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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 


It is a hit bird that flutters, and the suit en- 

A UsetEss tered by a Philadelphia cutter against the Pro- 
Sulit. prietary Association of America, the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association and the Na- 

tional Association of Retail Druggists, through its Philadelphia 
local, would indicate that the efforts of the national associations 
to suppress cutting are having the right kind of effect. The 
complainant has been heretofore very ostentatious in his as- 
servations of invulnerability, and his action in bringing suit 
against those who he believes have cut off his supplies cannot 


be regarded as other than a confession of weakness and failure. 
As to the outcome of such a suit, there can be but little ques- 
tion. Every legal principle involved has been already ruled 
upon and the defendants in the suit are not attaching much 
importance to it, being confident that any steps taken by the 
complainant will only burden him with costs and lead to 
the determination of no important question. 





We did not think a court decision was neces- 

A Warnine sary to establish so elementary a principle of 
To CLERKS. right conduct as that decided in Chicago re- 
cently, when a justice of the Superior Court 

ruled that a drug clerk violated the trust reposed in him when 
he took and appropriated certain amounts of his employer’s 
stock of candy, cigars, soda water, &c. But it seems that the 
drug clerk against whom the decision was rendered had ob- 
tained a verdict from a lower court some time ago to the effect 
that he was justified in helping himself to luxuries of the kind 
named. In his defense before the lower court the clerk said 
he had merely followed a custom of the trade, and such indul- 
gence as was charged against him came within the line of right- 
ful perquisites. We have no doubt at all that such a custom 
is widely prevalent, but it is none the less an immoral one, and 
clerks and other employees may need the reminder that they 
owe to their employers the duty of honest and faithful conduct. 





Syracuse, N. Y., druggists are beginning 
SHut Down to realize how great a nuisance a ‘tele- 
oN Free Service! phone can be if patrons of the store are al- 
lowed the free and unrestricted use of it. 
So great has the nuisance grown of late that an agitation has 
been started to do away with “courtesies” in the way of allow- 
ing patrons and others the free use of telephones in the different 
stores. The matter is not mentioned here because the druggists 
of Syracuse happen to be affected, but because the trade in 
many parts of the country are daily allowing themselves to be 
imposed upon by a tyrannous public, who refuse to regard the 
drug store as anything mor@ than a house of accommodation. 
In the larger centers druggists maintain a firm stand against 
the extension of what the public is pleased to consider “ cour- 
tesies,’’ and in these cities the pharmacy is not so generally re- 
garded as a place where postage stamps may be procured, the 
directory consulted, or where “Mame” may telephone to 
“ Billy ” her reminder of the candy he is to bring her, &c. In- 
deed, we know of several pharmacies which keep no postage 
stamps or directory, and where the use of the telephone is re- 
fused, unless for pay. 





The recent release of Mrs. Maybrick from an 

THe May- English prison has directed attention anew to 
BRICK CASE. her case. 'The solicitors who represent the friends 
of Mrs. Maybrick in this country are, it seems, 

still hopeful of proving Mrs. Maybrick’s entire innocence of the 
charge of murdering her husband by poisoning with arsenic. It 
is their theory that Mr. Maybrick died of gastroenteritis fol- 
lowing a cold, and in support of this they enumerate some of 
the medicines he took during the few days before his death. 
The list includes prussic acid, papain, iridin, morphine, ipecac, 
Fowler’s solution of arsenic. tincture of jaborandi, antipyrine, 
sulphonal, cocaine and phosphoric acid. Our contemporary, the 
Chemist and Druggist, printed a much longer list at the time 
of the famous trial. The following drugs, which the solicitors 
for Mrs. Maybrick’s American friends failed to mention, nre in- 
cluded in that list: Cascara sagrada, nitrohydrochloric acid, 
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potassium bromide, tincture of nux vomica, Plummer’s pill, 
tincture of henbane, nitroglycerin. solution of chlorine, sanitas, 
glycerin and Condy’s fluid. This appalling list of remedies was 
administered to James Maybrick in the course of 13 days’ ill- 
ness, from April 28 to May 10. On May 11 the poor man died. 
While it was never alleged or proved at the trial that this lit- 
tle pharmacopeia had anything to do with Mr. Maybrick’s 
death, every pharmacist will agree with our London contempor- 
ary in regarding its publication as a sad commentary on the 
medical treatment he enjoyed. 





Quality Counts. 

Suit has been brought against a certain jobbing house by 
the manufacturers of a proprietary medicine for heavy dam- 
ages on the ground that the jobber furnished to the complain- 
ants an ordinary commercial grade of certain powdered drugs, 
representing them to be the product of a particular grinder 
whose reputation for powdered assayed drugs is of the highest. 
The value of the purchases amounted to from $10,000 to $12,000, 
and if it is true, as charged, that the jobber did furnish the or- 
dinary commercial grade instead of the special grade, which it 
was understood he was furnishing, the difference in the cost of the 
drugs would amount to $4000 or $5000. This, however, is the 
smallest part of the damage, since the complainants had pre- 
viously used only the standard assayed drugs and believe and 
charge that the substitution of the lower grade of powdered 
drugs has inflicted a serious, if not an irreparable, damage by 
lessening the therapeutic virtues of their preparations. It is 
said to be probable that the drug miller whose name was used 
will bring an independent suit for damages against the jobber 
in question. ‘ 

This incident furnishes the best possible proof that, not- 
withstanding the great demand which exists for cheap drugs, 
there is always a demand at remunerative prices for high grade 
drugs. The drug miller or the distiller who will carefully, con- 
sistently and conscientiously guard the quality of the drugs 
sold under his label can build up a business in which he can 
readily command from 50 per cent. to 100 per cent. better prices 
than his neighbor, whose skill is exerted in evading the phar- 
macopeial tests and who has a somewhat too intimate knowl- 
edge of the cost and the sources of supply of ground gypsum, 
tale, starch, cocoanut shells and flour. 


Pharmacy in Russia. 

In the year 1903 there were in Russia (excluding Finland), 
according to the Farmatsevtitchesky Viéstnik (Pharmaceutical 
Messenger), 3,607 “ free” pharmacies, including branch-stores. 
The homeopathic pharmacies are not officially included in this 
number, although they also are controlled by the Bureau of 
Medicine of the Ministry of the Interior. The distribution 
of the Russian pharmacies in respect to the population and 
area of various sections of that country, is interesting. One 
pharmacy is allowed (1) In Central and Southern Russia for 
each 3,832 square versts and for every 81,863 inhabitants with 
a total number of 1,018 pharmacies. (2) In the Baltic Sea 
Provinces, there is one pharmacy for every 672 square versts 
and every 19,600 inhabitants, with a total number of 122 phar- 
macies. (3) In Northwest Russia there is one to each 1,046 
square versts and every 39,462 inhabitants, with a total of 256 
pharmacies. (4) In Russian Poland there is one for each 300 
square versts and 25,420 inhabitants, with a total of 372 phar- 
macies. (5) In the Caucasus one pharmacy is found for each 
1,968 square versts and 45,881 inhabitants, with a total of 207 
pharmacies. (6) In Siberia one for each 254,000 square versts 
and 133,187 inhabitants, with a total of 43 pharmacies. (7) In 
Central Asiatic Russia, including the Khanate of Bokhara, 


there is one for every 170,000 square versts and each 429,876 
inhabitants, with a total of 18 pharmacies. 

A glance at these figures proves how unevenly pharmacies 
are distributed throughout the Russian Empire, and shows that 
the distribution is in consonance with the relative state of civ- 
ilization of the various sections enumerated. The Baltic Sea 
Provinces, and Poland head the list with the greatest number. 
Naturally most of the pharmacies are found in the cities, but 
many pharmacies complying with the “normal” standard of 


the Ministry of the Interior exist also in villages. Among the’ 


cities there is a marked difference as to the number of inhab- 
itants allotted to each pharmacy, thus: 

Lodz has one pharmacy for each 28,600 inhabitants; Mos- 
cow, one for each 20,000; St. Petersburg, one for each 15,500: 
Warsaw, one for each 12,600; Odessa, one for each 11,200; Riga, 
one for each 10,600, and Kieff has one pharmacy for each 
9,600 inhabitants. 

The ownership of pharmacies in Russia is as follows: 
Pharmacists are the owners of 1,536 drug stores, 613 are owned 
by “private individuals ’—i. e., laymen, and 17 are the prop- 
erty of medical religious or charitable societies. In these last 
two groups each pharmacy has a pharmacist as manager who 
alone is responsible, even for the transgressions of the pro- 
prietor. One hundred and nine pharmacies are owned by Com- 
munal Governments (Ziemstvo’s), these being found chiefly in 
the northern provinces. Very few cities own a municipal phar- 
macy, but these are found occasionally in the southern part of 
Russia, in Siberia and Russian Central Asia. Many pharma- 
cies are owned by physicians. Thus in Moscow six physicians 
own as many pharmacies, and one establishment belongs to an 
association of physicians. In Livonia 23 physicians are own- 
ers of pharmacies, out of a total number of 154 drug stores. 
This is partly accounted for by a provision of the Russian law, 
which forbids a pharmacist to own more than one drug store, 
while a nonpharmacist may own more than one. 

Altogether, the showing is an interesting one, and the Amer- 
ican pharmacist who has on an average a population of 2,000 
to draw upon for his livelihood will sigh with envy when he 
thinks of what he might earn if our Government would follow 
that of Russia and choke off, say, 13 out of 14 of his competi- 
tors. But then he might be one of the 13 choked off, so the 
American pharmacist will probably go ahead selling side lines 
to make up az income which the crowded conditions of the call- 
ing makes precarious at best. 


Increase in Our Exports. 

We publish in another column a memorandum showing the 
very considerable increase in the exports of drugs, chemicals 
and dye stuffs, paints, oils, rubber goods and the various lines 
in which the drug trade is interested during the past nine 
months. This steady growth is decidedly encouraging, and 
shows that the efforts which we have made in conjunction with 
various manufacturers to increase and develop our foreign 
trade are beginning to bear fruit. It must be borne in mind, 
however, that to secure any substantial results a persistent 
as well as an aggressive campaign must be pursued. Isolated 
and spasmodic efforts cannot be expected to result in producing 
a change in policies and trade relations between foreign coun- 
tries. If we wish foreigners to purchase our goods we must 
follow up every trade opportunity both persistently and in- 
telligently. The introduction of new lines of manufacture into 
foreign countries is by no means easy, but when the business 
is once established the returns are so steady and so satisfactory 
as to amply warrant the labor involved in establishing such 
trade. 
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(Written for the American Druggist.) 
DIFFICULTIES FOUND AT THE DISPENSING DESK. 
By Gustave WoLrr, Pua. D., 

Nw York, N. Y. 

The greatest stumbling block encountered at prescription 
work is the poor handwriting displayed by many physicians. 
Another thing productive of mischief is the woeful ignorance 
of the Latin language manifested by them. This latter trouble 
is increased by the use of nonsensical abbreviations attempt- 
ing to hide the true fault. Then there are the difficulties aris- 
ing from the fact that so many foreigners among the medi- 
cal practitioners write their prescriptions wholly or, still 
worse, partially in their native languages. For instance, one 
writing “30.00” means grammes by weight; another would 
mean cubic centimeters by measure. One, writing for a per- 
centage solution, means per cent. by volume, another means 
per cent. by weight, and still another means the solids by 
weight, the liquids by volume. If closely questioned many 
would show that they do not know what they mean. Many 
omit the decimal zeros, occasionally indulging in the little 
pastime of also omitting the decimal points. Occasionally one 
switches from the grammes or Cc.’s to drachms and grains, 
not forgetting to express the names of the ingredients in 
“blooming Italian.” I recall a _ prescription where one 
learned “ professore ’—-probably he will burn in purgatory for 
it—wrote carelessly among a whole column of grammes one 
item, which appeared like “ grammes,” but could not have been 
meant for grammes owing to the dose of the preparation. I 
read it “ grains,” but it afterward appeared that the doctor had 
meant to write “Gocce.” The Sicilian dialect word “ stilla” 
for drops is also occasionally met with. Who would expect 
in the middle of a Latin prescription, with French sys- 
tem and English directions, to be suddenly plunged into the 
Italian language? Had grammes been dispensed—the ingredi- 
ent in question being tincture of strophanthus—the undertaker 
would have been the winner, while the “ professore ” and the 
pharmacist also would have been given an opportunity to take 
practical lessons in criminology while serving their terms. 


A TYPICAL INSTANCE. 


In most cases the patient being sick abed cannot bring the 
prescription himself, so a little brother or a neighbor’s child 
does the errand. We ask, ‘“ What is the patient’s name?” and 
the only answer is a blank stare. The word “ patient” has not 
been understood. Translating it from the King’s English into 
the vocabulary of the child, we ask, “ Who is sick?” “TI don’t 
know.” “ Who gave you this paper?” ‘ The kitchen maid of 
the house next to ours.” Thus we are unable to find out 
whether the patient is the master of the house, a man perhaps 
40 years of age, his aged mother of 70, his daughter of ten 
years or his two days’ old baby. It is a prescription for mor- 
phine and sugar of milk in 12 powders—“ use as directed.” A 
dose which is reasonable for the father would kill the baby. 
We observe that there are two more prescriptions on the same 
slip of paper. We try to discern whether all are meant for 
the same patient or not, but the physician has not burdened our 
mind with this information. The physician has not used his 
usual blank, but has taken a sheet from “ Sissy’s’”’ notebook. 
The signature might be “ Dr. Gilmore” or “ Killmore,” or else 
“Killman” or “V. Killum.” The latter spelling seems to be 
correct; but we ask the messenger whether he knows the name 
of the doctor.and again receive the encouraging reply, “I don’t 
know.” With a sigh we further scrutinize the ingredients, but 
find that he wrote the balance of the prescription as legibly 
as his name. We read three lines, but fail on one. We try to 
discover whether this one means quinine, codeine, calomel, 
cerium, creosote or something else spelled with a similar num- 
ber of letters. Finally we decide that it means codeine (al- 
though there is a doubt-creating fly speck where the dot of the 
“i” should be). It is a cough mixture and the dose “ fits,” 
but, although we use a manifying lens to aid us, we are still not 
so “ cocksure ” that we could swear to it in court. Then we look 
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to see in what shape the doctor wants the dose dispensed. 
Does he mean pills, or capsules, or powders, or cachets?) Mak- 
ing a heroic effort to avoid profanity, we decide to consult 
Dr. V. Killum, whom we have located meanwhile by sending a 
note to the patient’s house. We dispatch our utensil breaking 
genius, “ the boy,” to the “dear doctor” with the prescription 
and a note, politely requesting him to solve the riddle. The 
boy returns without the prescription, reporting that the doctor 
angrily said that he considers his handwriting quite plain and 
that “his regular druggist” never had any difficulty in read- 
ing it, and that if we couldn’t read prescriptions we ought to 
get out of the business. Hereafter he would see to it that his 
prescriptions were sent to a more competent druggist; also in 
this case he would send his patient elsewhere. We now repair 
to the extreme rear of the cellar, where we have a punching 
bag installed, and proceed to use our fists as we would like to 
use them on Dr. Killum, and as the boy breaks a pint-graduate 
relieve our mind by calling him “Dr. Killum” and various 
o.her names not mentioned in the Bible. 

I wonder if a physician would use such crows’ feet if he 
were writing to the Board of Directors of a large life insurance 
company from whom he expected to get a paying business or 
if he were addressing the War Department seeking an ap- 
pointment as a surgeon? Or, in making out his bills, would he 
make the figures so carelessly that 73 could not be distinguished 
from 13 and thus cut himself out of $60 in fees? We make up 
our mind to recommend to this doctor the purchase of a type- 
writer, but when he comes into our store “ raising Cain” about 
our “ incompetency ” we hardly dare say anything, hoping that 
he will eventually forget his anger and favor us with a pre- 
scription for 6 ounces of Blackman’s Essence of Gasterine, af- 
fording us the munificent profit of fully 10 cents. 


THE TOUCHY DOCTOR. 


Another prescription comes in, which we find is intended for 
a child of two years. One of the ingredients is strychnine. 
We swear that we do not see why, in Saint Crispin’s name, 
strychnine in any quantity should be given to a child so young 
as that. We carry the Dispensatory to the prescription desk 
and figure the dose. We find that, according to Young’s Rule, 
the corresponding dose for an adult, if prescribed in the shape 
of elixir of phosphate of iron, quinine and strychnine, would 
be two teaspoonfuls five times daily. We say to ourselves: 
“This is only an infant; it will not take much strychnine to 
send it to the glorious shore.” So we take no chances and tele- 
phoning to the doctor fortunately find him at home. His 
testy reply to our query is that he always means just what he 
prescribes, that it is not our business to worry about his doses, 
ete. We timidly suggest that if serious consequences should 
follow we would probably be blamed for not consulting him, 
his excuse being “a typographical error.” The doctor “ rings 
off” and we proceed to fill the prescription. No matter what 
we do, we do it wrong. Let us hope that we will see the day, 
or if we do not, that our grandchildren will see the day, when 
a rule will be made the law that any dose exceeding the 
official schedule shall be marked with an exclamation point, thus : 
“1”. Morphine is used in 14 grain doses, frequently repeated. 
in cases requiring such treatment. The same drug, however, 
is also used in doses as small as 1-800 grain for children. If 
we do not know the age or condition of the patient and get no 
clue from the other ingredients, how are we going to know 
whether the dose is right? The only other ingredient may be 
sugar of milk. Furthermore, the quantities are often ex- 
pressed in the metric system, where a misplaced decimal point 
or an accidental fly speck may cause an erroneous reading of 
the prescription. 

We have also to reckon with the cumulative action of poisons 
and with the idiosyncrasies of different patients, and with the 
fact that a combination of more than one drug is stronger than 
one alone. For instance, a physician may prescribe top doses 
of digitalis, glonoin and strychnine. Although the first dose is 
very strong, it is perfectly safe, but frequent repetition in- 
creases the danger. What will be the effect of the fifth dose? 
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water to be used for the comparison tubes. Heat intensifies 
the color produced by the Nessler reagent. 

Prepare the comparison tubes by adding to other Nessler 
tubes different quantities of dilute solution of ammonium 
chloride. In the first tube place 0.2 Cc., increasing the amount 
in successive tubes by 0.2 Ce. up to 2.4 or 3 Ce. Then add 
ammonia-free water to bring the contents of each to the 50 Ce. 
mark. Rinse a 2 Ce. pipette with ammonia-free water, fol- 
lowed by some of the Nessler reagent, and then measure into 
each of the tubes (excepting those with the first distillates for 
free and albuminoid ammonia), 2 Cc. of Nessler’s reagent. 
Rotate the tubes in the palms of the hands to mix the contents. 
This solution produces a yellowish brown color, the intensity 
varying with the amount of ammonia present. The produc- 
tion of this color is explained by the following equation: 

NH,QH + 2(K1).HgI, + 3KOH = NHg,I + 7KI + 4H,0. 

The NH,OH in the comparison tubes results from the action 
of the KOH in the Nessler’s reagent upon the NH,C1 as follows: 
NH,C1 + KOH = NH,OH + KC1. 

After five minutes match the colors by holding the tubes 
over a white surface (white paper will answer), and note the 
amounts of dilute solution of ammonium chloride in the com- 
parison tubes necessary to give tints equivalent to the colors 
shown by the distillates. 

The first distillate for both free and albuminoid ammonia 
usually contains about two-thirds of the ammonia, and often- 
times gives such a depth of color with Nessler’s reagent as to 
render accurate matching with comparison tubes impossible. It 
is, therefore, advisable not to add the Nessler’s reagent to these 
two tubes until after the reaction has taken place in the tubes 
containing the second distillates. If these have developed 
much color, it is advisable to take a proportional part (one-half 
or one-fifth) of the first distillates, dilute each with ammonia- 
free water, Nesslerize, wait the allotted time and determine 
the quantity of ammonia in the diluted specimens, by compari- 
son as before, and the amount in the 50 Cc. mathematically. 

The color shown by a distillate may be between that of two 
comparison tubes; the difference between the two may be taken 
as representing the actual amount of ammonia, or the color may 
be matched by a fresh comparison tube. 

Example: The distillates errr: the free ammonia when 

Nesslerized were equivalent to 2.5, 0.8 and 0.2 Ce. of dilute 
solution of ammonium chloride; vennciesaticape respectively 0.025, 
0.008 and 0.002 Mgr. of ammonia. Total, 2 = 0.035 x 0.07 in one 
liter. or parts per million; as one liter = 1,000.000 Mgr. The 
results are ordinarily stated as parts per 100,000; this factor is 
obtained by placing the decimal point one place to the left = 
0.007. 

(To be continued.) 
OFFICIAL METHODS OF ANALYSIS.’ 
By JoserpH L. Mayer, Pu.D. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Up to within a comparatively short time there was a preva- 
lent notion among pharmacists that the only official prepara- 
tions which would be used as a basis for prosecution for drug 
adulteration were those for which the United States Pharma- 
copeia prescribed a standard and directed a method of assay. 
Recent work of the Board of Pharmacy has demonstrated the 
fact that this belief was not well founded. 

The board is not only justified in its action in taking 
samples of preparations irrespective of whether or not the 
Pharmacopeia directs a method of assay for them, but is to 
be commended for its efforts to weed out those which are either 
deteriorated or deficient in strength as a result of careless 
preparation. There is hardly a doubt concerning the fact that 
many of the samples of camphorated oil which did not con- 
tain the proper quantity of camphor had lost it in the course 
of preparation—heating the oil so hot that a large percentage 
of the camphor was volatilized. 

Of course in the eyes of the law a preparation which is 
weak as a result of careless manufacture is condemned just 
as quickly as one which is below the standard intentionally. 
It sometimes happens that after a preparation is finished tie 


1 Read before the New York State Pharmaceutical Association at 
Brighton Beach, June 28, 1904. 
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pharmacist is anxious to determine its exact strength, not only 
to avoid prosecution, but for his own satisfaction. If he thea 
refers to the United States Pharmacopeia and does not find 
the method of assay, he looks no further and the original idea 
is abandoned. 

The revisers of the Pharmacopeia are aware of this fact 
and are constantly increasing the number of official assay 
processes; but there are many necessary ones which have been 
omitted and will continue to be. 

Take for example mercurial ointment. Few if any phar- 
macists now make this preparation on account of lack of facili- 
ties, by far the greater quantity being bought from the large 
firms which are better able to turn out the proper article. 
Notwithstanding this fact the Pharmacopeia does not contain 
a quantitative method of analysis. 

Remembering that there is an official process for manu- 
facturing this ointment, the thought suggests itself that if the 
process were followed and the preparation were not purchased 
there would be no need of testing its strength. Theoretically 
this would be correct, but every one who knows anything about 
the subject is acquainted with the fact that the pharmacist 
does better by buying such a preparation. 

There are many other preparations for which there should 
be quantitative methods of analysis, among them camphorated 
oil. As before noted, if heat is employed in its preparation, 
some camphor is volatilized, and if the camphor is simpiy 
placed in a container with the oil to allow it to slowly dissolve 
it often happens that when the time comes to sell the article 
over the counter the preparation does not meet the legal re- 
quirements. If there were an official method of analysis, the 
preparation could and would be tested to determine its exact 
strength. 

I am aware of the fact that if the Pharmacopeia contained 
all the needed assay processes it would grow to enormous pro- 
portions and be too bulky and unwieldy and, therefore, make 
the suggestion that these processes should be thoroughly 
worked up by some subcommittee of the United States Pharma- 
copeia or the American Pharmaceutical Association and, after 
being approved, be published in pamphlet form and be regarded 
as Official methods of analysis. 

Work of this nature is that done by the Association of 
Official Agricultural’ Chemists, which has its committee con- 
stantly at work with results familiar to all who are acquainted 
with the bulletins of the chemical division of the United States 
Department of Agriculture.” 

The official methods of analysis would be those used in 
connection with prosecutions, and the pharmacist would then 
not be so much in doubt with reference to the methods em- 
ployed. Of course a great advantage would be found in the 
fact that all ‘analysts making pharmaceutical analyses would 
be working under like conditions, which in work of this nature 
means much. 

It would be easy for the colleges of pharmacy to teach 
their students these methods; for experience as a laboratory 
instructor in chemistry has demonstrated the fact to me that 
many pharmacists would do much of this sort of analysis if 
they but had the methods. 

Any one who reads as he runs need not make much effort 
to see that with the prerequisite law, the regents’ entrance ex- 
amination, and the probable obligatory three years’ course, 
analytical chemistry will not be regarded by the pharmacist 
of the future as it has been by many of the past, and, sad to 
say, innumerable of the present, as something of value only 
in connection with the curriculum of a college of pharmacy, 
but as a subject having practical value in more ways than one. 

Looking at the matter from various points of view, there 
appear numerous good reasons why the suggestion to sanction 
the adoption of official methods of analysis of pharmaceutical 
products should be favorably received. 





2 Since writing this paper I have received the ‘“ Yearbook of the 
Department of Agriculture, 1903,” just issued, and find the following 
statement by Lyman F. Kebler: * At the last meeting of the Associa- 
tion of Official Agricultural Chemists a referee on medicinal plants and 
drugs was appointed. ‘The object of this sepeiatment was to provide 
for the study of the methods used in determining the quality of drugs 
and their preparation along the same lines that have proved so suc- 
cessful in providing ae methods for the analysis of other sub- 
stances, such as foods, etc. 
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PARAFFINED CORKS.’ 
By W. A. DAWSON. 
Hempstead, N. Y. 

An article appearing recently in the pharmaceutical press 
mentions a newly invented process for improving the texture 
of cork stoppers and rendering them more durable by filling the 
pores of the corkwood with casein; a liquid preparation of 
casein being driven into the porous parts by atmospheric pres- 
sure and there solidified in a form that is highly resistant to all 
chemical action. 

A year or two ago the writer had evolved the idea of simi- 
larly treating stoppers, and other manufactures of corkwood, 
with hard white paraffine wax, and had become convinced that 
there was great commercial possibilities in the manufacture 
and sale of paraffined corks. 

For many years before this I had made paraffined corks for 
my own use in the laboratory; fitting up working apparatus 
or making atmosphere proof and non-sticking stoppers for stock 
containers and making but a few at a time as the need arose. 

A well paraffined cork is as much superior to untreated cork 
as a “mercerised” textile is superior to a cloth that is woven 
in the ordinary way from cotton yarn that has not undergone 
the improving process of mercerising. 

A well paraffined cork stopper differs but slightly in appear- 
ance and feel from a stopper cut from the finest quality of clear 
velvet corkwood. It is a little more “silky” in looks and feei; 
there is no trace of greasiness when rolled between the fingers, 
nor can any unpleasant odor be detected where good wax is 
used. 

They are far more durable than ordinary corks and are 
stained or hardened by few substances; they slip easily into 
the neck of a bottle and are easily removed without danger 
of breaking off. They do not become cemented fast to the glass 
with saccharine, resinous or extractive matter. There is no 
danger of their imparting taste or odor to the contents of a 
bottle on long standing, even with mineral waters or other 
beverages. 

In short, they seem the’ideal stopper for general use, re- 
placing glass or rubber stoppers in nearly every case, making 
a perfect, non-shrinkable seal that does not harden nor rot out, 
a cork that retains its elasticity indefinitely and is proof 
against insects or mould. 

Thus treated, a cheaper grade of wood could be used in 
many cases and a distinct saving thus made in the manu- 
facturing costs of low-priced goods. Worked on a large scale 
the cost of the process would add but a small sum to the gross 
price. 

Naturally, while at work upon the occasional small batch 
of corks that I have treated to the process, I have thought of 
the commercial exploitation of paraffined corks. Success would 
seem certain to the first manufacturer getting them upon the 
market. The fact that no cork maker has done so has been 
a source of wonderment to me. The thing is so simple that 
it seems impossible that no one has thought of it, and such u 
desideratum that once thought of it would seem strange that 
the idea had not been acted upon. 8 

It is with the hope that this will call the matter to the 
attention of some one who will investigate further as to the 
practicability of the process on a large scale aha thus confer 
a boon to the retail drug trade and, other large users of cork 
that this is written. 

As I have conceived it, the thing seems very simple and 
quite’ inexpensive when done in a large way, the operation 
being similar to creosoting or fire-nroofing timber. The corks 
are placed in an air-tight tank from which the air is ex- 
hausted; this operation is repeated once in order to remove 
the dust from the pores, which is forced out with the air con- 
tained in the cavities by the action of the exhaust. The second 
time the corks, without being removed from the vacuum cham- 
ber, are lowered into a hot solution of paraffine, where they are 
held deeply immersed while the air pressure is allowed to 
gradually rise to the normal point (or it may be necessary to 





1A paper contributed to the annual meeting of the New York 
State Pharmaceutical Association at the Brighton Beach meeting, 
June 29, 1904. 
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apply a pressure of two or three atmospheres) which forces 
the hot wax into every pore and opening in the corkwood. 

After this the corks, contained in a basket-like arrange- 
ment of wire, are lifted out of the paraffine bath and allowed 
to drain at normal pressure, of course in a temperature just 
above the melting point of the wax until the excess of wax is 
removed or dripping ceases. 

When this operation is properly conducted there should be 
no appreciable amount of wax left upon the surface, while the 
openings and grain of the wood should be completely filled with 
the wax. 

Possibly a finishing process may be found necessary to free 
the corks from the last vestiges of wax on the surface; rolling 
in a polishing drum or some similar operation. 

In paraffining a few corks for my own use I have only kept 
them immersed in the hot melted wax for a short time and 
after withdrawing them have kept the wire basket in which 
they are securely held suspended just above the surface of the 
wax bath until they have ceased to drip, the heat below 
being usually sufficient to free their surface from excess of 
wax. 


SOME NOTES ON CHINESE MEDICINES.’ 


It is difficult, for various reasons, to estimate the amount of 
knowledge of medicine possessed by the Chinese physician— 
that is, the native practitioner who has not received an 
eduction in Europe or America. He is not required to pass 
any examinations, nor do his patients require any assurances 
of his knowledge beyond the possession of one or more native 
books on the art of healing. Heredity is a very strong recom- 
mendation in the young physician’s favor; if his father 
chance to have been a doctor he will certainly be popular, and 
if, in addition, his grandfather has also been a medical man, 
a large clientéle is assured him. 

It would be absurd to imagine that a people of such an 
ancient civilization as the Chinese possess no knowledge of 
therapeutics, but they are extremely reticent in the presence 
of foreigners as to their reasons for the administration of 
certain drugs, their composition and therapeutic action. A 
people who have practiced inoculation against small-pox since 
the Sung dynasty (A. D. 1014) must, in ordinary fairness, be 
credited with some research into the actions of drugs on the 
human body. The doses used are invariably large to our 
ideas; pills are taken by the hundred, and other things in like 
exaggerated proportion. The statistics quoted are taken from 
the List of Chinese Medicines, published by order of the 
Inspector General of Imperial Maritime Customs, 1889. The 
port quoted is Canton, which may be taken as a repre- 
sentative city (population about 2,000,000), similar drugs 
being in use throughout China, with possibly some local 
variations which are unimportant. Opium is not mentioned 
in this paper, as its use has become so universal in southern 
China that it may be considered more a luxury of diet than a 
drug. 

Ginseng, that universally popuplar medicine in China, is 
imported to Canton to the extent of 590 piculs from Korea and 
1,545 piculs from other parts of China, mostly from 
Szechwan. Korean ginseng being the most expensive and said 
to be the best, this much discussed root is supposed to possess 
an aphrodisiac action. The total import of ginseng of various 
grades to Canton amounts to over 3,000 piculs per annum 
(1 picul = 133 Ibs.).. There are many other drugs credited with 
a similar action, to which further reference will be made. 

Liquorice is a very favorite medicine, the annual import 
amounting to 2,722 piculs. Rhubarb also (rheum officinale) is 
largely used, 229 piculs a year. There are many substances 
used as carmiratives and appetizers, and one has only to read 
a China menu or be in a Chinaman’s presence after 4 meal to 
understand that they must frequently require the assistance 
of the physician in the treatment of dyspepsia. Such drugs as 
cardamoms, orange peel, ginger skin, cassia, peppermint 
leaves, mustard, pepper, orange pips, gentian, coriander, &c., 





iFrom the British Medical Journal. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





Cannabinol.—Fraenkel (quoted in Pharmaceutische Post, 
May 1, 1904) succeeded in isolating the active principle of 
cannabis in the form of a pure substance with definite chem- 
ical characters. In order to avoid confusion he calls this prod- 
uct cannabinol, and terms the substances found by other au- 
thors “ pseudo-cannabinol.” Pure cannabinol has the formula 
ef C.,H,,0., is slightly yellow in color, and thick in consistence. 
On heating it becomes more fluid and distils at 215 degrees C. 
It is easily oxidized in the air, changing to a brown color. It 
is readily soluble in alcohol, ether, chloroform, toluol, acetic 
acid and petroleum ether, but solutions become oxidized and turn 
brown, and shortly after lose their color. Cannabinol is probably 
a monohydroxylated phenol, inasmuch as it gives the Millon 
reaction, and forms compounds with acetyl. Further investiga- 
tions by the same author show that it is a phenolaldehyde, with 
a formula of C.,H,.0H.COH, which accounts for its easily 
oxidizable character. 


A Reaction for the Detection of Mercuric Chloride.— 
Moulin (Repertoire de Pharmacie, June 10, 1904) describes 
the following method for testing a solution for the presence of 
corrosive sublimate. A solution of diphenyl carbazide is pre- 
pared by taking 2 grammes of this substance and dissolving 
in 10 cubic centimeters of acetic acid, together with enough 
alcohol to make 200 cubic centimeters. A few drops of this 
reagent are added to the solution to be examined, and the mix- 
ture is shaken. No change of color is observed. A small amount 
of a 10 per cent. solution of sodium acetate is added, and a blue 
color is obtained. Instead of sodium acetate, sodium car- 
bonate may be used, but one must be careful to add the latter 
in solution drop by drop, for if the point of neutralization is 
overstepped a red color is developed, which interferes with 
the blue reaction. It is said that one part of corrosive subli- 
mate in one million can be detected with this reaction. 


Stovaine, a New Local Anaesthetic.—Fourneau, in a re 
cent communication to the Academy of Sciences of Paris, 
March 21, 1904, described a new local anesthetic which has 
not yet been tested to any great extent. This new product is 
known under the name of stovaine, and is the hydrochlorate of 
amyleine, alpha and beta, which belongs to the group of amine- 
alcohols. According to Lapersonne, this new drug is destined 
to render good service in diseases of the eye. The 1 per cent. 
solutions of stovaine are less toxic than the solutions of cocaine 
of the same strength. Rapid and thorough anssthesia is ob- 
tained by the instillation of a few drops of the solution of 
stovaine into the eye, or by the injection of the same amount 
into the conjunctiva. Stovaine may also be used with co- 
caine, the combination contracting the vessel at the same time 
that it removes the sensation of pain. Chaput recently per- 
formed a number of major operations under local anzsthesia 
with stovaine either alone, or in combination with cocaine. 


Thermo-oleometer, an Instrument for Testing Oils.— 
Tortelli (Bollettino Chimico Farmaceutico, 1904, page 193) 
describes an instrument which is intended to measure the ther- 
mic index of oils with sulphuric acid, according to Mauméne. 
It consists of a glass receptacle with double walls, and a ther- 
mometer of special shape adapted for stirring. Twenty cubic 
centimeters of oil are measured into the receptacle. The tem- 
perature of the oil is measured, and 5 cubic centimeters of sul- 
phuric acid of the same temperature are added; the mixture 
is then stirred for 30 seconds. The acid must have a specific 
gravity of 1.8413. In order to test this, a mixture of 20 cubic 
centimeters of water and 5 cubic centimeters of the acid is 
made, and the elevation of temperature noted. If the acid is of full 
strength the temperature should rise 50.8 degrees C., with an 
allowable variation of 0.8 degree. Every oil has its own ther- 
mic index, which varies to the extent of a fraction of a degree 
for different varieties of the same oil. The index of olive oil is 


very different from those of the oils which serve to adulterate 


it. By multiplying the thermic index of olive oil by 1.85, the 
iodine index is obtained. Examples of the thermic indices of 
the principal oils are: Olive oil, 44 degrees; cotton seed oil, 78 
degrees ; sesame oil, 71.3, etc. 


A New Method of Making Tablets.—White and Rodwell 
(Schweizerische Wochenschrift fiir Chemie und Pharmacie, 
1903, page 411) suggest the employment of a new method or 
excipient for the preparation of tablets, which they claim com- 
bines all the advantages of elegance in appearance and solu- 
bility. This excipient consists of an emulsion of cacao but- 
ter, containing the following ingredients: Cacao butter, 25 
grammes; powdered soap, 5 grammes; tragaganth, 0.5 gramine; 
benzoic acid, 0.25 gramme, and water enough to make 100 
grammes. ‘The soap is dissolved in 25 parts of hot water, the 
melted cacao butter is added and an emulsion is effected by 
stirring, whereupon the other substances and the rest of the 
water are added. Enough of the emulsion thus obtained is 
added to the powder which is to be incorporated in the tablets 
to form a mass of appropriate consistency, which should not be 
too dry and yet should pass through a sieve. The mass is then 
dried for a few hours or over night in the air, and is finally 
molded into tablets. In some cases the mixture can be molded at 
once. The authors also recommend a mixture of 1 gramme of 
cacao butter, 6 grammes of ether and 6 grammes of alcohol as 
an excipient for a variety of powders. The cacao butter is 
dissolved in the ether, and the alcohol is added. The prepara- 
tion is used in the same way as the emulsion. In commenting 
upon this article, the editor of Pharmaceutische Centralhalle 
observes that soap is not a desirable ingredient in tablets; and 
that therefore the solution with ether and alcohol seems more 
advantageous. 


Incompatibility of Petrolatum and Balsam of Peru.— 
Mindes has experimented with balsam of Peru as regards its 
behavior with various fats (Pharmaceutische Zeitung, 1904, 
page 177), and has found that a concentrated clear ethereal 
solution of balsam of Peru gives a cloudy mixture with an 
ethereal solution of yellow petrolatum. After a time a precipi- 
tate is formed. On the other hand, a mixture of the solution 
of balsam of Peru with a paraffin ointment which contains 
white petrolatum, anhydrous lanolin, lard or naphthalin, grows 
cloudy, but never gives a precipitate. Ethereal and alcoholic 
solutions of borie acid, iodoform, salicylic acid, aristol,. pyro- 
gallic acid, zine pxide and castor oil remain clear on the addition 
of similar solutions of balsam of Peru, but on the addition of 
petrolatum or of solutions of it the mixtures again became 
cloudy. This incompatibility between petrolatum and balsam 
of Peru is also shared by petroleum; for alcoholic or ethereal 
solutions of petroleum precipitate the resin from balsam of 
Peru. Mindes gives the following hints as regards the method 
of preparing ointments with balsam of Peru: These ointments 
are always to be prepared by the cold process. If equal parts 
of boric acid and balsam are mixed, a soft soraewhat granular 
mass is obtained, which is not tenacious and does not adhere to 
the pestle or the mortar. The granular consistence of the 
mass depends upon the degree of fineness of the powder, as 
powdered boric acid is often coarse. If this mixture is rubbed 
with yellow petrolatum a gritty ointment is obtained, the un- 
even consistency of which is increased on the further -addition 
of petrolatum. If lanolin or lard is used, instead of petrola- 
tum, a smooth ointment is obtained, which is still more beauti- 
ful when the boric acid or any other powder (excepting aristol, 
etc.) is mixed with the melted fat instead of with oil. 


The Composition of Mastic.—Tschirch and Reutter 
(Archiv der Pharmazie, March 5, 1904) publish an elaborate 
study of the chemical composition of mastic resin—a subject 
which has not as yet been worked out completely. Treatises 
on the resins and gums, including the most modern monographs, 
for the most part cite the well-known formulas of Johnston, 
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which specify an alpha-resin, a mastic acid, the formula of 
which is given as C,H,.0,, and a beta-resin, masticin. C,,H,.0:. 
the former representing the pertion of mastic soluble in al- 
cohol; the latter, the portion insoluble in this solvent. The 
mastic resin studied by the authors was the best mastic of 
commerce from Chios. It proved to be insoluble in water; part- 
ly soluble in turpentine, carbon disulphide, methyl and ethyl 
alcohol; almost completely soluble in petroleum-ether, acetone 
and amyl-alcohol, and completely soluble in chloroform, ether, 
xylol, benzol, toluol and chloral hydrate solution (80 per cent.). 
The following was found to be the chemical composition. The 
resin contained: (1) Two acids which were soluble in a 1 per 
cent. ammonium carbonate solution—namely, apha- and beta- 
masticinic acids, isomeres, with the formula of C,,H,,O, (2) 
Another acid of the same formula, masticolic acid, precipitated 
by lead and soluble in 1 per cent. soda solution. (3) A group 
of two acids, alpha- and beta-masticonic acids, with the for- 
mula of C,.H,,0,, the former of which was and the latter of 
which was not precipitated by lead from soda solutions. (4) 
A group of resenes, alpha- and beta-mastico-resenes, the latter 
of which is masticin, and is insoluble in alcohol. In addition, 
there were an ethereal oil and a bitter substance, impurities, 
ete. The acids were monobasic. 


Rapid Detection of Arsenic in Hydrochloric and Sul- 
phuric Acids.—Brasseur (Bulletin de la Société Chimique du 
Nord de la France, 1904, No. 2) describes a method of detect- 
ing arsenic which is especially applicable in testing commer- 
cial hydrochloric and sulphuric acids. Seybell and Wihander 
suggested the employment of potassium iodide for the precipita- 
tion of arsenic in the form of insoluble arsenic tri-iodide. The 
difficulty with this test is that the presence of chlorine, ferric 
chloride and of compounds of selenium interferes with the reac- 
tion. In order to obviate this difficulty, Brassuer suggests the 
addition of a few drops of a solution of tin chloride to the acid 
Chloride of tin forms with arsenic an arseniate of tin. The fol- 
lowing methods is used for detecting arsenic in hydrochloric 
acid: Fifty cubic centimeters of the acid are introduced into a 
vessel with a flat bottom. Five cubic centimeters of an aqueous 
solution of potassium iodide (30 per cent.) are added drop by 
drop, shaking constantly. <A precipitate of arsenic tri-iodide is 
formed. After allowing to stand for a minute, the liquid is de- 
canted and the precipitate is placed in a funnel containing some 
cotton, and the vesse! is washed with 4 or 5 cubic centimeters 
of pure bydrochloric acid containing 10 per cent. of the potas- 
sium iodide solution. The same acid is used for washing the 
precipitate on the filter. After this washing the funnel is 
placed in a conical glass containing about 300 cubic centime- 
ters, and the precipitate is dissolved in water. The tri-iodide 
is decomposed into oxide and hydriodic acid. The liquid is neu- 
tralized with an excess of sodium bicarbonate, and the ar- 
senic is titrated by means of a decinormal solution of iodine 
containing 12.7 grammes of iodine per liter. In testing sul- 
phuric acid for arsenic, 25 cubic centimeters of the former 
are taken; and an equal amount of hydrochloric acid is added 
in order to prevent the precipitate which tin forms with potas- 
sium iodide. A solution of potassium iodide is next added, and 
the other steps are the same as in testing hydrochloric acid. 


Tincture of Mimosa; a New Indicator.—Robin, in a recent 
communication to the Academy of Sciences of Paris (April 
25, 1904), described an extract of the yellow flowers of mimosa, 
which may be employed as an indicator in alkalimetry or acid- 
imetry. Ten grammes of the flowers were infused with 200 
cubic centimeters of distilled water, and, after cooling, 50 
cubic centimeters of absolutely neutral alcohol of 95 per cent. 
strength were added. The preparation was filtered, and was 
kept in dark colored bottles. If a drop of this tincture be 
added to 10 cubic centimeters of distilled water, the latter will 
not show any change in color. If a single drop of decinormal 
solution of potassium hydrate be added to this solution, an in- 
tense golden color is produced, which disappears upon the ad- 
dition of a drop of decinormal solution of sulphuric, hydro- 
chlorie or oxalic acid. This indicator behaves like phenol- 
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phthalein. If an alkali carbonate be titrated in the cold, one 
half the amount of acid necessary for the absolute decomposi- 
tion of the carbonate suffices to decolorize the liquid. The 
tincture of mimosa may be used for titrating with ammonia, 
and may also serve for detecting the presence of boric acid. 
When very small amounts of boric acid are looked for, it is bet- 
ter to employ a paper moistened with this tincture, but this pa- 
per must be very slightly tinted, in order to obtain extremely 
sensitive reactions. In order to detect boric acid in a mixture of 
salts, Robin uses the following method: The salts are dis- 
solved in water and sodium carbonate is added until an alka- 
line reaction is obtained. The mixture is boiled and filtered. A 
few drops of the filtrate are placed in a capsule with one drop 
of the tincture of mimosa; enough hydrochloric acid is added 
to cause the disappearance of the yellow tint, and the liquid 
is evaporated to dryness on a water bath. If the mixture of 
salts contains boric acid, the residue assumes a yellow color, 
and on the addition of a few drops of a 10 per cent. solution 
of sodium carbonate the yellow color changes to red. If there is 
no boric acid present, the residue assumes a grayish tint which 
turns yellow upon the addition of sodium carbonate. When 
very small amounts of boric acid are present, Robin advises 
the concentration of the filtered and acidified liquid. Into this 
a strip of mimosa paper is dipped and then dried completely on 
the water bath. The paper is colored yellow if boric acid is 
present, and on the addition of sodium carbonate it changes 
to a brick red. If no boric acid is present the paper turns gray, 
and on the addition of sodium carbonate it turns yellow. The 
method of Robin is especially interesting in its application to 
the detection of boric acid in wines, ciders and other liquors. 
For this purpose 10 cubic centimeters of the liquid are taken; 
enough sodium carbonate is added to neutralize; the mixture 
is evaporated and calcined. It is redissolved in distilled wa- 
ter, which is decanted into a small filter. The liquid is then 
acidified with hydrochloric acid, and a strip of mimosa paper 
is dipped into it. The test is then conducted, as has been de- 
scribed above. In this way three milligrammes of borax were 
detected in one liter of wine. In order to find boric acid in 
milk, a sample of 15 or 20 cubic centimeters is taken and coag- 
ulated with acetic acid, filtered, neutralized with sodium car- 
bonate, using tincture of mimosa as an indicator. The liquid 
is then boiled, filtered once more, and the filtrate is evaporated 
and calcined, whereupon the same process is used as described 
above for detecting boric acid. 


Foreigners Studying at German Universities. 


Richard Guenther, United States Consul-General at Frank- 
fort, Germany, writes that for the present winter course the 
total number of immatriculated students at the German uni- 
versities is 37,854, of which 3,093 are foreigners, the largest 
number ever recorded. The number of foreign students is 
equivalent to 8.2 per cent. of the total number. Of these for- 
eigners 739 are studying philosophy, phililogy or history, 722 
medicine, 651 mathematics or natural sciences, 366 law, 231 
political economy or forestry, 178 agriculture, 135 Evangelical 
theology, 32 Catholic theology, 26 dentistry and 13 pharmacy. 
Two thousand six hundred and twenty of them come from Eu- 
ropean and 473 from non-European countries. Among the for- 
mer are 986 from Russia, 588 from Austria-Hungary, 318 from 
Switzerland, 162 from England, 73 from Bulgaria, 69 from 
Roumania, 64 from France, 59 from Greece, 55 from Servia, 49 
from Holland, 41 from Turkey, 43 from Italy, 33 from Luxem- 
burg, 33 from Sweden and Norway, 14 from Belgium, 13 from 
Spain, 12 from Denmark, 4 from Portugal, 2 from Montenegro 
and 1 from the principality of Lichtenstein. 

Of the other foreign students, 319 are from America, 123 
from Asia, 19 from Africa and 2 from Australia. The Ameri- 
cans are mainly from the United States, and the Asiatics, for 
the largest part, from Japan. 

These figures, however, include only the lawfully immatric- 
ulated students; to them must be added those who are enrolled 
as “ hospitants,” but whose number is not given. 
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Queries and Answers 


We ahall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters, 





A Liniment Troublesome to Compound.—J. L. W. writes: 
“Inclosed is the formula of a liniment, which is, when proper- 
ly compounded, a thick, white, nonseparable mixture. In mak- 
ing it we warm the soap in a small quantity of water, mix the 
oils and menthol and add the solution of soap to the mixture 
in small quantities at a time, shaking thoroughly. The am- 
monium chloride is then added, and the mixture curdles and 
separates on standing. Could you suggest a method of manipu- 
lating the ingredients so as to avoid this separation?” 

The formula: 


Pee: 2. casos sso akon es eo av. oz. 3% 
AER WHEE os bi 9.060 cv axess seers fl. oz. 4 
Ammonium chloride.............seeeee- oz. 8 
CAGE Bs in a 00s 0 ceeded ceeene ses oz. 8 
errr err rrer tT oz. 1 
Cll wl TURORTAMC, 6,42 oo vsccccicee ces fil. oz. 8 


Oil of rosemary, 

Oil of peppermint, 

Oil of sassafras, 

Oil of eucalyptus, of each.......... drachms 2 
Water, enough to make............++. a) ee | 

Our correspondent’s explanation of how he compounded this 
liniment is unfinished and vague in some particulars. He does 
not mention what he did with the camphor or oil of turpen- 
tine, and leaves a good deal to be taken for granted. The mix- 
ture is an unusual one. The addition of a salt like ammonium 
chloride to solutions of gum resins always increases the tend 
ency to separation. We should advise incorporating the two 
camphors and the oils with the turpentine by rubbing them up 
in a mortar unti] solution is effected. To this add the am- 
monia water, which must be of full strength. The soap in shav- 
ings should be mixed with about .1 pint of water in an agate 
dish on a water bath; when the soap is dissolved, add it to the 
mixture of camphor and oils and mix briskly by trituration. 
The ammonium chloride should then be dissolved in the re- 
mainder of the water, and this added in a thin stream and 
with constant stirring to the mixture already prepared. 

We regret it has not been found practicable for us to pre- 
pare a specimen of the liniment made in this way, and we must 
confess to some doubt as to the result, for the ammonium 
chloride is a disturbing element, and would be likely in all cir- 
cumstances to curdle a mixture such as the one described. If 
any of our readers have the leisure and the inclination to ex- 
periment with this formula end would do so and report re- 
sults, we should feel grateful. 


To Develop the Odor of Musk.—I. C. V. asks us for a 
process for developing the odor of musk for perfumery. 

In the absence of a definite statement regarding the nature 
of the mixture to which the musk is to be added, a general an- 
swer only can be given. Alkalies have the property of develop- 
ing the odor of musk, and potassium carbonate and ammonia 
water have both been used for this purpose. Presuming that a 
formula for essence of musk is wanted in which the odor of 
musk will be strongly developed, the following is recommended : 


Finest grain musk... ....cscccsccccees gr. xl 
Potassium carbonate. .........c.secceee gr. Vv 
| ee Pee eee re ee Erk T. 3i 
PEE pbs DEdSaS ve ches wasennews cveewe 5ix 


Mix the first three in a mortar, stir occasionally until cold, 
pour into a bottle, and add the alcohol. Macerate ten days, or 


until required, and filter. 
Ammonia may be used instead of the potassium carbonate, 


as in the following formula: 


PPMIm MOK. oo isc e tires cowscececceccsee 3i 
Ammonia WAter....cccccccsccscccesccces Mx 
WRU | sok 0.0 vbn'0 wk cMiRie 2 00% 0.0.9:404 ow sie vie\s 5i 
OO £0: cin wvcsectecs Or re eee: 35xx 


Macerate for a fortnight and filter. 

Where the object of the musk is to fix and bring out other 
odors, the use of compound tincture of ambergris is to be rec- 
ommended. This is made as follows: 


ON oo isis 60S whew B55t6) waSew wee 3i 
SET: BY CS Cie See eee ane MN ate 3ss 
pee SN cy aww sowie Gel baer M xviij 
PCR, MIR 5 5k sin bs so 0a deen esas M xij 
Potassium carbonate ...................di188 
UNE? Sat voles s Walon G ad woeseeanubeNe 5viij 
PRE R N oiic seer DS eGR eewk weber Ziv 


Macerate for 14 days in a moderately warm place and filter. 


The Purification of Fats for Use in Cosmetics.—I. C. V. 
inquires as to the best process for the purification of fats and 
— which are used in the manufacture of pomades for the 

air. 

Various processes are employed for the purification of fats. 
Askinson, in ‘ Perfumes and Their Preparation,” mentions sev- 
eral. Animal fat, such as lard, suet, bear’s grease, etc., as well 
as cocoa nut and palm oils, are introduced into a large iron 
boiler containing dilute soda lye (not exceeding 1 per cent. of 
caustic soda). In the boiler is a small pump terminating above 
in a curved tube, having a rose of a watering pot at the end. 
The pump is so arranged as to raise lye and melted fat at the 
same time, and to return the fluid into the boiler in a fine spray. 
After the fat is melted, the solid matters floating on top are 
skimmed off with a perforated spoon, then the pump is oper- 
ated for about 15 minutes. The contained shreds of membrane 
and similar substances are completely dissolved by the soda lye, 
the free fatty acids are perfectly combined and the fat is at 
the same time decolorized. After cooling it floats on the sur- 
face of the lye as a colorless, odorless fluid; it is ladled off and 
poured into tall tapering vessels which are well closed and 
preserved in cool cellars. Contact with the air, especially of 
higher temperatures, causes rancidity of the fat. For every 20 
pounds of fat 20 quarts of lye are used. 

According to another process, the fat is purified by being 
heated with alum and table salt; for every 25 pounds of fat, 1 
ounce of alum and 2 ounces of salt are dissolved in 5 gallons of 
water. The scum is carefully skimmed from the surface of the 
melted fat, and, after it has solidified, the fat is washed with 
water until the latter escapes perfectly tasteless and odorless. 


Face Cream and Tan Remover.—A. M. E. writes: “I need 
the formula for a really meritorious face cream, not a cold 


cream, but a freckle and tan remover. Would you kindly print 


one in your next issue?” : 

Cream preparations are not successes as freckle and tan re- 
movers. Better results are obtained with the use of lotions con- 
taining hydrogen dioxide and diluted nitrohydrochloric acid. A 
cream of rather soft jelly-like consistency, which is unobjec- 
tionable so far as greasiness or stickiness are concerned, is fur- 
nished by the following formula, which, however, requires the 
exercise of some skill in manipulation: 


Tragacanth, in powder............... gr. 540 
Asc: L90 Her CMe). 6... es cccaes fl. oz. 5 
RUNS! GiSss bio vob s Ved caw as bénieweeee fl. oz. 8 
PE NNR ts ods daw oud eres clea bins fl. oz. 2 
eee PS PTE PP fi. dr. 1 
C008 SE sri dve ss oss ceca sehen fil. dr. 1 
OEE OE CPN TIROOWIOE sb os odes wa ce betaw M. 30 
Tincture of benzoin............sse0. fl..oz. 1 
WSO WAGER ios oe 5k eo is Ss i ES fl. oz. 48 


Obviously the best method of compounding these ingredients 
would be to dissolve the oils in the alcohol and add this to the 
tragacanth contained in a mortar. The whole should be in- 
timately mixed and the mixture of glycerin and water with 
which the tincture of benzoin has been incorporated added all 
at once to the tragacanth mixture contained in the mortar, and 
the whole stirred until a homogeneous cream results. Possibly 
some modification of these directions may be necessary, and, if 
so, such can be readily left to the skill of the compounder. 

One of the best but most tedious preparations to make is 
cucumber cold cream. The formula as given by Askinson in 
“ Perfumes and Their Preparation,” is as follows: 
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Expressed oil of almond............... Ibs. 2 
II REINER OD 650 5-G ors cide oles wecelercisiels ois The oz. 24%4 
Se ane on, nee ee oz. 2% 
Wxtract Of .CUCHMIDET oocinacccetssc ce es oz. 5% 
EE. SUSI) is vec vce wte see pes cages Ibs. 2 


The cucumber juice is carefully heated to 60 or 65 degrees 
C. (140 to 149 degrees F.), rapidly filtered from the curds, and 
at once added to the rest of the mass, which has been previous- 


ly melted. 
Extract of cucumber is made, as follows: 
INNER or 9. 5 50 54.5.4; 8. b50 Aw oie 40 wate a tate oe 1b. h 
OE a ee eee ae fl. oz. 20 


The cucumbers are peeled, cut into thin slices and macerated 
in the warm alcohol. If the odor is not strong enough in the 
alcohol after some days it is poured over some more fresh slices, 
the macerated residue is expressed, and at the end of the op- 
eration all the liquids are united and filtered. 

Cucumber juice is best made after the following process: 
Take cucumbers in the green state, wash them thoroughly, then 
slice them with the skin on into small fragments, place in an 
earthen or porcelain dish, pour upon them hot water to cover 
and let simmer for half an hour or more, being careful that 
the heat is not too high or the water too low so as to scorch. 
Then strain through a colander or muslin, and add to every pint 
of the juice four fluid ounces of alcohol. Let stand over night 
and filter. ‘The juice can also be preserved some length of time 
without the addition of the alcohol by the addition of 30 
grains of salicylic acid dissolved in %4 ounce of alcohol, or 60 
grains of boric acid and 60 grains of borax dissolved in 1 pint 
of the juice, or the addition of 1 drachm of solution of formal- 
dehyde to 1 pint of the juice. 


Correspondence. 


Allotropic Forms of lodoform. 
To the Editor: 

Sm,—In reading over the reports of the recent meeting of the 
New York State Association I ébserve that the AMERICAN Druc- 
Gist is the only paper to comment on the interesting discussion 
aroused by Mr. Remington’s paper on “TIodoform.” Judging 
from the expressions upon the faces of the various reporters 
present at Brighton Beach, and from the absence of any men- 
tion of one of the most interesting features of the meeting in 
their reports, it would appear that the subject was of too 
abstruse a character for the reportorial staffs of our pharma- 
ceutical publications—surely not a creditable commentary upon 
the enterprise and management of our trade press! 

There are several points raised in Mr. Remington’s paper 
and in the subsequent discussion that are worthy of further 
study, and it is to be hoped that Mr. Remington will pursue 
the subject to a rational conclusion. The author’s observations 
on the varying specific gravities of different samples of iodo- 
form are interesting, and the reasons for this variation are not 
easily explicable, even on theoretical grounds. As pointed out 
by Mr. Remington, allotropic modifications of elementary bodies 
exhibit similar peculiarities, but such are not usually found in 
compound substances unless the compounds be isomeric, meta- 
meric or polymeric. Mr. Kahn’s objections. to the use of the 
word “ allotropic” in describing these varieties of iodoform do 
not seem to be well founded, even on purely speculative grounds, 
for no isomeric form of methane is known, and our present 
stereo-chemical theories do not permit the existence of any 
isomeric form. Indeed, assuming the special configuration of 
the carbon atom to be that of the commonly accepted tetra- 
hedron formation, isomers of methane, and consequently of 
iodoform, would not be possible. To assume, as Mr. Kahn 
seemed to do, that the constitutional formula of methane is 
HCH,, and not CH,, would require modification of our whole 
system of organic chemical nomenclature and readjustment of 
constitutional formulse—something that the majority of chem- 
ists are not by any means ready, or even willing, to adopt. It 
would be interesting if Mr. Kahn would explain what basis he 
has for his assumption that methane is constitutionally HCH,. 
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From these few considerations, and in the absence of further 
experimental data, it would seem that Mr. Remington was 
justified in calling the varieties of iodoform allotropic forms. 
It would be interesting to know if these verieties all had the 
same melting point, and belonged to the same crystallographic 
class. A determination of the molecular weight, which is very 
easily performed by Raoult’s method, would settle the question 
whether the denser variety was a polymeric form or not. The 
question of physiological action can best be left to the surgeon 
to decide. PHARMISTER. 

BROOKLYN, N. Y., July 22, 1904. 


To Correct the Correct is Incorrect. 
To the Editor: 

Sir,—First allow me to congratulate you upon the complete- 
ness and general accuracy of the report of the discussion 
on Mr. Remington’s paper on “Iodoform,” contained in your 
July 11 number. In your issue for July 25 Mr. Remington 
charges your reporter with having made “ one or two misstate- 
ments of scientific facts,” and then goes on to say that he did 
not confuse the two terms isomerism and allotropism. 

My recollection of what took place during the discussion is 
quite clear, and Mr. Remington certainly did confuse the two 
terms allotropism and isomerism. He explicitly stated in his 
paper (which has since appeared in print), and during the 
subsequent discussion that the difference in properties of the 
various iodoforms was due to some allotropic modification of 
the substance. Now, the accepted definitions of allotropism and 
isomerism show that the first-named term applies only to mod- 
ifications of elementary bodies (see Remsen’s “ College Chem- 
istry,” 1901, p. 120). Youman’s “ Chemistry,” p. 90, says: “ Al- 


- lotropism—closely allied to isomerism—in fact, the same thing 


—only limited to elementary bodies” (italics mine). 

As to Mr. Remington’s assertion that isomerism “ cannot 
possibly occur with the chemical formula, CHI,,” it is, I think, 
sufficiently weH known that chemists now recognize more than 
one form of isomerism, for in addition to chemical isomerism 
we have physical isomerism, or stereo-isomerism. Simon, in 
his “ Manual of Chemistry,” p. 331, says: “There are three 
acids which are isomeric with common tartaric acid, differing 
from it in physical, but not in chemical properties.” This is 
an example of stereo-isomerism, and I have no doubt that your 
reporter had this in mind when he expressed himself as he did. 

On another point in which the accuracy of your reporter 
is called in question I can say that I and others distinctly heard 
Mr. Remington say that he did not know of any text book that 
gave the formula of methane as CH,H. 

He did not ask me whether I knew of any authority, but I 
took it upon myself to inform him that I knew of such author- 
ities. R. A. Witthaus’ ‘ Medical Chemistry ” may be consulted 
on p. 229, where the formula of methane is given as CH,H, and 
if additional authorities are needed, see Sir Henry Roscoe’s 
work on Chemistry, p. 268, or Simon’s “ Manual of Chemistry,” 
p. 315. The last cited authority almost sustains my conten- 
tion by giving the correct chemical designation of iodoform as 
diiodomethyl iodide, CHI,I. 

It is good to see a man jealous of his reputation, but I do 
not think that any little slip made by Mr. Remington in an im- 
promptu discussion of a scientific subject will do him the slight- 
est harm. Justice to the author of the report in the AMERICAN 
Druaeist calls for this statement from me. 


JOSEPH KHAN, Phar. D. 
New York, Aug. 3, 1904. 


Is This the Longest Word ? 
To the Rditor: 

Sir,—In reference to your editorial comment on “ Many 
Syllabled Words,” yours has only 34 letters. I hereby beg to 
submit a word with 38 letters, 

Ortho-ethoxy-ana-mono-benzoy]l-amidoquinolin, 
which is the correct chemica] name for Bayer’s Quinalgen or 
Analgen. Can this bé beaten? OrtTo RAUBENHEIMER, PH.G. 
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By W. A. DAWSON 
Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for tncreas- 
tng trade, advertising experiences, information, and notes of 
interest useful to the pharmacist in the preparation of his ad- 
wertising matter. Specimens of current advertising will he 
reproduced, with suggestive analysis and criticism, and queries 
relative to advertising matters will be answered. To aboid 
delay address communications to the Department of Business 
Building, AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, N.Y. 











Mr. Wallace Mann, of Shawnee, Oklahoma, sends the ad. 
shown herewith, accompanied by a request for a criticism of its 
merits or demerits. He states that he “runs this in the daily 
paper every day, and changes it something like twice a month.” 
We presume that Mr. Mann has some reason, unknown to us, 
for using so large a space for so small an amount of matter. 
If not, he is throwing away money for something he can not 
or does not use profitably. 





tos SAVE | 
YOURSELF |: 
: 


The Time and Trouble 


of going from one store to another by {coming here 
fret. Soeure are we that you will not pass us up 
but bay our drugs without looking forther. 


Lots cf Drug Stores 

intown That’ea fact. All claim excellency of qual- 
ity ete.. and they are truthful, but from what we can 
observe they fail to to takethe interest in their ous- 
tomer’s welfare that wedc. They do not exercise 
euch care in prescription filling. Not so painstaking 
in selecting their stock; not #o alert to the needs of 
their patrons; not to particular about consistent price 
making nor eo mindful of your comfort and pleasur 
while buying. > 


Children / 

here reovive the same treatment ag grown people 
The weak the same as the etrone. Not old worn out 
ways of store keeping but twentisth centurymethods by 
twentieth century clerks. These are some of the rea 
eons why the bells of our cash registers ring all the 
day long. 


Wallace Mann. : 
$ 
& 























Preseription Druqgist. 7 
No.10W. Main, Middle of[Blk. | Opposite Hub. | 
| 
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Fac-simile of Mr. Mann’s Advertisement. 











We object to the cut in the upper left corner. Not that we 
are “agin” cuts, but because we are “ agin” MISFIT CUTS. We 
will wager a year’s subscription to the AMERICAN Drvuegeist that 
the “ hole in the wall” pharmacy shown in this cut does not 
truthfully represent the business premises of Mr. Wallace Mann; 
that the glimpse of the street vista does hot resemble in the 
slightest degree any street in Shawnee, Oklahoma; that Mr. 
Mann’s customers do not ride up to his door in Brewster coupés ; 
that Mr. Mann does not employ a “ barker” or “ puller-in” to 
“ persuade” respectably dressed ladies, who alight from Fifth 
avenue coupés near his store, to come in and buy his drugs, or 
we cannot stretch our imagination far enough to believe that the 
man in the picture is a sketchy likeness of Mann, the pharmacist, 
in the act of personally conducting his own pulling-in. 

Nonsense? Of course. But not a whit more nonsensical 
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than these silly and inane ad. cuts that are bought ready made 
and used without a thought being given to their appropriate- 
ness or aptness of application to the text that they are sup- 
posed to illustrate and give point to. A misfit cut is a blemish 
—a patch where no patch is needed. It makes a good ad. bad 
and a poor ad. worse. The foolish idea that a picture—any 
old picture—adds attractiveness to an ad., even though it has 
nothing to do with the text, is almost incomprehensible. It 
seems to be the greatest weakness of the average advertiser, 
this fetish-like belief in the pulling power of a picture, just be- 
cause it is a picture. 

Let Mr. Mann ask his printer to set his ad. after the follow- 
ing style, and we will wager that it will be the swellest looking 
ad. in the Shawnee Sun: 








Z 





WALLACE MANN 
Prescription Druggist 


Save Yourself 
The Trouble 


of going from one store to 
another; come right here. 
We are sure that you won’t 
find any better place to buy 
your drugs if you look fure 
ther. 


LOTS OF DRUG STORES 


in town, sure enough; all 
claim excellence in some 
respect, and truthfully so. 
BUT, from what we observe, 
They Fail To Take The Inter- 
est In Their Gustomers’ Wel- 
fare That We Do. They do 
not exercise such care in 
prescription work, Not so 
painstaking in selecting 
their stock; nor so alert 
to the needs of their pa- 
trons. Not so particular 
jabout consistent pricing, 
nor so mindful of your come 
fort and pleasure while buy- 
ing. 


CHILDREN 


receive here the same treat« 
ment as grown-ups; the 
weak the same as the strong, 
No old, worn-out. ways of 
storekeeping, but modern 
business system and up-to-« 
date assistants. 








Now you know why our Cash Reg- 
ister bells are always a-jingling. 


10 West filain Street 


MIDDLE OF THE BLOCK 
OPPOSITE THE HUB 
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Suggested as an Improvement on Mr. Mann’s. 
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Criticism and Comment. 
A TRADE-WINNING FOLDER. 

From Cole & Matthews, of Corning, N. Y., comes a neat lit- 
tle folder of 12 pages, 6 x 3% inches, in size. The stock is a 
white, antique finish paper, and is printed with an ordinary 
quality of black ink. One kind of type is used throughout— 
“ Bartlett ”—an old style Roman letter of light face. The dis- 
play composition of this folder is good. A little overdone in 
spots, perhaps. It is easily seen that the compositor “ just 
slung himself” on this job, and, with 10 out of the 12 pages 
he has made a really excellent display. Pages 1, 6, 10 or 11 
would be good display styles for newspaper ads. 


Olive Oil | 
Direct From Italy. 


: T’S the genuine LUCCA OIL— 
* 
* 
* 
aK 
% 





the finest produced, absolutely 
pure, exceptionally rich and 
delicious. Order it for the %& 
salads when you enter- 


4 tain at dianer. FULL 90c 
WO Re vccscetes cosees . 
TheW.S.Thompson 


Pharmacy, 7°3 15th St. 
Frank C. Henry, Prop. 


4 fes-2ed 
ARG EUR UR AAUKGUNCUA ANE 


A good idea—and one that might be applied to other arti- 
cles as well as olive oil. But we find in this ad. a fault that is 
found in too many ads., to wit—carelessness of statement, from 
which one is forced to infer either that the oil advertised is 
not the finest produced, or it is sold at a loss. If the adver- 
tiser really thinks it the finest, he knows little about olive oil. 
If actually the finest, then he is short on business ability. 


es Se 


Another Good One from Knapp & Sons. 


A CRUCIAL TEST. 
Infusion of Digitalis As It 
Should Always Be Dispensed 


ReeREE 





Complimerts of 

KNAPP’S DRUG STORE 

362 & 364 Hudson Street 

Corner of King Street, New York 
Established 1839. 


New York, July 15, 1904. 
Dear Doctor ‘— 

We dispense a great many prescriptions for In- 
fusion of Digitalis; the need for whick, when its 
use is indicated, requires the peg tering | of a per- 
fect product, freshly hee in every instance. 

The question of skill hardly enters into the 
making of this product; but to make it from the 
physician's standpoint of efficiency, the best leaves 
must be used, and the Pharmacopeia requirement 
of time—for the infusing process—must be strictly 
observed. 

An unfortunate degree of doubt exists as to the 
observance of these demands in the making of this 
preparation as ordina:ily dispensed, which has 
tended, in some degree, to discourage the use of 
Digitalis in its most eligible form. 

The dispensing of Infusion.of Digitalis of full 
efficiency may, therefore. be considered a crucial 
test of the fidelity of a prescription service; and 
we would be pleased to receive your commands for 
this product on any occasions when you may feel 
specially anxious in noting results. 

Yours very truly, 
P. B. KNAPP & SONS. 


Telephone No. 4914 Spring. 


Advertising Phrases. 


Our business has grown great because we sell good goods at fair 
prices. We have never sacrificed quality to lower selling price or 
increase profit. 


It is not possible to make or buy better drugs than we use in pre- 
scriptions. 


We are constantly on the watch for new and better goods and 
methods. 


It is the care used in selecting our goods that causes physicians to 
speak of us as “ perfectly reliable.” 


f you are one of those who think ‘‘ Drugs are drugs, this quality 
talk is all rot,” come in and let us show you the “ difference.” 
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’ We do not stock everything, but we have everything needed in the 
majority of cases, and can quickly procure anything new or unusual in 


cur line. 
ses FF 


A SPECIMEN OF EAST INDIAN ADVERTISING. 


From far off India comes the following circular—done in 
very conservative style for baboo English, and denoting great 
self repression on the ad. writer’s part, in his endeavors to avoid 
“the present fashion.of pompous advertising.” We repro- 
duce it verbatim et literatim: 





KKEKEK ERE 

NU 
¥ 
Y Che Calcutta Medical 

4 
¥ and Surgical Stores 

S 

NY, 198 CORNWALLIS STREET. 

NG (Opposite Oxford Mission ) 

° 

4 With a pressing conviction, fortified by personal 
NZ = experience, of the serious consequences entailed by the 
NY distance of respectable pharmacies from the neigh- 
Y bourhood, the Directors of the above firm have decided 
M4 sin the interests of the locality and of the public at large, 
4 to open a model dispensary conducted on the lines of 
y the latest improvements in the pharmaceutical 
YY arts. The firms of European chemists are’ neither 
v within easy reach nor within the means of the majority 
Vv of the native population, inhabiting this part of the 
NZ town, while it must be admitted, though not without a 
N4 sense of shame, that the proprietors of some of the 
M% native dispensaries are not always deterred by con- 
Y siderations ie moral and scientific character from 
Y) palming ‘off unreliable drugs. It is a fact well 
ys known to every practitioner of standing and repute that 
3 more often than not some indispensable and rare 
¥ ingredients are omitted in the dispensing of the pre- 
Wy scribed medicine with the result that remedy which 
V4 otherwise would have been potent enough, fails of its 
LY effects and startles the physician. It is particularly with 
\Yy a view to avoiding these and such like misadventures 
As that the present dispensary has been started. 

‘4 The Directors have no desire to imitate the present 
\y fashion of POMpous advertising but the desire to as- 


sure their constitutents and the public that all the de- 
partments of this pharmacy are in charge of well- 
qualified experts each in his particular line, and that 
both in the promptitude of execution and the 
accuracy of dispensing it will not fall short of the 
best established European firms in the city. In 
questions of life and death, it is presumed that Superior 
efficacy will be better prized than mere cheapness; 
and from that point of view it is confidently hoped that 
the public, desirous of securing the genuine article 
and of avoiding spurious German imitations, will 
find it profitable to extend their kind patronage to the 
present institution. The arrangement will have no room 
for reasonable complaint, but should any accidentally 
arise, it will be promptly attended to and as speedily 
removed, 

Allopathic medicines, patent medicines, surgical 
instruments and appliances, oilmanstores, perfumeries, 
&c., &c., all imported from the leading firms of Europe 
and America and Indian perfumeries and patent med- 
icines can be had here at the Cheapest possible rate 
for which the Directors guarantee favourable comparison 


with other houses. 
D.C. Ghosh & Sons. 


I FRM DS: 
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acerca ny Lesa, 
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Window Display of Witchhazel. 


In the accompanying illustration a catchy display of witch- 
hazel is suggested. The shaded background is of one piece, 
the bottled witchhazel being supported on narrow shelves 
nailed to it. An opening is left in the background on either 
side about the size of a 10-gallon keg; over the face of the 
opening a square piece of white paper is pasted; a ragged 
aperture is broken in each of these through which a keg may 


be seen pressed against the broken sides of the opening. These 
kegs are stood on boxes to the rear of the background. A strip 


of cheesecloth in a contrasting color is puffed around the mar- — 


gin of the white paper, along the edges of the shelves and over 
the top of the background, tacks holding the cloth in position. 
Placards are supported on the window stage suggesting some 
of the uses for witchhazel. 





Show-Windows That Pay. 

In stores where the minutest detail of expense is accounted 
for, in order to know at all times those departments or lines of 
goods that are paying or not, each department or line is charged 
with its proportion of the actual cost of having and maintaining 
floor, shelf and window space occupied regularly or used off 
and on during the year. 

If a display window is figured to actually cost a store so 
much a day, do you suppose it is left bare of trim a single 
hour, or that it is filled with out of season goods, or with goods 
for which there is no demand at that certain time, or with 
goods that will not create sales enough to pay a profit on that 
certain line over and above the cost of maintaining that win- 
dow? 

Your window space is advertising space. 

It is just as much an item of expense as any “ printer’s ink ” 
bill you ever contracted for. 

It is claimed, however, that advertising is an investment, 
not an expense. But all advertising, whether it be newspaper, 
store paper, hand bill, sign, window or any other form:of direct 
publicity, never becomes an investment until it brings returns 
sufficient to pay for its cost and bear a profit. 

Will they bear you a profit if you leave them bare of goods? 


Will they bear you a profit if you fill them with goods that 
you’ve been talking since last season and which people will not 
deign to glance at now even if cut below cost? 

Will they bear you a profit if you fill them with cut price 
staples of which the more you sell the more you lose and which 
never draw trade to other lines? 

All people are fickle—they demand a change ever so often. 
Goods they clamor for to-day are passed unnoticed to-morrow. 

The merchant who brings fanzy goods sales above the point 
where they begin to pay a profit is the man who watches closely 
for the first signs of a calm, for signs that show him people 
are getting tired of the goods he has been talking for weeks 
and weeks. 


A bill in the bank is worth two in the ledger. 

To-morrow is a great day for doing things, but somehow vor 
other the things are never done. 

Credit is too often the will-o’-the-wisp that lures men on to 
failure. 

Every time you break a promise you break a link in your 
chain of honesty. 

Cash buys in the lowest markets cf the world. Credit in 
the highest. 
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ANOTHER ‘‘ DRUGGIST’S ERROR’’ LIE NAILED. 


Doctor Charged Error in Compounding, but Coroner’s Inquest 
Absolves Druggist. 





One Thursday afternoon not long ago J. T. Ogle, manager 
of the branch of the Knickerbocker Drug Company, at Spring 
street and West Broadway, received a prescription written by 
a Dr. Cereseto, of 99 Macdougal street. The prescription called 
for pepsol, and was prescribed for Frederico Dellojocano, an in- 
fant about a month old, whose parents live at 79 Sullivan 
street. Mr. Ogle did not have pepsol in stock, so he sent his 
boy with the prescription to have it filled at the Hoenig phar- 
macy on Carmine street, whose name was on the bottom of the 
prescription. The prescription was filled and delivered on the 
same day—Thursday. The child died on the following day. It 
was alleged that a mistake had been made in putting up the 
prescription, the claim being made that each powder contained 
a larger quantity of pepsol than called for in the prescription. 
The matter was put in the hands of the Coroner, and as usual 
most of the daily papers had stories about “ Druggists’ error 
may have killed a child,” etc. A representative of the AMERI- 
can Druccist called on both Mr. Ogle and Mr. Hoenig, and got 
their versions of the affair. Mr. Hoenig’s statement differs ma- 
terially from that of the Knickerbocker drug store manager. 
Mr. Ogle gave in substance the following account of the affair: 

“On Thursday a party brought a prescription here, together 
with two other prescriptions, from Dr. Cereseto. I was suspi- 
cious of the prescription, which called for pepsol. It read: 
‘1 mo. old. Pepsol (!! 0.03 !!) dent tal. dos. viii. As directed.’ 
I didn’t have pepsol in stock. Furthermore, the prescription 
was written in a very peculiar way, and I thought that the 
marks in the parenthesis might be some private mark for the 
druggist Hoenig, whose name was printed on the bottom of the 
prescription. So, all things considered, I thought it best to 
send my boy with the prescription to Hoenig’s and let him fill 
it. I told him (Hoenig) to charge the full retail price, which 
he did. The boy brought the prescription back. I didn’t exam- 
ine it, but took Hoenig’s label, preserved it and replaced it with 
one of my own and delivered the prescription. 

“Later this Dr. Cereseto came in and said I had made a bad 
mistake; that I had substituted; that instead of pepsol I had 
put up flour or something that was inert, and that the med- 
icine therefore had not had the effect it should have had. I 
told him Hoenig put up the prescription. The doctor said that 
made no difference, that I was responsible because the pre- 
scription bore my label. He then said that it was a pretty se 
rious matter, and I ought to do something to get myself out of 
the hole, or words to that effect. Then he started in to talk in 
German, and requested that the conversation be carried on in 
German. I told him there was no necessity for that; I pre- 
ferred to speak in English, and I continued to do so. He in- 
sisted in talking German, and continued to use that language, 
telling me that I had better do something to straighten the 
matter out and save myself a lot of trouble. When I showed 
no inclination to ‘do something’ he became very much worked 
up; he declared he would put the matter in the hands of the 
police, the Board of Health, the Board of Pharmacy, that my 
store would be closed up, and I would,be put out of business, 
ete. I finally ordered the man from the store, and sent for an 
officer to expedite matters. The doctor left the store after giv- 
ing several parting flings that I was a base substitutor, etc. 
Later I was visited by a detective connected with the Police 
Department, and I learned that the matter had been turned over 
to the Coroner. I told all the circumstances to the detective. He 
saw Hoenig, I understand, and the latter admitted having put 
up the prescription. I have heard nothing more from the af- 


fair since, but I am quite convinced the child died from natu- 
ral causes and not from any fault with the prescription or from 
an overdose of pepsol.” 

When asked about the matter, Mr. Hoenig declared that the 
affair was all settled. He said that the Coroner’s inquest had 
been held, and the verdict was that the child had died from 
pneumonia and not from any mistake in the prescription. He 


also declared to the AMERICAN DruaoGist man that he did not 
compound the prescription, but had sold the pepsol to the 
Knickerbocker drug store people at wholesale. 


$300,000 DAMAGES ASKED BY CUT RATE DRUGGIST. 


Loder Brings Suit—Philadelphia Association as Defendants—Sherman 
Antitrust Law Invoked—Views of Philadelphia Dealers, 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, August 2.—C. G. A. Loder, the most aggressive 
cutter of retail prices of drugs in this city, has cast a bomb 
into the ranks of the Philadelphia Association of Retail Drug- 
gists and the wholesale dealers and jobbers. On July 27 Mr. 
Loder took the first step in the attack upon the wholesale and 
retail druggists’ association of this city. He brought suit to 
recover $300,000 damages, which was entered in the United 
States Court. ‘Those sued are as follows: 


Dr. D. Jayne & Son J. W. Campion & Co., the Tveptistany Associa- 
tion of America, Aschenbach & Miller, Shoemaker Busch, Robert 
Shoemaker & Co., Smith, Kline & French Company, John Wyeth & 
Brother, Valentine H. Smith & Zo., Henry K. Wampole & Co., Hance 
Rrothers & White, H. K. Mulford Company, W. R. Warner & Co., the 
National Wholesale fang toe Association, the Philadelphia Associa- 
tion of Retail Druggists, Thomas H. Potts, William L. Cliffe, William 
EB. Lee, David J. Reese, George W. Fehr, Carl W. Shull, Nathan Cozens, 
Augustus T. Pollard, Henry C. Blair, William H. Gano, Alexander H. 
Frankeberger, Charles Leedom, Richard H. Lackey, Henry A. Nolte, 
Walter A. Rumsey. James C. Perry, BE. C. Bottume, Warren H. Poley, 
Henry A. Borrell and Charles A. Eckels. 


Mr. Loder bases his claim on unjust discrimination and the 
refusal! of the defendants to sell him goods. Since the Phila- 
delphia Association of Retail Druggists has been in existence 
there has been a community of interest formed by which there 
has been an advance in the prices of many proprietary articles. 
This retail association has become a power in the drug trade 
of this city, and woe is it to the wholesaler who continues to 
sell goods to druggists who will not abide by the price-list of the 
retail association. 

SUIT UNDER THE SHERMAN ANTITRUST LAW. 

The suit was brought under the seventh section of the act 
of Congress of July 2, 1890, known as the Sherman Antitrust 
act. The defendants are accused of having combined and con- 
spired among themselves, and with other wholesale jobbers and 
retailers throughout the United States, to restrain trade or com- 
merce by enhancing prices, stifling competition and driving out 
of business any druggist refusing to be bound by prices fixed 
by the association. 

DAMAGES PUT AT THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

Mr. Loder complains that the shutting off of his supplies is 
a violation of the Sherman act. He makes a claim for $100,000 
damages, and as the act provides that in event of recovery the 
damages shall be threefold, if his suit is successful, he will ob- 
tain $300,000. 

DETAILS OF COMPLAINT LACKING. 

No statement in the case has been filed so far, and the at- 
torneys for the defendant are at a loss to know what the charges 
will be, and until they have been submitted they are not in a 
position to state what action wiil be taken. A number of the 
leading men who have been sued cannot see what Mr. Loder can 
gain, as it has been decided heretofore that a merchant ean sell 
to whom he pleases. It appears, however, that some of the par- 
ties that Mr. Loder has made defendant to the suit have al- 
ways sold goods to him whenever requested. 

VIEWS OF MANUFACTURERS. 

“Tt’s all about our refusal to sell Loder,” said Henry K. 
Wampole, of the firm of Henry K. Wampole & Co. “ He would 
not sustain the scheduled prices. This is the first intimation I 
have had that suit has been brought, although I was told he was 
going to sue.” 

It was learned from another. wholesale druggist that the Re- 
tail Druggists’ Association wanted Loder to adopt its schedule 
of prices. He refused to do this, and the Retail Association 
thereupon notified every wholesale drug house in this city that 
if it was the house’s pleasure to sell to Loder it would lose the 
patronage of other retail stores. 
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WHAT A WHOLESALER SAYS. 

Clayton F. Shoemaker, of the firm of Shoemaker & Busch, 
said: 

“The suit entered by Mr. Loder is not especially the result 
of any personal action on the part of my house or on the part 
of the other defendants in the case. The cause may be stated 
briefly as follows: Mr. Loder, in the conduct of his business, 
has seen fit to pursue a course which we consider inimical to 
the interest of the drug trade generally, and because of this 
we have declined on several occasions to supply him with goods. 
He claims that our refusal is based on an illegal combination 
in restraint of trade, but this is not the case. We understand 
that we have a perfect legal right to sell or to refuse to sell to 
any buyer who applies to us, and either to give a reason or not, 
according as we see fit, and this is the only principle involved in 
the case.” 





LONDON LETTER. 





The New President of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain 
—Price Cutting in Sheffield—The British Pharmaceutical 
Conference and Its Relation to the Society—British Pharma- 
cists Sell Spectacles as a Side Line. 





(Special Correspondence of the American Druggist.) 
Lonpon, July 25. 

In spite of the fact that he polled comparatively few votes 
at the recent elections (he was fifth of the successful seven}, 
Richard A. Robinson has been elected President of the Phar- 
maceutical Society of Great Britain. The apparent disregard 
of the majority of electors for the new president may be 
explained by the fact that, outside the metropolis, Mr. Rob- 
inson is little known. Until within recent years he has taken 
little interest—or, at least, a very unimportant part—in phai- 
maceutical politics, but nevertheless he has been for many 
years a man of affairs. He is an alderman, a justice of the 
peace, and was last year vice-chairman of the London County 
Council—the body controlling the affairs of all London outside 
the charmed circle of the city, which is governed by a separate 
municipality. 

* * ca co * 

The new president is thus possessed of a by no means incon- 
siderable share of administrative capacity. He is a man vf 
handsome presence and exercises a graceful tact in the conduct 
of public business which augurs well for his success as presi- 
dent. Moreover, he is suspected of having some political influ- 
ence, and, with the fate of the pharmacy bill hanging in the 
balance, this is a momentous consideration. Mr. Robinson is 
a Yorkshireman and owns one or two retail pharmacies in the 
vicinity of London. He is an easy, practised speaker, and al- 
though he does not approach his predecessor, Samuel R. Atkins, 
as an orator, his words have always commanded attention. 

* - x oa * 

The first provincial President of the Pharmaceutical So- 
ciety, George T. W. Newsholme, is also a Yorkshireman. Mr. 
Newsholme has one of the finest, if not the best, drug business 
in Sheffield, the centre of the cutlery trade. It is in that town 
that the meeting of the British pharmaceutical conference is 
to be held this year in the month of August. Notwithstanding 
the fact that it has supplied Great Britain with a president 
of pharmacy, the practice of pharmacy in Sheffield appears to 
be at rather a low ebb. For “Boots,” the great cutting coin- 
pany chemists, have no fewer than 17 shops in Sheffield, the 
most important being directly opposite Mr. Newsholme’s shop. 
This state of affairs does not tend towards the raising of the 
status of pharmacy and conference delegates will not find the 
ideal pharmaceutical Utopia in the hardware city. 

* a * * +o 


The British pharmaceutical confereace, as readers of the 
AMERICAN DruGGIsT may know, is an annual gathering some- 
what on the lines of the American Pharmaceutical Association. 
It has nothing to do with the Pharmaceutical Society, being an 
entirely independent organization. It was established as far 
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back as 1863 “fot the encouragement of pharmaceutical re- 
search, and the promotion of friendly intercourse and union 
among pharmacists.” It has been invariably looked at askance 
by the officials of the Pharmaceutical Society, who evidently 
regard it somewhat in the light of a rival organization, and 
who obviously are jealous of the good work done by the con- 
ference in the region of pharmaceutical research. There have 
always been covert pen-pricks administered by pharmaceutical 
Bumbledom to the conference, and the latest is a scheme for 
obtaining possession of the “ Year-book of Pharmacy,” a book 
which the conference annually presents to members, containing 
the proceedings at the yearly meeting and embodying an an- 


nual report on the progress of pharmacy, which includes ab- — 


stracts of all noteworthy pharmaceutical papers, new processes, 
preparations, and formulas published throughout the world. 
a * ok * me 

Now Bumbledom covets his neighbor’s “ Year-book.” So 
the redoubtable Carteighe has hit upon a scheme to snatch a 
few rays of reflected glory for the society. He announced in 
council recently that his fertile brain had (in fancy) evolved 
a “Compendium of Medicines,’ which would make the purple- 
covered British Pharmacopeia shudder and turn pale. No- 
body, apparently not even the originator, knows what this 
epoch-making volume is to contain. But “ Year-book ” is looked 
upon as likely material; and the conference officials have beeu 
threatened that if they do not amicably agree to hand over 
their “ Year-book”’ to the council, the contents or volume wii! 
be assimilated in the Compendium without leave. “There is 
no copyright in the work published in ‘ Year-book,’” says the 
erstwhile Dictator, but many conference members are of a dif- 
ferent opinion, and the book will not be surrendered without a 
struggle. The society is wealthy and the conference is not, 
and the “meanness” of the proceeding is not lost sight of by 
tuose who have the interests of pharmacy at heart. 

He a a ca te 

The science of optics and the sale of optical appliances has 
always had an attraction for a section of British chemists. 
Many chemists sell spectacles, and the optical side line is a 
profitable adjunct to many a pharmacy. During recent years 
this side line has developed considerably, an impetus being 
given to it some six years ago by the Spectacle Makers’ Com- 
pany, of London, one of the many ancient city guilds. This 
company instituted a series of examinations in practical optics, 
which was taken advantage of by many chemists, and the 
resultant diploma of efficiency gave a fillip to the intelligent 
conduct of optical trade. The examinations have recently 
been altered and improved to include sight-testing, and the 
chemist contingent of the spectacle business has become so 
strong that a society of chemist opticians has just been.formed 
with a membership of nearly 100. Qualified chemists only are 
eligible for membership and the first president is Charles J. G. 
Bunker, who is also President of the Proprietary Articles 
Trades’ Association—the N. A. R. D. of Great Britain. 


Manager Awarded Damages for Breach of Contract. 

A case of considerable interest to the trade was decided by 
Judge King in the Civil District Court of New Orleans on May 
29 last. Henry Berlin sued P. L. Cusachs, Limited, a retailing 
firm, for $5,000 damages for breach of contract of employment 
and was awarded $1,453.30, with legal interest from May 12, 
1902, and damages in $500. Mr. Berlin had been in the em- 
ployment of the Cusachs and the Cusachs, Limited, for 29 years, 
of late years on yearly contracts. The latest contract was 
signed by J. V. Allain, president of P. L. Cusachs, Limited, for 
one year, beginning October 1, 1901, and ending October 1, 1902, 
at a fixed salary of $3,500 per annum, payable monthly. In 
January, 1902, on account of the illness of J. V. Allain, two 
stockholders of the company assumed direction of the affairs 
of the company, the plaintiff, Mr. Berlin, being retained as man- 
ager until May 12, 1902, when his resignation was asked for. 
He refused to resign, claiming the protection of his contract, 
but was summarily dismissed. He brought suit and the court 
found for him as stated. Mr. Berlin is now in business for 
himself at 1501-1503 St. Charles avenue, New Orleans. 
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AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Plans of Transportation Committee—Liberal Entertainment Pro- 
' vided—A Large Eastern Delegation Expected—List of New 
Memters, 


The local committees of the A. Ph. A. at Kansas City are 
actively preparing for the approaching meeting. Judging from 
the preliminary programmes which have reached us, they seem 
bent on proving to the visiting members that the much vaunt- 
ed Western hospitality has not been overrated. As has already 
been chronicled in these columns, the fare of a rate and one- 
third has been made by the various railroads, on the certificate 
plan. It will be somewhat cheaper, however, for the majority 
of visitors from the East to go by way of St. Louis, purchasing 
World’s Fair tickets to St. Louis, and from that point buying 
tickets on the certificate plan to Kansas City. 

ITINERARY OF EASTERN CONTINGENT. 

The following itinerary has been arranged for the party 
from New England and New York and points along the Penn- 
sylvania and Chesapeake & Ohio roads. All who wish reserva- 
tions made on the sleeping cars should communicate at once 
with Caswell A. Mayo, member of the Transportation Com- 
mittee, 66 West Broadway, stating the number of berths they 
require and the points at which they will join the party. If 
a sufficient number of members join the party the people will be 
taken straight through to Kansas City, otherwise it may be neces- 
sary to change at St. Louis. The sleeper fare from New York to 
Kansas City is$8 per berth. The fares named below do not include 
sleeper fares, and are based on the purchase of 15-day World’s 
Fair tickets to St. Louis, with fare and one-third tickets from 
St. Louis to Kansas City. By paying $5 more a 60-day ticket 
may be had. 

Leave Boston, South Station, via Fall River Line, 6 p.m., September 
2, $37.25. 

Leave New York, via Pennsylvania Railroad, 7.55 a.m., September 3. 
$33.25. 

Leave Philadelphia, via Pennsylvania Railroad, 10.30 a.m., September 
8. $33.25. 

Leave Baitimore, via Pennsylvania Railroad, 10.20 a.m., September 3. 
$32.00. 

Leave Washington, via Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad, 2.30 p.m., Septem- 
ber 3, $31.59. 

Arrive Cincinnati 8 a.m., September 4. (Trolley ride around Cincin- 
nati under guidance of local members.) 

Leave Cincinnati, via Big Four Route, 12.20 p.m., September 4, $21.09. 

Arrive in St. Louis 9.45 p.m., September 4. 

Leave St. Louis, via Missouri Pacific Railroad, 10.10 p.m., September 4. 
$10.60. 

Arrive Kansas City 7 a.m., September 5. 

PROGRAMME OF THE MEETING. 

The following programme has been adopted by the Council for the 
guidance of the association at large and the respective sections. 
Monday, September 5, 10 a.m.—Council Meeting. . 

3 p.m.—First general session. 
8.30 p.m.—Recepticn to the visiting members. ~ 
Tuesday, September 6, 10 a.m.—Second general session. 
3 p.m.—Session of the Section on Commercial Interests 
8 p.m.—Session of the Historical Committee. 
Wednesday, September 7, 9.30 a.m.—Session of the Section on Pharma- 
ceutical Education and Legislation. 
1 p.m.—Excursion to Fort Leavenworth. 
Thursday, September 8, 10 a.m.—Session of the Section on Pharmaceu- 
tical Education and Legislation. 
3 p.m.—Session of the Section on Scientific Papers. 
Friday. September 9, 10 a.m.—Session of the Section on Scientific Pa- 
papers. 
3 pm.—Session of the Section on Practical Pharmacy and Dis- 
pensing. 
Saturday, September 10, 10 a.m.—Session of the Section on Practical 
Pharmacy an¢@ Dispensing. 
3 p.m.—Last general session. 

Members who prefer to do so may go straight through Cin- 
cinnati without stopping for the trolley ride around the city. 
In this case they will arrive at St. Louis at 6.15 p. m. They 
can then join the remainder of the party on the 10.10 p.m. 
train. 

VARIABLE ROUTES. 


Members from New York or east of New York may obtain 
tickets going by way of Washington and returning by Chicago, 
Niagara Falls, etc., at a cost of $38.35 for the round trip from 
New York. 


FROM NORTHERN NEW YORK, PENNSYLVANIA AND OHIO. 
Members from the northern part of New York State and 
Pennsylvania who prefer to take a northerly route should cor- 
respond with George Reimann, of 405 Genesee street, Buffalo, 
or Lewis C. Hopp, of Cleveland, who will pilot a party from 
that section. 
PLANS FOR THE CHICAGO CONTINGENT. 


Our Chicago correspondent writes that the Committee on 
Transportation of the A. Ph. A. will probably reach an agree- 
ment with railroads before long which will enable those who 
visit the convention at Kansas City September 5 to go by one 
line and return by another. Arrangements for the westward 
trip will probably be made with the St. Paul or the Santa Fe, 
and for returning via the Wabash or the Alton, with a stop- 
over at St. Louis. 

Additional information about transportation for the differ- 
ent sections of country may be obtained from the committee: 
S. A. D. Sheppard, Boston, Mass.; A. E. Ebert, Chicago, IIl.; 
Chas. G. Merrell, Cincinnati, Ohio; Chas. M. Ford, Denver, 
Col.; Wm. M. Searby, San Francisco, Cal.; Wm.:A. Frost, St. 
Paul, Minn.; Max Samson, New Orleans, La.; Caswell A. Mayo, 
New York City; S. P. Watson, Atlanta, Ga.; H. M. Whelpley, 
St. Louis, Mo., and Chas. Caspari, Jr., chairman, Baltimore, Md. 


HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS. 

By special arrangement a rate of $2.50 per day and upward, 
on the American plan, has been secured at the Coates House. 
Those desiring to engage rooms in advance should address 
Manager of the Coates House, Tenth and Broadway, Kansas 
City, Mo., and state that they are members of the A. Ph. A. 

The following additional hotels have named rates during 
the meeting: 

BalGimore TOtel.... coc cewccesa $1.50 and upward, on European plan. 
po ge et re $1.50 and npward, on European plan. 


§ $1.00, $1.50 and $2.00 on European plan. 
1 $2.00; $1.50 and $3.00 on American plan. 


It is expected that on account of the proximity of the 
World’s Fair the attendance will be very large, and that many 
who contemplate visiting the Fair will wait for the 
cool September weather. This will be the most pleasant time 
of the year to visit the Middle West. A trip, then, that will 
afford one the opportunity of attending the Exposition, taking 
in the A. Ph. A., with all its attendant pleasure and enjoyment, 
should certainly be appreciated by all who are in any way 
associated with pharmacy. The committee invite the entire 
profession to come to the Queen City of the West, partake of 
her hospitality, attend the sessions of the A. Ph. A., participate 
in the elaborate programme proposed, and then take oad Mis- 
souri’s other great show at St. Louis. 

Those from points West, Southwest, North and Northwest 
will be granted 10 days’ stopover at St. Louis without payment 
of joint agent’s fee. All railroads have abolished the fee on 
these tickets. Those from the East can take in the Fair, then 
the meeting, or vice versa. Very low rates will be in effect at 
that time. By purchasing a ticket to St. Louis and return and 
then securing ticket to Kansas City and return, much can be 
saved by Easterners contemplating the trip. 

Kansas City opens wide her arms and bids all who may be 
in any way associated with the profession a glad and hearty 
welcome. 


EROUE) BEV OY occis ewisices cece 


THE ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAM ME. 


Among the many features of entertainment proposed the 
following are the most prominent: 


(1) A trio to the largest military post in the world, embracing a 
pan of 3,560 United States troops and a sham battle. At Ft. Leaven- 
wor 

(2) An auto and tallyho ride over Kansas City’s extensive park and 
boulevard system to the Elm Ridge Club, where a luncheon will be 
served, to be followed by a ball. 

(3) Street car rides by special car to Kansas City’s various points 
of ri. for the ladies. 

(4) Visit to the most extensive packing house system extant. 

(5) Trip to the amusement parks, where special and elaborate pro- 
gramme will be rendered. 

(6) Special features for the ladies will be given each day, under 
the auspices of the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Kansas City Retail Drug- 
gists’ Association. 


The foregoing and many other plans are arranged, which, 
taken together, provide a surfeit of enjoyment, held in a city 
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celebrated for its genuine Southern hospitality, its Western 
freedom and energy, its Northern progressiveness, tempered, as 
it were, by the influx of culture that comes to us from the East 
—-verily, a city cosmopolitan. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Following is a list of A. Ph. A. members elected since the 
1903 meeting. ‘The Council is electing new members every few 
days. The prospect is good for a very large attendance at Kan- 
sas City. 


Achenbach, John, U. S. Marine Hospital, Port ‘Townsend, Wash. 
Adams, Frank Milton, Forney, Texas. 
Adams, Henry, Springfield, Mass. 
Adams, James Ogilvie, New Orleans, La. 
Bailey, Leon, Jackson, Minn. 
Beck, Julius Edward, Fort Stanton, N. M. 
Birdsong, Lafayette Felix, Woodville, Miss. 
Boberg, Otto J. S., Eau Claire, Wis. 
Brewer, Justin Sewall, Hoboken, N, J. 
Sradley, Linn, Great Falls, Mont. 
ae P. G., 1st Cl. Sgt. Hosp. Corp., U. 8. A., Parang, Mindanao, 
x 


Buchanan, C G., Wellsburg, W. Va 
Coffman, Walter ‘Thomas, South English, Iowa. 
Colby, Charles l.., Jackson, Minn. 
Conzet, Rufus Warren, Greenup, Ill. 
Darby, Marvin Henry, Florence, Ala. 
Davis, George Bowditch, New Orleans, la. 
Doehne, George, jr., Austin, Minn. 
Donohue, Henry, “San Francisco, Cal. 
Dunn, Mrs. Minnie, Iowa City, Iowa. 
Earhart, Fred A., New Orleans, La. 
Engelhardt, Geo. P.. Chicago, Ill 
¥lynn. Cornelius Paul, Boston, Mass. 
Friedenbarg, Maximilian W. ax Winfield, Kan. 
Gibson, Frank Leighton, Honoluiu, Hawaii. 
Gleason, Patrick S., Waltham, Mass. 
Greenthal, ey: Detroit, Mich 
Gregory, Chas. Alfred, Council Grove, Kan. 
Guerrero, Leon Maria, Manila. I. 
Hamilton, Clarence B., Longview, Texa 
Hanrath, Frederick R., U. ne Marine Hospital, St. Louis, Mo. 
Hargreaves, Jobi:, Torenta o, Can 
Henrion, Walter 8., Wichita, Kan. 
Herb, Joseph, Superior, Wis. 
Hoge, John - Macon, Ga. 
Jeffers, Cl Norman, Yukon, Okla. 
Johnson, Fm Jacksonville, Texas. 
Kalusowski, Henry E., Washington, D. C. 
Kingman. Ignatius, Kast Grand Forks, Minn. 
Kester, Joseph A., Onaga, Kan. 
Killeen, William Patrick, New Orleans, La. 
Lauer, Joseph William, ‘Winona, Minn. 
Lawson, Chas. E., Kansas C ity, Mo. 
Leiper, James Armstrong, Sewanee, Tenn. 
lyon, Arthur George, Coldwater, Mich. 

cBride, Charles Robert, go gce Office, Manila, P. I. 
McC auley, Charles E., Oak Park, 
McConnell, Lewis W., McCook, Ne b. 
McCormick, Louis Carlton, Lake re Fla. 
McKay, Felix Early, Troupe, Texa 
MacDowell, William Foster, Public. Health and Marine Hospital Service. 
Manhattan, Carl Engel, Manhattan, Kan. 
Mann, Charles F., Detroft, Mich. 
Mason. Myron R., "San Francisco Quarantine Sta., Angel Island, Cal. 
Muir, Join P., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Nagle, Frederick S., Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
Neal,- Thomas Lindsey, Medford, Okla. 
Perkins, John Seymour, Meridian, Miss. 
Phillips, Thomas Ne owkirk, spacial |e ok 
Pierce, Fred, St. ———. 
Quirk, Edmend Charlies, rom New Iberia, La. 
Richardson, Thomas William, New Orleans, La. 
Rose, Edward Spangler. Vinton, lowa. 
Rowel!. Sam J., Excelsior }- gan Mo. 
Schenk, Henry, "New York City. 
Schumacher, Albert Jobn, st. ‘Paul, Minn. 
Searson, Edwin A., Grand Island, Neb. 
Settle, James Alpert, Yukon, Okla. ba 
Sherriff, William: Ebenezer, Ellsworth, Kan. 
Shudrowitz, Frank, Lansing, Kan. 
Sims, Henry Upson, Longview, Texas. 
Snow, Fred. Asbury, Topeka, Kan. 
Snyder, Henry N., Lancaster, Pa. 
Stevens, Frederick Solon, Auburn, Cal 
Trolinger, E. F.. Bell Buckie Tenn 
Van Ness George I., U. Marine "Hospital, Stapleton, N. Y. 
Walker, Alfred L., perrolt. Mich. 
Webber, Arthur H., Cadiilac, Mich. 
Weschcke, Charles, Springfield, Minn. 
Whitney, David V., Kansas City, Mo. 
Wiegel, Carl George, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Registered in the District of Columbia. 


The Commissioners of Pharmacy of the District of Colum- 
bia held their quarterly examination for registration July 11. 
There were 13 applicants, the four successful ones being J. J. 
Minson, A. B. Slaymaker, W. T. Cantwell and G. P. Parton. 
The next examination will be held October 10. Candidates 
must file their applications, accompanied by the required fee 
with the secretary, Dr. Henry A. Johnston, 1221 New Jersey 
avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C., on or before October 3. 
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CANADIAN TARIFF OPERATES AGAINST AMERICAN 
PROPRIETARIES. 


Four Hundred American Proprietaries Shut Out—Retailers Suffer 
Through Abrogation of the Rebate Privilege. 


What is known as the “ anti-dumping clause” of the Field- 
ing Tariff law of Canada went into effect August 1 and as a 
result many American proprietary remedies are practically 
barred out. But the customs officers insist that the prices at 
which goods are sold in the United States must be the stand- 
ard on which duty shall be paid, and the result is that on pro- 
prietary articles not made in Canada there is a rise in prices. 
The inevitable effect will be to stimulate the sale of Canadian- 
made goods, and to give them protection from rebates on goods 
made in the United States, for the products of American firms 
who manufacture in Canada and of Canadian concerns are not 
affected. 

It was the practice of manufacturers in the United States 
selling their preparations in Canada to give rebates covering 
the amount of the duty, so that their goods were sold in this 
country at the same price as in the United States. The whole- 
sale druggists have raised the prices on all articles affected, so 
the retail men say, and they find themselves in special need of 
an organization that would enable them to advance prices so as 
to save themselves. It may be said, however, that while 400 
articles seem a large number the stock of a good drug store 
will total up from 3,000 to 4,000 different names of drugs and 
preparations. 

EFFECT ON RETAIL TRADE. 

A leading Toronto druggist says that the situation in the 
retail drug trade is not at all satisfactory. There has not been 
any complete relief from the cutting of prices on proprietary 
medicines, and it is felt that it ought to be found through an 
arrangement between the executives of the retailers’ and whole- 
salers’ associations. The manufacturers have been doing much 
toward stopping the cutting of prices by introducing the serial 
number contract plan, by which the retailer is bound to sell the 
specified article at a stipulated price. No exception is made to 
large buyers. The retailers’ interests are being looked after by 
an executive representing the drug section of the Provincial 
Retailers’ Association. A. E. Walton, Toronto, is the president; 
E. Gregory, of Lindsay, is first vice-president; H. Waters, of 
Ottawa, is second vice-president, and W. R. Petrie, of Toronto. 
is secretary-treasurer. The retail men insist that they do not 
want to form a combine, but only want an organization that 
can make fair arrangements in the interests of the trade. 





Many Visitors from Abroad. 

In the AMERICAN Druceist for July 11, p. 19, particulars 
were given of,the programme provided by the Arrangements 
Committee of the Society of Chemical Industry for the annual 
general meeting to be held in New York on September 8. The 
names of some of the members who have announced their in- 
tention of crossing the Atlantic to attend this meeting are as 
follows: Sir William Ramsay, president; C. G. Cresswel!, gen- 

eral secretary; Thomas Tyrer, Max Muspratt, Dr. R. Miélhau, 
Dr. R. Messel, vice-president; James Cuming, Jr.; Eustace 
Carey, William Mair. 


Canadian Pharmacists Meet. 

Montreal, July 19.—At the first meeting of the new council 
of the Pharmaceutical Association of the Province of Quebec 
the following officers, boards of examiners and auditors were 
duly appointed for the year 1904-5—namely: President, John 
E. Tremble, Montreal; first vice-president, A. E. Du Berger, 
Waterloo ; second vice-president, J. E. Dubé, Quebec; treasurer, 
W. H. Chapman, Montreal; major and minor board of exam- 
iners, W. H. Chapman, Edmund Giroux, jr., and Alex. B. J. M. 
Moore, Montreal; R. W. Williams, Three Rivers; A. E. D. 
Berger, Waterloo, and Hercule Guerin, Montreal. Preliminary 
board of examiners, Professors Isaac Gammell and J. O. Casse- 
grain, Montreal; J. E. Dubé, supervisor of examinations for 
Quebec city and district. Auditors, M. Albert and J. Victor 
Levesque, Montreal. E. Muir is the efficient secretary-regis- 
trar. 
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The Tennessee Association. 


The Tennessee Pharmaceutical Association met in annual 
convention at Lookout Inn at 10.80 a. m., on July 20. Presi- 
dent Charles M. Martin was in the chair. ©. W. Holbrook, 
secretary of the Chattanooga Chamber of Commerce, made the 
address of welcome on behalf of the city. The response was 
made by C. M. Martin, the president, on behalf of the conven- 
tion. 

All the officers of the association were present except the 
treasurer, D. J. Kuhn, of Nashville. 

The president’s address was postponed until the afternoon 
session, and after a brief informal talk by J. B. Duble, of the 
National Association of Retail Druggists, the convention ad- 
journed to meet at 2.30 p. m. 

The afternoon session was called to order by President Mar- 
tin at 2.30. Ira B. Clark, of Nashville, was called to the chair, 
and the president read his annual address. Mr. Martin first 
alluded to the location as an ideal place for holding such a 
meeting, and expressed great gratification at the attention the 
organization had received. The address was full of witty allu- 
sions, and also contained many practical suggestions of special 
interest to the organization. 

The speaker reviewed briefly the work of the Association 
in the State and asserted that the present State pharmacy law, 
the most satisfactory of any yet enacted, was the result of the 
efforts put forth by members of this organization. Concerted 
efforts had improved business conditions, but the half way 
point was not yet reached. Members were exhorted to work 
steadily and conscientiously for the elevation of the drug busi- 
ness as a profession. 

At the close of the president’s address several new members 
were received. 

The Tennessee Board of Pharmacy submitted a report to 
the association, briefly outlining the work of that body during 
the past year. This report was received and ordered printed 
with the proceedings of the association. 

J. B. Duble, representing the National Association of Retail 
Druggists, presented two petitions, one to each of the United 
States Senators from Tennessee, asking their support in Con- 
gress for the measure known as the Mann bill, which aims to 
amend the present patent law in regard to medicines imported 
from foreign countries. 

The petitions will be circulated among the druggists of the 
State for signatures and will then be forwarded to Tennessee’s 
representatives in the United States Senate. 

A number of athletic contests, games, etc., filled out the 
remainder of the afternoon. 

At the second day’s session the following officers were 
elected : . 

President—R. W. Vickers, of Murfreesboro. 

Vice-Presidents—For West Tennessee, I. J. Shannon, of 
Sharon; for Middle Tennessee, M. E. Hutton, of Nashville; for 
East Tennesee, W. C. Risen, of Bristol. 

Secretary—PE. F. Trolinger. 

Treasurer—D. J. Kuhn. 

Mr. Duble, of the National Association, was introduced and 
spoke eloquently. of the condition of the organization he repre- 
sents. He said that during the five months just past he had 
visited every Southern State and paid a tribute to the people 
of the South, complimenting the. Sopthern retail druggists 
especially. He spoke of the great labor necessitated by the 
organizing of so vast a number of interests into one. He said 
that competition between retail druggists on a price basis was 
being eliminated, but that competition on all other bases was 
encouraged. ‘In dwelling upén the power which the association 
was able to exert, Mr. Duble quoted Kipling very aptly, and 
illustrated its great influence by numerous examples. The job- 
bers and proprietors who were the former enemies of the asso- 
ciation have become its staunch friends, not from any reason 
of sentiment, but from a business standpoint. He found a rea- 
son for the existence of the national organization in the fact 
that legislation inimical to the best interests of retail druggists 
ean be fought only by nationally organized effort. The national 
organization is not only a commercial organ, but an ethical 
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one as well, and proposes to do all that can be done for the 
retail druggists. ' . 

The remainder of the day was devoted to social entertain- 
ments, a visit to Crawfish Springs and other places of interest. 


The Washington Association at Sea. 

rhe fifteenth annual meeting of the Washington State Phar- 
maceutical Association was held on board the steamer “ Queen,” 
which sailed from Seattle on Wednesday morning, 12th ult., and 
touched at Tacoma, Everett, Anacortes, Bellingham and Van- 
couver. ‘The members were entertained with drives, &c., by the 
local druggists at each of the ports touched. 

The association declared against trading stamps, citing the 
Massachusetts statute on the subject. It also went on record 
against the irresponsible peddlers of medicines, the unwarrant- 
ed sale of narcotics and the refilling of prescriptions. Desired 
amendments to the State pharmacy laws were discussed, and 
an effort will be made to secure the desired legislation. The 
National Association of Retail Druggists was represented by 
W. B. Cheatham, of San Francisco, who addressed the conven- 
tion on the work and methods of that body. The latter re- 
ceived the hearty indorsement of the meeting. 

The following officers were elected: President, W. R. Pratt, 
Everett ; first vice-president, F. P. Offerman, Bellingham; sec- 
ond vice-president, P. R. Stahl, Centralia; third vice-president, 
N. B. Wheeler, Kettle Falls; secretary, W. P. Bonney, Tacoma ; 
treasurer, E. Bolink, Seattle; Executive Committee: C. J. Carr 
and J. Schlumpf, Seattle; J. W. McArthur, Spokane; U. G. Wyn- 
koop, Tacoma; J. W. Day, Daylton; F. P. Offerman, Belling- 
ham, and J. C. Bissell, Auburn. 

The Executive Committee met at once and selected a list 
of eligibles from whom the Governor will appoint a member to 
succeed I. Korn, of Seattle, whose term of office as a member of 
the State Examining Board will expire this year. The follow- 
ing is the list: BE. Bolink, C. H. Low, I. Korn, J. M. Lang, Se- 
attle; F. BE. Wyatt, Vancouver. 

The selection of the next meeting place was left with the 
Executive Committee. 


Florida Pharmaceutical Association. 

At the meeting of the State Board of Pharmacy held at 
Jacksonville on June 15, the Florida State Pharmaceutical 
Association was reorganized and the following officers elected: 
President, J. C. Abernethy, Miami; first vice-president, H. HH. 
D’Alemberte, Pensacola; second vice-president, C. C. Bettes, 
Jacksonville; third vice-president, Leon Hale, Tampa; secre- 
tary, D. W. Ramsaur, Palatka; treasurer, Thomas Clarke, 
Jacksonville; local secretary, M. B. Craig, Jacksonville. 

The annual meeting of the association will be held in Jack- 
sonville on Wednesday and Thursday of Gala Week in Novem- 
ber, and all pharmacists throughout the State are cordially 
invited to attend and become members. All who are interested 
ure invited to correspond with the secretary, D. W. Ramsaur, 
Palatka. 


Passed the Florida Board of Pharmacy. 


At the last meeting of the board, 25 applicants applied for 
registration, of which the following weresuccessful: J. H. 
Goodman, Fitzgerald, Ga.; W. H. Walker, Lamont, Fla.; 
E. G. Siadous, Houston, Texas; Jno. W. Blow, Dayton, Fla. ; 
G. M. Chatfield, Roanoke, Ala.; Qixto Caballero, Tampa, Fla. ; 
C. B. Turpin, Jacksonville, Fla.; Panlo Penichet y Camos, Ha- 
vana; Ysador Penichet y Gonzalez, Havana; J. Lee Pittman, 
Abbeyville, Ga.; Jno. W. Frech, Atlanta, Ga.; Henry C. Frech, 
Brunswick, Ga.; Dilis Auger, Jacksonville, Fla.; Geo. A. Han- 
ford, Leesburg, Fla.; C. Harold Hays, Jacksonville, Fla.; Fred. 
B. Sampson, St. Augustine, Fla. 


Asked to Close. Drug Stores on Sundays. 

Grand Rapids, Mich., July 20.—Druggists throughout the 
city have been requested to close their business places every 
Sunday in July and August between the hours of 1 and 4.30 
p.m. Already, it is said, pharmacists of Monroe and Cana) 
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streets have consented to the plan, agreeing to close for the 
first time next Sunday. The movement is the result of agita- 
tion begun by the recently organized Consumers’ League, which 
proposes to give clerks in all stores holidays during the sum- 
mer. 


Obituary. 


ALFRED H. ALLEN. 





ALFRED H. ALLEN, F.I.C., F.C.S. 


Alfred Henry Allen, F.1.C., F.C.S., died at his home in 
Sheffield, England, on July 14, aged 58. Among pharmacists, 
Mr. Allen, whose portrait is shown herewith, was known 
universally as the author of “ Commercial Organic Analysis.” 
The son of an eminent architect, Mr. Allen was born in South- 
wark, on January 17, 1846. He was educated in a private 
school at Brighton, and afterward studied at the College of 
Chemistry and Agriculture and at the Royal School of Mines. 
He was Professor of Chemistry and Physics and the School 
of Medicine, Sheffield, and Public Analyst for the city. He 
did an enormous amount of work in chemical methods relating 
to the analyses of foods, drugs and commercial products. He 
was for many years a member of the British Pharmaceutical 
Conference and an honorary member of the Sheffield Chemical 
and Pharmaceutical Society. He visited the United States a 
few years ago, and was the guest of honor at a meeting of the 
Society of Chemical Industry, where many prominent chem- 
ists and pharmacists of this city had the privilege of making 
his acquaintance. An old pupil and intimate friend in an appre- 
ciation of the deceased contributed to the Chemist and Druggist 
for July 23, said: 


Mr. Allen’s mental gifts were quite exceptional. He pos- 
sessed the power of rapidly mastering, as it were by intuitive 
perception, the salient points of an intricate problem. Always 
keen and alert, he would smite an adversary through the joints 
of the harness with unerring aim. No sophistry, however sub- 
tle, could blind his perception of the real merits of the ques- 
tion at issue, and it was this, among other qualities, which 
made him an ideal witness in the law courts or before Royal 
commissions. 

Mr. Allen’s memory was marvelous, and his capacity for 
work inexhaustible. Although an omnivorous reader, he was at 
the same time most systematic in arranging and indexing his 
scientific references, He loved his profession, and was never 
happier than when gaining knowledge for himself or imparting 
it to others. The perpetual strain of laborious literary work, 
added to the wear and tear of his professional life, which ne- 
cessitated constant railway traveling and long hours spent in 
crowded courts, undermined his constitution, and doubtless in- 
duced the disease which sapped his strength and ultimately 
proved fatal. Even his physical weakness he turned to good 
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account, making it the occasion of a valuable treatise on urin- 
ary analysis which has added considerably to our knowledge of 
this obscure subject. 

Mr. Allen always maintained a sympathetic attitude to- 
ward pharmacists, and pharmacy will be distinctly poorer for 
his loss. On the social side he will be greatly missed at many 
a friendly gathering, not least at the conference meetings. He 
could wear the motley with the same ease as the robe of the 
savant, and many a brilliant jew d’esprit from his pen enliv- 
ened the hours of a convivial meeting. 

Mrs. Mary Virginia Parke, wife of Lyman M. Parke, son of 
the late Hervey C. Parke, of Parke, Davis & Co., died July 24, 
at Colorado Springs. Mrs. Parke was formerly Miss Mary Vir- 


ginia Lubeck, of Chicago. 





DIED. 


ALLEN.—In Sheffield, England, on Thursday, July 14, Alfred 
Henry Allen, F.I.C., F.C.S., in the fifty-eighth year of his age. 


CAMPBELL.—In Mt. Vernon, N. Y., on Sunday, July 31, Jo- 
seph H. Campbell, in the seventy-fourth year of his age. 


McDamw.—In Clinton, Iowa, on Wednesday, July 13, George 
D. MeDaid, in the fifty-fourth vear of his age. 


Rice.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Monday, August 1, Joseph L. 
Rice, in the thirty-ninth year of his age. 


Registered in Connecticut. 

The result of the examination of eandidates by the State 
Board of Pharmacy at Hartford, June 4, has been announced. 

The following were the successful candidates: C. C. Celes- 
tine, New Haven; Wilmer M. Blackman, Bridgeport; F. S. 
Bachant, New Haven; A. W. Smith, Holyoke; Louis Hamer- 
man, New Haven; Peter Colberg, Norwich; John Bellier, Bran- 
ford, and J. J. McQueeney, New Haven. 

The result of the examination held June 21 has not been 
announced. The examination papers are being examined. The 
next examination of candidates will be held in September. 


DRUG INCORPORATIONS. 


Certificates of incorporation have been filed since our last 
of the following new concerns: 


The Bleach White Chemical Works, Fort vane Ind. Directors: 
Re ti ia Schell, Peter A. ‘Thompson and Wales KE. Van Ame. Capital, 
x 


Carolina Chemical Company, Buies, N. C. Incorporators: Charles 
8S. Dandois, G. Schrade and R. C. Lawrence. Capital, $25,000. 


Castor Oil Tablet Company, New York, N. Y. Incorporators: W. K. 
Martin, C. R. Nelson and F. G. Nelson. ‘Object : to manufacture med- 
ical preparations. Capital, $150,000. 

4 


Dale Manufacturing Company, Rahway, N. J. Incorporators: Mack 
Rosewig, Alexander F. Aronson, James E. Dale and Walter Felter, ir. 
Object: to import, sell and manufacture drugs, chemicals, oils, dye 
stuffs and other merchandise. Capital, $100,000. 


Drager Medicine Company, Washington, D. C. Incorporators: Fred- 
erick C. Drager, Abraham Smith and Taylor Cook. Capital, $100,000. 


East Chicago Drug Company, East Chicago, Ind. Incorporators: 
Edward J. Jenkins, Edward Jacob, Dr. Robert Spear and Dr. Alexander 
A. Ross. Capital, $3,000. 


Edmonds & Yznaga, Washington, D. C. Incorporators: Irland Ed- 
monds, Alexis Yznaga and Emma Edmonds. Capital, $5,00 0. 


Freekeleater Company, cole, Texas. Incorporators: J. R. Matti- 
son, G, W. Baker and McCormick. Object: to manufacture a 
medicinal preparation. Caplial $10,000. 


Ideal Soap & Chemical we aay Brooklyn, N. Y. Incorporators: 
rey Mayer, Jacob Schwartzwalder and Bertha Bruchfeld. Capital, 
0,000, 


James Chemica! Company, Columbia, S. C. Incorporators : William 
Weston, L. A. Griffith and J. L. Hannahan. Object: to deal in and 
manufacture drugs. 


Mullen & Haynes a ioe s Retail Dros Company, Owensboro 
Ky. Incorporators: J. Q. Ha G. E. Mullen, A. R. Miller, L. W. 
Alexander and C. M. Mullen. Capital, $100,000. 


Red Cross Chemical Company, Wilmington, N. C. Incorporators: 
W. B. Wells, C. D. Gore, T. J. Gore and A. Q. Marshall. Object: to 
manufacture and deal in drugs, chemicals, medicines, etc. Capital, 
$24,000. 


The Renova Medical Company, New York, N. Y. Directors: BE. M. 
Atkin, H. 8S. Coates and Aloysius Donnelly. Capital, $50,000, 
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Greater New York News. 


William Muir, of Brooklyn, is spending the ‘summer at 
Leeds, N. Y. 


The German Apothecaries’ Society will hold an outing on 
September 8 at Bachmann’s, Staten Island. 


W. N. Taylor, president of the Davis Lead Company, was 
entertained at the Drug Club the other day by John M. Peters. 


Col. E. W. Fitch, manager of the New York branch of 
Parke, Davis & Co., has been spending his vacation at Rye 
Beach, N. H., with his family. 


William F. McConnell, secretary of the Drug Trade Section 
of the Board of Trade and Transportation, is back at his desk 
after an enjoyable vacation. 


Dr. Ferd. T. Hartmann, a graduate of the New York College 
of Pharmacy, of the class of ’84, and M.D. ’89, has opened a new 
drug store at 2,570 Seventh avenue, near 148th street, in addi- 
tion to his private medical and surgical dispensary. 


J. Jungmann opened a branch store at 1 East Forty-second 
street on July 26, issuing formal card invitations which were 
very neatly gotten up. ‘The new store promises to be quite a 
success. 


Jobbers are complaining of dull business, but they say that 
trade is about the same as usual in midsummer. They look for 
rather conservative operations on the part of buyers, however, 
until after the election. 


Jacob Hasslacher, of the Roessler & Hasslacher Chemical 
Company, returned recently from a four months’ tour through 
Europe with his family. Handsome floral offerings, given by 
his office staff, awaited him on his return. 


According to the schedules in bankruptcy of the Vitone 
Mfg. Company, a patent medicine concern of 109 West Highty- 
third street, the liabilities are $3,779, with nominal assets of 
$1,688. .' 

Willie De Zeller has desisted from his efforts to unload 
plasters on the drug trade in New York, and is now engaged in 
playing in the sand at Atlantic City and accumulating a fresh 
fund of anecdotes with which to regale the long-suffering drug 
public of the city. 


Friends of Prof. William C. Anderson are glad to see him 
up and around again after his recent severe illness. He will 
take a much needed rest in Pennsylvania, and hopes to be able 
to attend the American Pharmaceutical Association conven- 
tion in Kansas City next month. . 


Recent visitors in the downtown drug section were C. M. 
Woodruff, of the Detroit office of Parke, Davis & Co., also J. 
M. McDonald, of that firm; H. L. Hurxthal, of the W. S. 
Thompson Pharmacy, Washington, D. C., and A. BE. Hendey, 
Lehn & Fink’s representative in Western Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. 


It is reported that Henry Dalley, whose health of late has 
not been very good and who is about to sail for Europe, has re- 
signed the chairmanship of the Executive Committee of the 
Perfumers’ Association, to which he was elected at the last 
meeting, in favor of Theodore Reicksecker. 

M. J. Breitenbach is spending the summer in Europe, and 
some of his friends have been delighted the past week at the 
receipt of unusually attractive picture postal cards, dated from 
Scheveningen, Netherlands. The cards are typical of the coun- 
try, and show the native Hollanders in their quaint costumes 
and headgear. 


The movement to establish a co-operative insurance com- 
pany for druggists has come to a halt, and efforts in that direc- 
tion will be suspended until this fall. The Attorney-General 
expects to try a case before the Albany Special Term in Sep- 
tember, which involves the right of individuals to engage in a 
reciprocal insurance system, and further steps in the matter 
will not be taken until that case has been disposed of. 
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Among the out of town guests registered at the Drug Club 
recently were E. E. Bostock, of Philadelphia ; Herman Krug, of 
Belize, British Honduras; E. N. Richardson, Waterbury, Conn. ; 
J. W. Lowe, Boston; A. Austin, Denver; J. C. Chase, Lake 
View, Maine; W. L. Morales, of Havana, Cuba; August Levy, 
of Paris, and B. O. and A. O. Crocker, of Montevideo. 


John R. Wall, a druggist of this city, and Mrs. Lelia Dress- 
ner, a daughter of Edwin Barrow, of Louisville, Ky., were mar- 
ried at Greenwich, Conn., on July 16. Mr. Wall formerly 
owned a pharmacy at Sixth avenue and Thirty-seventh street. 
He was popular among theatrical people, and his marriage, 
which was surrounded with secrecy, comes as a great surprise 
to his friends. 


J. A. Ritter, formerly book-keeper for A. P. Ordway & Co., 
manufacturing chemists-of this city, pleaded guilty of grand 
larceny the other day; and was sentenced by Judge Cowing to 
four years in Sing Sing? “Ritter was charged with having taken 
some $18,000 of the company’s funds. He left the city some 
time ago, but was finally located and arrested in Columbus, 
Neb. 


Secretary of the Treasury Shaw has approved the report 
of a special committee, representing various importing and 
other interests connected with inward bound merchandise, who 
revised the charges for storage, labor and cartage on general 
order goods. The new schedule removes inequalities which 
heretofore prevailed in such charges and which were the 


source of much annoyance. gi 


Julius Finkelstein, a druggist of Eighth avenue and Forty- 
seventh street, has sold out his drug store and taken an en- 
gagement to sing in the company which is to give Parsifal 
in English next season. Mr. Finkelstein, who has a fine tenor 
voice, has devoted most of his leisure time to the study of 
music for some years past, and has been much encouraged in 
his efforts by the commendation of no less an authority tham 
Edouard de Reszke. He has taken the stage name of Julius 
Steiner. 

Walter S. Rockey, of Thirty-fourth street and Eighth ave- 
nue, is spending the summer at Bradley Beach, N. J., where he 
has a cottage. He recently had a narrow escape from drown- 
ing. Both Mr. and Mrs. Rockey are expert swimmers, and for 
this reason did not notice, while bathing, that they were being 
swept out by the receding tide until they had gone so far out 
that they found it impossible to get back. Fortunately they 
were rescued by the life savers without suffering any more se- 
rious consequences than that of complete exhaustion from their 
efforts to swim back to shore. 

The destruction by fire of the eight-story warehouse and 
office building of Lehn & Fink, at 120 William street, was nar- 
rowly averted last Tuesday afternoon. Two employees were 
working over a vessel containing alcohol on the top floor of the 
building near a gas jet when the vapors of the alcohol became 
ignited and caused an explosion which covered the two men 
with burning alcohol. The explosion occurred under an auto- 
matic sprinkler, and one of the men fortunately had sufficient 
presence of mind to make a dash through the flames and set 
it in cperation. In a twinkling the room was drenched with 
water, and the spread of the fire checked. The damage to the 
building was slight. 


The members of the Drug Trade Club were shocked at the 
news of the suicide of Joseph L. Rice, for several years past 
book-keeper for the club. Mr. Rice killed himself by jumping 
from the footpath of the Williamsburg Bridge, near the Brook- 
lyn tower, last Monday. He landed in a heap of stones, and 
must have met with instantaneous death, for nearly every bone 
in his body was broken. He was formerly connected with the 
Fowler Brothers’ Eastern branch of the pork packing industry 
in the Produce Exchange Building, and when the branch was 
discontinued a few years ago he became book-keeper for the 
Drug Trade Club. His salary was considerably smaller than he 
had received from Fowler Brothers. He frequently told his 
wife that being obliged to work for smaller pay than he had 
been accustomed to receive was driving him to distraction. 
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The Horlicks, of Racine, Wis., National Whist Champions and Winners 
of the Hamilton Trophy for 1904. 





THREE GREAT NUMBERS. 


On September 5 - - - Special Exposition Number. 
On October 17 - - - Special N. A. R. D. Number. 
On November 25. - - Special N. W. D. A. Number. 


These three issues of the AMERICAN Drucoist offer a re- 
markable opportunity to advertisers to place their announce- 
ments before the drug trade of the Americas. Each issue will 
be full of matter of the keenest and most vital interest to the 
entire drug trade, and every druggist in the United States given 
a good rating by the commercial agencies will receive a copy. 

The Special Exposition Number of September 5 will com- 
prise a pharmaceutical handbook of the Fair, in addition to its 
regular quota of interesting matter. 

The Special N. A. R. D. Number of October 17 will give a 
full and vivid account of the proceedings of the annual conven- 
tion of the National Association of Retail Druggists, to be held 
in St. Louis, from October 10 to 14. This meeting is one that 
will be fraught with vital consequences to the entire drug trade 
of America, and every detail will be read with keenest interest. 

The Special N. W. D. A. Number of November 21 will pre- 
sent a clear, distinct, well digested account of the proceedings 
of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Association, to be held at 
New Orleans from November 14 to 18. The proceedings of this 
meeting will furnish a clew to the attitude which the whole- 
sale drug trade will take toward the plans adopted by the Na- 
tional Association of Retail Druggists at the October meeting, 
and will therefore be of paramount interest to the retail as 
well as to the wholesale drug trade. 

An advertisement in these three issues will reach the eyes 
and command the attention of all the enterprising druggists in 
the United States. 

Prices are as follows: 

One page, one time, $60—all three issues, $180. 
Half page, one time, $35—all three issues, $105. 

Prospective advertisers would do well to send in their orders 
at the earliest possible date, so as to secure good location for 
their advertisements. 
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WESTERN NEW YORK, 


Business Dull in Buffalo —Buffalo Burglars Adopt Chicago 
Methods—One Effect of the Prerequisite Requirement—Who 
Was the Original Prerequisite Man—The Annual Outing to 
be Held at Grand Island—The Work of the Western Branch. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, August 4.—There seems to be but little improve- 
ment in the drug business in Buffalo, and the members of the 
trade ore making the best of the situation, satisfied at least 
that there is not likely. to be any more stores established right 
away, for there is no excess business anywhere to be divided 
up Leiween old and new establishments. With a long, hot 
spell for a big soda water run there would be something in the 
trade, but it has not been the plan of the weather authorities 
to afford more than one warm day at a time, and even then 
the temperature has not been very near 90 degrees. 


A REGULAR CHICAGO HOLD UP. 

The sensation in Buffalo drug circles of late was the effort 
to hold up the store of Edward Voik, at the Forest Lawn Ceme- 
tery entrance of Delaware avenue, on the night of July 30. A 
man calling himself William Hicks had been seen hanging 
about the store during the day, and soon after dark he entered 
the store and began a descent on the cash register. Mrs. Voli, 
who is a clerk in her husband’s store, came out from the pre- 
scription room to wait on the supposed customer, when he drew 
a revolver and fired at her, but did not hit her. William Legg, 
a neighboring florist, who had been in the telephone box, then 
rushed out and grappled with the intruder, and Mr. Volk came 
to his aid from the rear. They managed to get the pistol and 
then to overpower him, while Mrs. Volk called the police. [t 
was found that he had stolen a bicycle during the day, which 
was found outside. Nobody knew him and he claimed to come 
from Chicago. His trial has not been held. 


A RUSH TO ESCAPE THE PREREQUISITE REQUIREMENT. 

There is a rush of would-be druggists to be examined by 
the various branches of the State Board of Pharmacy before 
the Prerequisite law is in force. Secretary Reimann, of the 
Western branch, reports that he is fairly flooded with letters 
inquiring as to the law and when there will be another examina- 
tion. There will be no effort to restrict these applications, and, 
in fact, the board will do what it can to assist all who are quali- 
fied to obtain licenses before the new law goes into effect at 
the beginning of next year. It will behoove the applicants, 
however, to make the best use of their time from now to ex- 
amination day, so that they can become qualified for ‘a phar- 
macist’s license, as the lesser license is far inferior to it in 
value now, not permitting its holder to manage a drug store 
in a town of more than 1,000 inhabitants. The board has ar- 
ranged to hold three more examinations this year, September 
21, November 16 and December 31, after which date no one will 
be eligible for pharmacist examination but pharmacy college 
graduates. The selection of the last day in the year for the 
final examination under the old law is a special concession to 
the noncollege applicant and is all that the board could do in 
the matter. 

REIMANN THE ORIGINATOR OF THE PREREQUISITE MOVEMENT. 

The distinction of having first suggested or urged the pre- 
requisite Pharmacy law now has numerous claimants, but they 
will have hard work to make out a clearer case than does Sec- 
retary George Reimann, of the Western Branch of the State 
Board of Pharmacy. In 1898 he was the chairman of the Com- 
mercial Interests Committee of the State association, which 
met that year in Rochester, and in his report outlined the law 
so exactly that there can be no doubt of its being the starting 
point of it. He showed that all other professions in which 
qualifying examinations are required are exacting some previ- 
ous scholastic qualification, while the druggist was prepared 
for his by a certain time spent in a drug store. The report 
called down a storm of opposition, and the discussion was so 
lively and long that it affected the election of officers that fol- 
lowed, as a number of Rochester druggists were obliged to leave 
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before voting. The report was voted down severely, but in the 
form of postponing action a year, when the measure was again 
staved off for five years, nobody supposing that public opinion 
would change so radically in that time as to make a law possible 
now, covering the precise point urged in Mr. Reimann’s report. 
It is a good showing and should be remembered as proof of the 
good progress of the business of the druggist along with other 
things material in the world. 
THE ANNUAL OUTING. 

The Buffalo druggists will hold their annual outing August 
9 in the form of a trip around Grand Island. A roomy boat 
has been chartered and whole families are to be the rule, so 
that the attendance will be large. There will- be music and 
dancing on board; the meals will be served there, and there 
will be a stop at Eagle Park for the baseball and other games. 
Quite an amount of prizes have been offered, and the competi- 
tion will be sharp, as usual. The invitations give the heads of 
the various committees that are to manage the details of the 
affair, Executive Committee: A. J. Keller, chairman; T. W. 
Tyson, secretary ; F. W. Griesheimer, treasurer ; Printing Com- 
mittee, Fred. Seisser, chairman; Music Committee, H. A. 
Scheck, chairman; Refreshment Committee, George Reimann, 
chairman; Prize Committee, F. A. Darrin, chairman; Games 
Committee, J. A. Lockie, chairman; Dance Committee, W. H. J. 
Smith, chairman. 

THE WESTERN RRANCH OF THE STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY 
is preparing to resume the work of inspecting the drug stores 
of the district for the detection of goods on sale in viola- 


.tion of law. There will, as formerly, be a spirit of leniency 


shown, as befits the enforcement of a new law, and no com- 
plaints will be made except where intentional fraud or in- 
excusable carelessness is discovered. The plan formerly was 
to begin with the best stores in the district for a standard and 
then take up the apparently worst ones. As there were only six 
fines imposed, the conditions were considered good. A meeting 
of the branch board will be held soon to prepare for the fall 
work in this line. 
AMONG THE TRAVELERS. 

The red Lilly house sent us on July 30 its well known and 
well respected traveling salesman, E. O. Norte, who sold us his 
usual good amount of fluid extract and kindred goods. 

W. J. Whitman took in the Buffalo drug trade late in July 
and sold his usual liberal amount of the specialties of the New 
York house of Merck & Co., and then flew to other fields. 

James McKnight, who sells essential oils, fruit oils, essences, 
ete., on the road for the London and New York house of W. J. 
Bush & Co., was with us early in August with the usual satis- 
factory result. 

The Rochester Outing. 

Rochester, N. Y., July 23.—The fourth annual outing of the 
Rochester Pharmaceutical Association took place at Seneca 
Point, Canandaigua Lake, on July 20, and was a remarkable 
success, there being about 100 members and guests in attend- 
ance. The special feature of the day was a baseball game be- 
tween the East Side and the West Side druggists. 

The game was won after a hard contest by the West Siders 
with very active rooting on the part of the spectators, the prize 
being a case of cider. This was followed by 11 events, the most 
thrilling of which was the Handicap Fat Man Race, in which 
all the men weighed over 200 pounds. The prize, a bottle of rye, 
was won by John Paul Jones, who weighed in at 240 pounds. 
The committees in charge were as follows: 

General Committee: F. W. Fickett, chairman; Wm. T. Mc- 
Bay and Wm. R. Hall. 

On Prizes: Irving S. Gifford, Geo. Hahn, H. B. Baldwin and 
FE. E. Chilson. 

On Games: Oscar Lutt, H. B. Guilford and D. H. Moore. 

Judges: C. H. Haskins, Wm. Torrens and J. A. Vanderbelt. 

On Reception: Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Guilford, Mr. and Mrs. 
Irving S. Gifford and Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Vanderbelt. 

Robert Service, of Lazell, Dalley & Co.; John Paul Jones, of 
Sharp & Dohme; Frank K. Smith, of H. K. Wampole & Co., and 
Chet Johnson, of Walker & Gibson, represented a traveling fra- 
ternity on this occasion in a very successful manner. 
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NEW ENGLAND NEWS. 





A Mass Meeting of Druggists to be Held—Again the Liquor Prob- 
lem—Liquors Seized in the Drug Stores—Bombarded with 
Eggs—New Bunco Game. 

(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, Aug. 3.—The meeting of the Boston Apothecaries’ 
Association, as outlined in the last issue, was held at the 
M. C. P., on the afternoon of July 25. Both the attendance 
and cnthusiasm were gratifying, and the meeting was noted be- 
cause of the fact that many of the younger element were pres- 
ent. There was no election of officers, but many points of 
interest were considered. It was decided that the by-laws, 
under which the association does business, were inadequate, and 
it was voted that they be overhauled and this was left to a 
committee composed of President Henry Canning, C. P. Flynn, 
Frank F. Ernst, Ph. G.; George W. Cobb, Charles A. Stover, 
Fh.G., and Charles S. Sawyer. It was also decided to hold 
a mass meeting of all of the druggists within this territory, and 
the date for this gathering is September 20. The meeting will 


- be held at one of the city hotels, and a collation is to be one 


of the features. 

The committee on revision of by-laws held a preliminary 
meeting last week for discussion and outlining of the proposed 
changes, and will come together again at an early date. 

THE LIQUOR PROBLEM 
in the drug store has been to the front the past few-days by 
reason of the Hurley trial at Salem and several seizures. The 
case against ex-Mayor Hurley occupied portions of several days. 
It was brought out in the evidence that the bottle of liquor 
found in Mr. Hurley’s office was carried there by one of the 
police officers, who found it previously in a spare room over 
an adjoining fruit store. Testimony as to alleged sales was 
introduced by the Government. The defense showed that there 
was no means of entering the store from Mr. Hurley’s office 
overhead, and that Bernard H. Bedanes had been the proprietor 
of the place since October last. The latter stated that he 
knew of no intoxicating liquors, except alcohol, having been 
sold since May 1. Mr. Hurley did not testify. The court has 
the case under consideration. 
LIQUOR SEIZURE. 

The Somerville police recently raided the store of Patrick 
J. Flaherty, Beacon and Washington streets, securing a large 
miscellaneous collection of liquors. An echo of this seizure 
was heard at the meeting of the Board of Aldermen of the 
above city, last week, when one of the aldermen introduced an 
order revoking Mr. Flaherty’s license. After the result of the 
raid was explained the order was adopted. The Jordan Phar- 
macy, Wakefield, conducted by Henry M. Goodwin, has also 
received the attention of the police, who secured two wagon 
loads of liquors and empty bottles. Thomas J. O'Hara of 
Salem, was recently fined $75 for viqlating the liquor law. 
Manuel J: Francis of New Bedford, was the recipient of a like 
fine for illegal sale of liquors; he appealed. The police have 
also secured a quantity of liquors at the Rockwell Pharmacy, 
Fitchburg. 

EGGS FIGURE IN A ROMANCE. 

David R. Smith of Fall River, recently married Miss Celia 
Gesner. Subsequently he transferred to his wife all of his 
property, including his business. On July 27, Mr. Smith's store 
was the scene of a sensational episode. A young woman clerk 
in the public library, who claims that she was jilted by Mr. 
Smith, bombarded him, his place of business and belongings, 
with eggs. Just after Mr. Smith entered the store on the 
above date, the young woman who had been awaiting his ar- 
rival, followed him in, accompanied by a crowd of the curious. 
Mr. Smith detecting danger in the woman’s determined atti- 
tude, beat a retreat to the rear of the establishment. . The 
woman proceeded to the soda water counter, seized a handful 
of eggs and started for the rear of the store. Here her 
progress was blocked by the clerk. Then the fusilade com- 
menced, but with a woman’s proverbial bad aim, the ammu- 
nition found resting places on the store fixtures. Meanwhile 
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the object of her wrath escaped to the cellar, but the clerk 
succeeded in convincing the woman that Mr. Smith left the 
place via the rear door. The young woman then went out on 
the sidewalk, where, after waiting a while, she finally recog- 
nized Mr. Smith’s carriage standing nearby. Then she threw 
more eggs, two of which found resting places on the carriage 
cushion, and one, aimed at the horse, failed of its mark. The 
incident was closed by the woman leaving the vicinity. 


FAITHFUL TILL DEATH. 


Herbert E. Bowman, Ph.G. (M. C. P., 95), was the owner 
of a dog of which he was justly proud. The canine was named 
“ Jack,” and he was a watch dog of noted ability, as was proven 
on the night of his death. Mr. Bowman’s store is in Magoun 
Square, Somerville, and it was “ Jack’s” duty at night to 
guard his master’s property. Over the store there are tene 
ments in which ten people resided, and on the night in ques- 
tion, all were asleep. They were awakened between 12.30 and 
1 o’clock by a great noise, which proved to be the terrific bark- 
ing of “ Jack.” As soon as the people were aroused, they be- 
came aware, from the smoke percolating into their rooms, that 
there was fire underneath, and investigation proved that the 
blaze was in the store and resulted from spontaneous combus- 
tion. “Jack” kept on barking until overcome by smoke. His 
body was found near the door. 

A NEW BUNCO GAME. 

A bunco game new to this section was recentiy successfully 
played in Newton, the schemer being innocently assisted by two 
druggists of that city. A man went into a Newton Highlands 
store, hurriedly related a story about his wife being ill, and 
ordered a bottle of medicine costing a dollar. After securing 
it, he explained that he had no money, having left it behind in 
his haste. He also stated that he would return in a few 
moments, and then rapidly left the store. Instead of coming 
back, he took a car for another part of Newton, where he en- 
tered a store, produced the bottle with the statement that his 
wife did no care for it and requested the money back. The 
clerk, supposing that the medicine had been originally pur- 
chased there, gave the man a dollar. He left und has not been 
seen since. 

The police are looking for him and, incidentally, trying to 
decide to whom the bottle now belongs. 


ANOTHER GIFT FROM MR. AYFR. 


The city of Lowell, which in the past has largely benefited 
by the munificence of Frederick F. Ayer, of New York, has re- 
cently received the sum of $15,000 for the Old Ladies’ Home 
for sundry extensions and improvements. This is supplement- 
ary to a gift of $50,000 received previously. Mr. Ayer has also 
offered a monument to the city of Salem in memory of Law- 
rence and Cassabydra Southwick, his ancestors, who were per- 
secuted in Massachusetts’ and in Salem for their Quakerism. 
The monument is by the well-known artist J. Massey Rhind, of 
New York. 

THE NERVURA FAILURE. 

At a recent meeting of the creditors of the Dr. Greene 
Nervura Company a receiver was appointed. The Pettingill 
Company was a creditor to the former concern to the extent 
of $400,000, but the claim was not presented at the meeting 
above mentioned. Claims, however, aggregating $100,000 were 
proven, the largest being that of a law firm which represented 
Dr. F. E. Greene, of Moultonboro, N. H., the son of the late 
Dr. Greene. This claim amounted to about $26,000. The receiver 
stated that the assets amounted to about $46,000; he asked to 
sell at a price not less than $8,000. 

TALKED ABOUT. 

E. B. Moulton, West Warren, has gone out of business. 

W. O. Emerson of last year’s junior class M. C. P., is clerk- 
ing at Lyndonville, Vt. 

An unsuccessful attempt was recently made to rob the store 
of J. R. McMinn, Cambridge. 

Haary C. Hutt of last year’s senior class, M. C. P.. is at the 
City Hospital Dispensary, South Department. 

Dr. J. A. Greene of Temple Place, is advertising that he 
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has assumed charge of the affairs of the Dr. Greene Nervura 
Colupany, 

Carl] J. Harris, who has taken several courses at the M. C. 

P., has_opened a laboratory for analytical work in Worcester. 
teuben G. Coffin is now clerking for J. G. Godding, Ph.G., 
278 Dartmouth street. 

The drug store formerly conducted by E. A. Graves, Ph.G., 
corner of Cottage and Dudley streets, and recently closed, has 
been reopened under new management. 

Robert T. Campbell, the former manager of Houghton and 
Duttons’ drug department, and recently arrested for alleged 
larceny from the firm, is under $1000 bonds for appearance in 
the superior court. 

It is stated that John Larrabee of Melrose, a former mem- 
ber of the Board of Pharmacy, is about to begin an active cam- 
paign for reappointment to the board. If this report is true, 


‘the drug trade will not be lacking a live issue for consideration 


during the next few months. 

The last report of the State Board of Heaith showed the 
analysis of 101 samples of drugs during the previous month. 
Of this number 35 failed to conform to the legal standard. 
The drugs found to be adulterated were aqua ammonia, aqua 
destillata, extractum glycyrrhize, ferrum reductum, glycerinum, 
macis, oleum cinnamomi, oleum morrhus, sodii iodidum, sodii 
phosphus, spiritus etheris nitrosi, sulphur precipitatum and 
tinctura iodi. 


Massachusetts Association Committees. . 
President Eli H. La Pierre, Ph.G., of the M. S. P. A., has 
appointed the following committees: 


Executive Committee: E. H. La Pierre, Cambridge; J. F. Guerin, 
Worcester; P. B. Moriarty, Worcester; L. A. Lamson, Hopedale, and 
G. B. Cozhrane, Hudson. 

Delegates to the N. A. R. D.: W. J. Bullock, New Bedford, and P. B. 
Moriarty, Wercester. Alternates: W. S. Doane, Worcester, and C. H. 
Packard, East Boston. 

On Legislation : Amos a Tilden, Boston; W. J. Bullock, New Bed- 
ford; €. Flyru, Boston; C. F. Nixon, Leominster, and G. H. Ingra- 
ham. Newton. 

On Trade Interests: J. G. Kilburn, Newton; H. D. Smith, Middle- 
boro; J. J. Mahoney, East Boston, and W. S. Doane, Worcester. 

On Papers and Queries: C. F. Nixon, Leominster; J. W. Baird, Bos- 
ton; W. L. Scoville, Boston; Max Cramer, Boston; H. D. Smith, Middle- 
boro, and E. L. Patch, Stoneham. 

On Membership: Fred. S. Lovis, Palmer; C. N. Fournier, Fitchburg, 
ants C. A. Curtis, South Boston. 

On Adulterations and Sophistications: J. W. Baird, Boston; F. L. 
Drake, Steneham; F Hubbard, Newton; W. L. Scoville, Boston, and 
C. A. Siegemund, Poston. 

On Local Organization: G. W. Cobb, East Boston; F. H. Church. 
New Bedford: G. - Torrey, Brockton; John J. Tobin, Boston; D. F. 
Keefe, Springfield ; A, Estabrook, Fitchburg; C. W. Freeman, Chel 
sea; F. A. Barker, "Caswaaater J. C. Brady, Fall River: R. D. Judd, 
Gardner; P. B. Moriarty, Worcester, and A. L. Gavin, Roxbury. 

To Visit the Governor: Henry Canning, Boston; Amos K. Tilden. 
Boston; F. L. Pierson. Leominster; P. J. McCormick, Boston; C. F. 
Ripley, Taunton; C. H. Packard, East Boston; P. B. Klein; Boston; 
J. C. Brady, Pali River: W. J. Bullock, New Bedford: J. A. Morgan. 
Medford; W. 8S. Doane, Worcester; J. F. Guerin, Worcester; C. H. La- 
maitre, Ware; A. L. Gavin, Roxbury, ~ E. H. La Pierre, Cambridge. 

On Con ressional u‘S islation: F. A. Hubbard, Newton: W. J. Bul- 
lock, New Bedford heeler, Boston; Henry Canning, Boston: 
S. A. D. Sheppard, eee. J. Allen Rice, Milford; J. J. Curran, Hol- 
yoke; A. K. Ly Iden, Boston ; F. os Butler, Lowell; John Larrabee, Me!- 
rose: L. G. Heinritz, Holyoke; W. F. Sawyer, Boston; G. M. Hoyt, East 
Weymouth; Henry Adams, Springfield ; Cc. F. Nixon, Leominster, and 
W. C. Durkee, Boston 

Delegates to the A. Ph. A.: 8. A. D. Sheppard, Boston: W. L. Sco- 
ville, Boston; J. W. Baird, Boston, and C. F. Nixon, Leominster. 

Delegates to the N. W. D. A.: Henry Canning, Boston; S. A. D. 
Sheppard, Boston; G. W. Cobb, East Boston; A. L. Gavin, Roxbury. 
and W. Toppan, Lynn. 

Delegates N, Y. Ph. A.: H. A. Estabrook, Fitchburg; J. G. Godding. 
Boston, and F. L Ope, Boston. 

Delegates N. J. A.: J.-F. Jones, South Boston; J. A. Gilman. 
Boston, and C. B. ps Boston. 

Delegates N. H. A.: J. W. Colcord, Lynn; H. S. Richardson. 
Concord. and G. D. Brown, South Boston 

Delegates Maine Ph. A.: C. Ward, Athol : Cc. F. Ripley, Taunton. 
and F. M. Hains, Worcester. 

Delegates R. I. Ph. A.: J. W. Colcord, Lynn; F. J. Maloney, Worces- 
ter, and F. L. < et re. 

Delegates Vt. Ph. : L. A. Lamson, Hopedale; R. D. Judd, Gard- 
ner, and T. A. Récabes: Worcester. 


Major’s Cement Pays a Dividend. 


The stockholders of the Alphonse Major Cement Company, 
manufacturers of Major’s cement for mending china, glassware, 
household articles, &c., have been notified that a quarterly divi- 
dend of 1% per cent will be paid to the stockholders of this 
company at the company’s office, 461 Pearl street, New York 
City. 
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PHILADELPHIA NEWS NOTES. 
H. N. Snyder, of Lancaster, was in town last week. 


Charles Leedom has returned from a trip South. 


C. Pilgrim has accepted a position with G. C. Taggart at 
Eleventh and Arch streets. 


G. C. Taggart is spending his vacation at Atlantic City, trav- 
eling backward and forward every day. 

A. Swisher, one of J. & J.’s representatives through the 
State, is spending his vacation in the wilds of Maine. 

F. Pettyjohn, of Freeman & Pettyjohn, is spending a vaca- 
tion in the West visiting his family. 

H. B. French, of Smith, Kline & French Company, and fam- 
ily are spending the month of August at Eagle’s Mere. 

R. T. Blackwood, of Fifteenth and Thompson streets, was 
made the happy father of a girl on July 24. Here’s looking at 
you! 

J. R. Sourman, of Norristown, and connected with the firm 
of Baker & Grady, died last month. It it rumored that he was 
to have been shortly admitted to the above named firm. 

H. Schmikle has purchased an interest in the upper store of 
Warren H. Poley. It is rumored that Mr. Poley contemplates 
retiring from active business. 

J. P. Frey, of Sixteenth and Tasker streets, is again dis- 
tinguishing himself by making ample catches of sheephead and 
rock fish at Corson’s Inlet. 

The Tuesday ball games of the Retail Athletic Association 
are growing in popularity; nearly every member who can get 
uway joins the crowd. It is a question whether the hotly con- 
tested games or the frequent birthday celebrations are the at- 
traction. 

D. E.. Bransome is arranging to spend three of four days 
fishing, in company with J. P. Lind, of Schandein & Lind; C. A. 
McCormick and Eugene Ross, of New Brunswick. The party 
is to be stag and carried on on strictly blue ribbon terms—per- 
haps. 

A certain West Philadelphia druggist, who is also an M.D., 
and ordinarily the most dignified of men, is very much worried 
lest his friends and patients should catch sight of photographs 
taken by an obliging friend during the Shriners’ convention at 
Atlantic City, showing the dignified M.D. in the laudable act 
of dispensing frozen ware for the owner of an ice cream busi- 
ness carried on by means of a perambulating donkey. 


Duncanon Harbaugh, a graduate of the last class of the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, was drowned recently in 
Lake Clear. Adirondack Mountains. Mr Harbaugh was bath- 
ing with some friends when he was suddenly ‘taken with 
cramps, and before assistance could be rendered sank. The 
body was afterward recovered. He was 24 years of age and 
quite an athlete. His father, W. L. Harbaugh, is proprietor of 
a pharmacy at Haverford. 

F. R. Rohrman, manager of the Philadelphia Wholesale 
Drug Company, supposed to have had recovered from an at- 
tack of typhoid fever, has had a relapse, and is now lying dan- 
gerously ill at his home. Since Mr. Rohrman became connected 
with the Wholesale Drug Company he has largely increased its 
business, and its trade has grown so that with the expiration 
of the present lease larger and better quarters are to be secured. 

THE PHARMACY BOARD AFTER OFFENDERS 

The Pennsylvania State Pharmaceutical Examining Board 
is determined to make the druggists live up to their covenants. 
It is said that there are a number of owners of drug stores in 
this city who have not and are not complying with the law— 
that is, to have a registered pharmacist in charge. A number 
have become very lax in this respect, and within a few days 
they will be given a severe jolt. Summonses are to be issued 
this week for five or six druggists who are not abiding by the 
law, and the papers for the arrest of a number more are being 
prepared. Besides this, the board is also looking into the sale 
of household goods which are not up to the standard. It is the 


intention to have everything coming to the druggist who lives 
up to the law and to suppress all those who do not. 
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WESTERN NEWS. 


Druggist Arrested for Selling Cocaine—Boys Doped by Fagins— 
Fined $50.00—State Board to Prosecute. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, August 1.—Disclosures regarding sales of cocaine 
have once more stirred up not only the drug trade, but the city 
in general. The expose came as the result of several boys 
who had been formed into a gang of thieves by a West Side 
junk dealer. The boys charged that they had been “ doped” 
with cocaine and morphine, and that they had no trouble buy- 
ing the drugs at a number of retail stores. A gang of 20 boys 
is said to have been kept supplied in this manner. Several 
druggists have been arrested, and more are likely to get into 
serious trouble before the matter is dropped. 

BOYS BUY COCAINE. 

The charges have been made by the boys themselves. While 
the word of a cocaine “ fiend” is not to be invariably accepted 
at par value, it cannot be questioned but that these boys are 
victims of the drug, and evidence has been produce‘ to prove 
they bought the stuff of druggists. The victims are pitiable 
specimens of humanity. They are wasted, thin and pale, and 
when put in cells they kept pleading for “coke” to cease their 
suffering nerves. The lads lived in the neighborhocd of Clirton 
end Van Buren streets, within reach of Hull House Settlement. 
Several of the Hull House residents have taken up the prose- 
cutions, among them Dr. Alice Hamilton and Miss Julia 
Lathrop. 

DEARBORN STREET DRUGGIST FINED FIFTY DOLLARS. 

Jn a case in which George Allen, pharmacist at the National 
Drug Store, 488 Dearborn street, was fined $50 and costs by 
Justice Doyle, the fact was brought out that the sales had been 
going on for a year. The evidence was worked up by Hull 
Iionse residents, and other cases are to be begun by them. 
Louis Re, 438 Dearborn street, has been arrested on six charges 
of selling cocaine, the warrants having been sworn out by the 
victims. Adolph Brendacke, 260 Randolph street, was also 
urrested. Attorney J. S. Dudley says the State Board is pro- 
curing evidence in a number of cases. 


BROADENING THE FIELD OF INSTRUCTION. 


The School of Pharmacy of the Northwestern University has 
recently broadened its field of instruction, by placing before 
the student a complete assortment of representative examples 
of original packages of such sundries and appliances as the 
druggist is generally called upon to handle, so that each stu- 
dent may be required to familiarize himself with everything 
that the druggist is called upon to supply in the average drug 
store. 

ANOTHER VERDICT AGAINST THE TELEPHONE COMPANY. 


Another verdict for 5 cents in damages has been returned 
against the Chicago Telephone Company. Constable Small 
brought the suit because he could not get back his money after 
he had failed to get a number over the nickel-in-the-slot lines, 
The verdict was returned by Justice Hurley. 


DRUG CLERKS MUST NOT HELP THEMSELVES TO CANDY, ETC. 


When a Chicago drug clerk, some time ago, obtained a ver- 
dict to the effect that he was justified in helping himself to his 
employer’s stock of candy, cigars, soda water, etc., the case at- 
tracted general attention. The druggist, L. Lee Merriman, of 
582 West Madison street, carried the case to the Superior Court 
and won. In reversing the finding of the lower Court, the find- 
ing says: 

“ An employee owes to an employer the duty of honest and 
faithful conduct. There is no question of custom in this case. 
There could be none. He was hired as a drug clerk at a cer- 
tain fixed compensation, and when he took and appropriated 
the goods of the defendant, whether cigars, candy or mer- 
chandise, he violated the duty and trust reposed in him as a 
drug clerk and forfeited all right to compensation. To hold 
otherwise would be to place the merchant at the mercy of his 
employees.” 
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CHICAGO NEWS NOTES. 


William K. Forsyth was one of the members of the coroner’s 
jury that fixed the blame for the Glenwood railway wreck. 


The W. J. Burda pharmacies at 699 Noble street and 658 
North Ashland avenue have been leased by Walter A. Sanoica. 


Suits against registered pharmacists who have failed to re- 
new their certificates have been begun by the Board of Phar- 
macy. Verdicts for $20 and costs were returned against de- 
linguents. 


Following the arrival of triplets in the family of an Austin 
dcuggist, Clarles A. Bertram, 1901 Milwaukee averue, has bein 
made happy by the arrival of twins. The race suicide theory 
seems to be at a discount in this neck of the woods. 

Check swindlers, whose operations have been chronicled 
from time to time in these columns, are again active, they have 
found several more victims, and all retailers would do well to 
exercise extreme caution in parting with their cash. 

Roger Raabe received probably fatal injuries while mix- 
ing chemicals at a south side veterinary hospital lately.  T. 
A. Kragness, proprietor of the place, was also injured. The 
place was wrecked. All of which would indicate that horse 
medicine is sometimes rather strenuous. 

A bold hold-up took place in Rhode’s Pharmacy, Goethe and 
North Clark streets, on the evening of July 30. Two young men 
with revolvers made Mr. Rhode and his clerk, E. Juergens, go 
behind the prescription case and stand with their faces to the 
wall. The thieves then took $45 and a gold watch from Mr. 
Rhode and $75 from the cash register. The thieves escaped. 

Dr. Charles C. Young has brought suit against the Colbert 
Drug Company for $25,000 damages. Dr. Young is at the 
West Side Hospital, suffering from the effects of an overdose 
of strychnine. Dr. Young says he was suffering from an at- 
tack of heart trouble and asked a clerk in the Colbert store 
for one-fifteenth of a grain of strychnine. Dr. Young claims 
he was given two grains. 

WESTERN NEWS NOTES. 

Join G. Bodenshatz has sold out his stock at Lemont, III. 

At Bellwood, Neb., R. W. Wilkins has succeeded Dr. F. W. 
Lester. 

Gerard E. Rehder of Gladbrook, La., has been succeeded 
by E. A. Rehder & Co. 

The stock of the Logan Drug Company at Logan, Iowa, has 
been sold to J. B. Mowrer. 


A Backyard Botanical Garden. 

The scarcity of sunlight is one of the important factors in 
preventing the development of a city yard as a flower garden, 
but in West Philadelphia, Dr. Henry Kramer, professor of bot- 
any in the Philadelphia Coilege of Pharmacy, has studied out 
a scheme which has enabled him to make his little side yard 
a beautiful bit of bloom, although shaded for three-fourths of 
the day. The flower bed is about 60 feet long, and varies in 
width from 17 to 31 inches. In this narrow space the grass 
died, owing to lack of sun, while the ordinary budding plants 
would not live at all. Under the circumstances, Professor 
Kramer’s special knowledge of botany was brought into play. 
Making & modest beginning with hepaticas, blood roots and 
violets in 1901, he gradually extended the experiment until 
now he has a collection embracing wild geraniums, black snake 
root, euonymus, menispermum, etc., having in all a total of 114 
different species of plants and 500 different specimens. The to- 
tal effect is really that of a forest in miniature. The whole is 
charmingly described and illustrated with numerous photo- 
graphs in a recent Sunday edition of the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger. The results are wholly charming, and since all the 
plants in the garden have been collected on botanical excur- 
sions in the immediate vicinity of the city, this delightful re- 
sult was effected without any expenditure except the time and 
knowledge required to find and transplant those particular speci- 
mens which were suited to the environment which Professor 
Kramer’s garden could supply. 
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A Party ot Druggists on Vacation at Celorado Springs.—Snapshotted 
at foot of Seven Falls. The gentleman on the left will. be readily 
recognizell; he is Adolph Stahl, of the Manhattan Drug Company, 
New York. A. M. Hastland, Sharpe & Dohme’s Southern represent- 
ative, is doing the “ circus act” behind, his left foot resting on the 
burro ridden by Mrs. Eastland, while Robert Hunt and Mrs. Hunt, 
of Gainsvillc, Tex., occupy the stage to the right. 


CANADIAN NEWS NOTES. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


E. T. Jones, of Chatham, Ont., has disposed of his business 
to the A. I. McCall Company, Limited. 

Thomas C. Beman, Jr., formerly in business as a druggist 
in Toronto, died suddenly at the residence of his father in New- 
castle, Ont., from heart failure, aged 37. Mr. Beman, who in- 
vested in land in Cuba after leaving Toronto, had only lately 
returned from that country to Canada. 

The Gordon-Mitchell Drug Company, of Winnipeg, has ob- 
tained a charter of incorporation, the incorporators being John 
C. Gordon, druggist; William J. Mitchell, druggist; Howard E. 
Mitchell, manager; Mrs. J. C. Gordon, Harold W. Mitchell, 
druggist, and Alan C. Ewart, barrister. 

R. E. Miller, manager of the Owl Drug Company, California, 
was in Toronto last week for the purpose of engaging a number 
of Canadian drug clerks for his company. Mr, Miller, who 
originally came from Chatham, Ont., has already 23 Canadians 
among the 250 employees of the company. 
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PACIFIC COAST NEWS. 


Experts Examine Pharmacy Board Accounts—The Board Surplus 
Must Be Handed Over Each Year to the State-Treasurer— 
Oftices for the Oakland Clerks —Accidental Poisoning at Hos- 
pital—Registered in California. 


(From our Reyular Correspondent.) 


San Francisco, July 25.—A failure on the part of the State 
Board of Pharmacy to make an annual report to the Con- 
troller of its expenses and disbursements for three years has 
caused an investigation of the books and accounts of the board 
to be ordered by Controller Colgan, and a report by Deputy 
Controller Douglass has just been made public.. It is in 
substance as foilows: At the end of the first year of its found 
ing the board had a surplus of over $300 on hand, and, instead 
of turning this money over to the State Treasurer as it should 
have done, it was deposited in a bank. The second year the 
surplus amounted to nearly $1,000, and this also went into the 
bank. The board now has on hand $3,403.12. Of this amount 
$2,567 comes from the licenses issued to pharmacists and their 
assistants, while the balance of $837.90 was derived from the 
tax on itinerant venders of drugs. This money will be turned 
over to the State Treasurer, and will be placed in the Phar- 
macy Contingent Fund, which will be available for the use of 
the Pharmacy Board should its receipts fail to cover its ex- 
penditures. With the money so placed, the board cannot draw 
on it at random, but must apply for what it wants by present- 
ing a claim, which must pass the Board of Examiners before 
a warrant for the money can be issued. 

The auditing of the accounts of the Board of Pharmacy is 
entirely separate from the investigation of the methods of the 
board that has been instigated by Governor Pardee on com- 
plaints of unfairness made by graduates of the College of Phar- 
macy of the University of California, which latter is set for 
the end of August. ~ 

: OAKLAND DRUG CLERKS ELECT OFFICERS. 

The following were installed by the Drug Clerks’ Union of 
Oakland at a special meeting on July 5: President, F. von 
Kiefferdor; first vice-president, Miss A. Fray; second vice- 
president, J. A. Basham; recording secretary, V. L. Schaffer ; 
financial secretary, J. H. McHaffle; inside guard, Chas. Brink ; 
trustees, Miss Alice McCord, H. C. Atwood and Arthur Griesche. 

MISTOOK CORROSIVE SUBLIMATE FOR EPSOM SALTS. 

Miss Stella Whilley, a nurse at the Marine Hospital, caused 
the death of Frans Johnson, a sailor, by giving him poison in 
mistake for medicine, and has been arrested on a charge of 
manslaughter. The poison that caused the death of Johnson 
was bichloride of mercury. Miss Whilley administered it in 
mistake for magnesium sulphate. The bottle containing the 
poison was colored green, had a glass stopper, bore two poison 
labels, and the name of the poison was written in big, black 
letters. The bottle containing the epsom salt was colorless, 
had a cork stopper, was smaller than the other bottle, and bore 
the name of its contents in bold letters. Still, one was mis- 
taken for the other. The nurse was released on $2,000 bonds. 

REGISTERED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD. 

The California State Board of Pharmacy at their last ex- 
aminations, held July 11, 12 and 13, registered the following 
as either licentiates or assistants in pharmacy: Licentiates— 
Geo. H. Guernsey, Violet C. Salter, E. H. Nohrden, Clarence 
Vellguth, Thos. D. Trueworthy, Ralph A. Eberle, Duncan F. 
Stewart, Chas. W. Banfield, Geo. M. Brommel and Walter L. 
May. Assistants—F. W. Pottle and Chas. S. Briggs. The next 
meeting of the board will be held at Los Angeles on October 4, 
to be followed by one at San Francisco on October 11. 


COAST BREVITIES. 
have opened a branch store at Twelfth 
Their other store is at 





Osgood Bros. 
and Washington streets, Oakland, Cal. 
Seventh and Broadway streets. 

N. A. Bley, of Winslow, Ariz., has purchased the Perfec- 
tion Pharmacy, of Whittier, Cal., from G. W. Little. 
King, formerly manager, still remains. 


J. M. 


J. J. Wadhams, manager of Kerr’s Pharmacy, of Jackson, 
Cal., was recently married to Miss Mildred A. Wilds, of San 
José, Cal. They reside at Globe Hotel, of the former place. 

Percy W. Polk, Ph.G. (U. C. P., 03) has opened an attractive 
pharmacy at Upper Lake, Cal., his home town, and is sub- 
stantiating his contention that the town could afford to sport a 
drug store. 

The City Council of Oakland, Cal., has been petitioned by 
the town druggists to reduce the liquor license from $15 to 
$10 per quarter, and also to be allowed to sell small quantities 
of liquor in emergency cases without requiring a physician’s 
prescription. 

At the last meeting of the Santa Rosa Druggists’ Associa- 
tion it was decided to change the hours of business on Sunday 
from 10 to 2 o’clock to 8.30 to 12.30 o’clock. This will give the 
same number of hours, but will not cut up the day so badly. 
As formerly, one of the drug stores will, in its turn, remain 
open all day for the accommodation of the public. 

’FRISCO NEWS. 

The Owl Drug Company has opened a branch store on Geary 
street near Grant avenue. 

Dr. H. G. Martin, of Oak and Gough streets, has sold 
out his place to F. H. Shanks, M.D., formerly of the Fiji Is- 
lands. 

Assistant Chemist H. C. Costa, of the Board of Health, has 
handed in his resignation, which was accepted, and Dr. G. W. 
Goodale was appointed to the vacancy. 

“Chris” Geisler, formerly of store No. 4 of the Union 
Drug Company of this city, who left several months ago to 
prospect the mines of Arizona, has at last located in Mil- 
ler’s drug store of Los Angeles, Cal. 

Philip Flatow, of 600 Geary street, has left for a trip East, 
intending to take in the St. Louis Fair. I. P. Flatow, Ph.G., 
who just graduated from the U. C. Pharmacy College, has 
charge while his father is away. : 

Two teams from Redington & Co. and Langley & Michaels, 
wholesale drug firms, recently played an interesting game of 
baseball at Recreation Park, Ninth and Bryant streets. Mr. 
Seffler, of the Bio Plasman Company, was the umpire, and his 
decisions to the tune of “20 to 6 in favor of the R. & Co.’s” 
gave satisfaction to all. 

George Dahlbender, manager of store No. 4, Union Drug 
Company, was away on a two weeks’ sojourn with C. L. Bar- 
rington, manager of store No. 5 of the same firm. Some of their 
time was spent in beautiful Palo Alto. David C. Moore, of the 
former store, was also away on a vacation for one week. He 
“fanned” away most of his time under the shades of Mon- 
terey’s spreading locust trees. Mrs. Moore accompanied him. 

Dr. Albert Schneider, of the College of Pharmacy of. the 
University of California, is devoting a month to lichenelogy 
and bacteriology at the Minnesota Marine Biological Station, 
Point Renfrew, B. C. He will then proceed to Kansas City to 
represent the college at the A. Ph. A. meeting, and read several 
papers. With Professor Searby, who has fathered the movement, 
Dr. Schneider has formulated resolutions favoring a more sat- 
isfactory standard of matriculation requirements for prospec- 
tive students in phafmacy. 


Considering the Customs Classification of Camphor. 

The controversy between importers and the Government over 
what constitutes the proper customs classification of Formosa 
camphor has been revived. A. H. Washburn, counsel to the 
Treasury Department before the Board of U. 8S. General Ap- 
praisers, has been directed by the Treasury Department to 
bring a new case for trial. The point at issue is whether 
camphor imported from Formosa is crude or refined. Obvious- 
ly, the final settlement of this point is of direct interest and 
importance to all users of camphor. If the camphor is held to 
be crude it will be entitled to entry free of duty, but if refined 
it must pay a duty of 6 cents a pound. Some time ago the 
Board of General Appraisers held that the material was in the 
crude condition. The collector was then directed to appeal the 
case to the Circuit Court, but he was unable to do so within the 
statutory time, so that now a new case must be prepared. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The orices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots, 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, August 6, 1904. 


There has been a steady regular inquiry for goods in the 
various departments during the past fortnight, though the 
market is not characterized by any special activity, and round 
lots move slowly. ‘Trade on the whole may be said to be of 
the character that always prevails during the vacation sea- 
son when importers, dealers and manufacturers all avail them- 
selves of an opportunity of relaxation. On most staples prices 
are maintained with firmness, the fluctuations during the 
period under review being mostly of minor consequence. Pep- 
permint oil loses none of its strength in the face of conflicting 
reports regarding crop prospects, and HGH is indeed com- 
manding slightly higher prices. Quinine is slow of sale despite 
the strong tenor of advices from London, and the fact that at 
the auction sale at Batavia on the 3d inst. the same values 
were obtained as at the preceding sale in June. Opium sells 
in a retail way only, and the market is characterized by an 
utter lack of animation. Some surprise has been expressed at 
the weakness in menthol, there being a disposition on the part 
of some holders to urge sales at price concessions, despite the 
conditions in the Far East, which make future shipments un- 
certain. Medical supplies are not generally considered con- 
traband of war, and the operations of the Russian Vladivostock 
fleet do not appear to be causing much concern among large 
dealers, but the Knight Commander, which was destroyed by 
the Vladivostock fleet, carried a considerable quantity of sugar 
of milk. All Chinese and Japanese products are naturally held 
with increased firmness in view of the advance in marine and 
war risks by the underwriters. Cod liver oil has sold at lower 
prices in the interval, and a decline in the price of quicksilver 
has led the manufacturers of mercurial preparations to make 
a general reduction. 

HIGHER. LOWER. 
Senega root, Codliver oil, 
Peppermint oil, Menthol, 
Spearmint oil, Carbolic acid, 
Tansy oil, Mercurial preparations. 
Sassafras bark, Saffron, American, 
Lady’s Slipper root, Canary seed, 
Golden seal root, Blood root, 
Serpentaria root, Yerba santa, 
Sarsaparilla, Mexican, Grindelia robusta, 
Berberis aquefolium, Bayberry bark, 
Acetic acid, Elm bark, 
Coriander seed. Gum chicle, 

Atropine, 
Ipecac, Rio. 


Drugs. 

Alcohol, grain, is maintained steadily at the previously es- 
tablished range of $2.43 to $2.45, the decline mentioned in the 
preceding issue applying only to molasses alcohol, which is 
quoted at $2.38 to $2.40. 


Atropine prices have been revised by the manufacturers to 
the lower range of $4.30 to $4.60 for pure alkaloid and $3.50 to 
$3.70 for sulphate, as to quantity. 

Balsams.—Copaiba, Central American, is attracting most 
attention at the moment, but demand does not yet rise above 
jobbing proportions, and the sales are at previous prices, or, 
say, 31\4c to 35c, as to quality and quantity; Para is quiet with- 
out quotable change in price. Fir, Canada, is seasonably dull, 
though firm under light supplies at the range of $3.50 to $3.75; 
quotations for Oregon are more or less nominal at $1.00 to 
$1.10. Peru is slow of sale, and nominally unchanged at $1.00 
to $1.05. Tolu is quiet, but prices are maintained with a fair 
show of steadiness at the previous range of 20c to 25c. 

Barks.—Bayberry has dropped a notch or two in the inter- 
val, and quotations are now 6c to 7c, as to quantity. Buck- 
thorn is in moderate jobbing demand, with numerous sales 


at the range of 6c to 7c. Cascara sagrada has developed no 
new feature of importance since our last, sales being rather 
slow at the reduced range of 10c to 16c, as to quality and quan- 
tity. Elm, select, reflects the dullness of trade and improve- 
ment in supplies, for it is offered more freely at a reduction to 
30c to 35c. Sassafras is held with more firmness, owing to 
scarcity, and quotations have been advanced to 9c to 10%4c. 
Soap meets with some little attention, and in a jobbing way 
4% to 5c is named for whole and 5%c to 6c, as to quantity, for 
crushed. 

Buchu leaves, short, are dull and nominally unchanged at 
the previous range of 16 to 18c, as to quality and quantity. 

Cacao butter is finding a steady, moderate outlet, with up to 
29%4c asked for Van Houten’s, and goods in boxes quoted at 
382%%e to 34c. 

Cannabis indica continues held and selling at the range of 
95¢c to $1.05, and holders abate none of their firmness in view 
of the present scarcity of supplies. 

Cantharides are not taken with any spirit, but holders mani- 
fest considerable firmness in view of the scarcity of supplies, 
no disposition being shown to shade the previous range of 84c 
to 85c, as to quality and quantity ; Chinese held at 38c to 40c. 

Chamomile flowers are held with increased firmness, a 
steady, moderate demand being experienced for both new crop 
German and Roman, sales of the former being reported at 1114¢ 
to 15¢, and of the latter at 10c to 12c. 

Cocaine has been in better demand of late, and manufactur- 
ers’ quotations are steadily maintained on the basis of $3.50 to 
$3.70 for bulk, as to quantity. ; 

Codliver oil is seasonably quiet and the arrival of new oi) 
from Norway has not helped the situation. There are rumors 
of sales at concessions from the established prices, and buyers 
and sellers appear to be apart in their views, though the 
range is maintained at $44.00 to $47.00 a barrel. 

Colocynth apples continue scarce and firm, but important de- 
mand is yet lacking, and previous prices of 37¢c to 45c for 
Trieste, as to quality and quantity, still prevail; Spanish held 
at 27¢ to 28¢. 

Cubeb berries have not sold more freely since the decline in 
price was announced, buyers appearing to confine their opera- 
tions to small jobbing quantities at the range of 8c to 8i4c for 
xX. 

Cuttlefish bone is in fair demand, and prices are maintained 
at previous range of 15c to 16c for Trieste, 50c to 52c for 
jewelers’ large and 52c to 54c for jewelers’ small. 

Ergot is irregular and unsettled in sympathy with corre- 
sponding conditions abroad, though the previous range is yet 
quoted, or, say, 32c to 35c for both Russian and Spanish. 

Glycerin is seasonably dull, and competition has had an un- 
settling influence, with C. P. in drums reduced to 14¢ to 1414, 
as to quantity, and cans to 15c to 15\%e. 

Guarana is meeting with little attention, but holders are firm 
in their views at 70c to Tic, as to quality and quantity. 

Haarlem oil is easy at $1.75, which is now named by the 
principal importers, though $1.85 is named for small lots. 


Lycopodium is held with increased firmness despite an ab- 
sence of important demand. The situation abroad_influences 
holders to offer with reserve, and nothing is now obtainable be- 
low 69c, while up to 72c is asked for Pollitz. 

Manna is held with less firmness, the sales of small flake 
during the interval being at 26c to 28c, as to quality and quan- 
tity. Sorts are not inquired for and are quoted nominally at 
24c to 25c. Large flake is held at 45c to 50c, with little offering 
at the inside price. 

Menthol] remains in a very unsatisfactory condition. While 
some holders are disposed to quote at an advance, owing to the 
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reports from the Far East, where interference with the passage 
of supplies is feared, owing to the operations of the Russian 
Vladivostock fleet, buyers ma@hifest-extreme indifference, not- 
withstanding the fact that holders have reduced spot quotations 
to $4.15 to $4.25, and lots of five and ten cases have been offered 
at $4.00. 


Mess‘na essences are generally quiet. Our own correspond- 
ent, writing under date Messina, July 16, says, with regard to 
lemon, that only a limited business has been transacted at 2s 
5d per Ib.; buyers’ ideas do not rise above 2s 3d. An active de- 
mand is experienced for bergamot and sweet orange, but sell- 
ers are not offering with any freedom at the last quoted prices 
—namely, 7s 6d for bergamot and 6s 6d for orange. 

Opium has ruled quiet during the interval, the business 
transacted seldom rising above jobbing proportions, but the 
tone of the market continues steady, with quotations well sus- 
tained at $2.67 for cases and $2.70 to $2.72%4 for broken lots. 
Powdered is quiet, but unchanged, at $3.25 to $3.30, as to test 
and quantity. i 

Quinine has received very little attention from the consum- 
ing trade during the past fortnight, and the market is without 
new feature of interest. Bark prices at the Amsterdam auc- 
tion on July 28 were a shade lower, but nearly the whole quan- 
tity offered was sold. At the auction of Java salt in Batavia 
on the 3d inst. the same prices were obtained as were paid 
at the June auction. On the spot manufacturers’ prices are 
unchanged, 23c being yet named for bulk in 100-ounce lots. Java 
is selling from second hands at 21c to 211%4c and German at 22c 
to 2214. . ° 

Tonka beans are in better supply and holders are easier 
in their views; though values for Angostura are nominally un- 
changed at 55c to 60c.; Surinam is lower at 23c to 25c, as is 
also Para at 14¢ to 17c. 


Vanilla beans, of the new crop, are arriving, and the market 
for Mexican is somewhat easier at $3.75 to $8.25 to whole, and 
$2.50 to $3.75 for cut, as to quality and quantity. The range of 
prices for Tahiti is 55¢ to 90c, as to quality and quantity. 

Vanillin is finding a moderately active sale in a jobbing 
way and the market is well sustained at 55¢ to 60c, as to qual- 
ity and quantity. 


Chemicals. 


Acetic acid has advanced in sympathy with the increased 
cost of raw material, the revised range of prices being as fol- 
lows: 28 per cent., for barrels in carload lots, $2.05; carboys 
in carload lots, $2.25, and smaller quantities, $2.40 to $2.50; 
U. S. P., 36 per cent., barrels in carload lots, $4.35 to $4.55; 
carboys, $4.55 to $5.10. > 

Alum is in moderate request and values are steady at $1.15 
to $1.80 for lump and $1.80 to $1.85 for ground. ; 

Arsenic is moving out fairly in small quantities with the 
sales of white at 3.05c to 3i%c, as to quality and brand, and red 
at 614c to Te. 

Blue vitriol is held and selling in a jobbing way at 514c to 
5c, as to quantity. Brimstone, crude seconds, remains quiet, 
but supplies are moving steadily into channels of consumption 
at $21.75 to $22.00. 

Carbolie acid is lower as the result of competition among 
holders, a 1c decline, bringing the range for bottles to the basis 
of 21c to 22c; acid in drums has been selling lately at the lower 
range of 13c to 15c. 

Citric acid is selling quite freely and prices are maintained 
with a good show of steadiness at 32c to 32\4c. 

Cream of tartar is meeting with rather more inquiry, and 
the market is quoted firm at 24%4c to 24%c for crystals, and 
24%c to 25c for powdered. 

Mercurial preparations have been reduced in price as fol- 
lows: Calomel 77c to 79c; corrosive sublimate, lump, 68c¢ to 
70c; powdered, 78c to 80c; red precipitate, 87¢ to 89c; white 
precipitate, 92c to 94c; mercury and chalk, 338¢ to 34¢; bisul- 
phate, 53c; ointment, 29¢ to 39c, all according to quantity. The 
jobbing quotation for quicksilver is now 56c to 60c, as to 
quantity. 
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Nitrate of soda is firmer, owing to scarcity, with 95 per cent. 
quoted at $2.1714c and 96 per cent. quoted at $2.20c. 


Nitric acid has developed an upward tendency, and 4%4c and 
upward is named as to quality and quantity. 


Picric acid is held at an advance in sympathy with the for- 
eign market, and the revised spot quotations are 28¢c to 35e. 


Stearic acid is weaker and holders have reduced prices 
to the range of 9%4c to. 10e for single press, 104%c to llc for 
double press, and 11%4c to 12c for extra quality. 


Tartaric acid is in good seasonable demand, with the sales 
at 3114c to 31%c for crystals, and 3154c to 32c for powdered. 


Essential Oils. 


Anise is maintained with more firmness in the face of 
stronger advices from primary sources, and quotations at the 
close showed an advance to $1.15 to $1.25, as to quality. 

Bay is in steady, moderate demand, with sales at $2.40 to 
$2.60. 

Cajuput is jobbing very slowly at 62%4c to 70c, but the mar- 
ket is steady in tone at this range. 

Camphor still attracts some attention and the market is 
steady at 9c to 11c, as to quality and quantity. 


Cassia is very firmly held; while 70¢c would buy 75 to 80 per 
cent. in a small way, most holders ask 75c. 

Citronella continues quiet, but the market is steady in tone 
at 23¢ to 24e. 

Clove is offered more freely and buyers of round lots could 
probably shade the inside quotation of $1.10 for cans; bottles 
are held and selling at $1.15 to $1.20. 

Copaiba remains quiet, but the quotations of the market 
are maintained at 75c to 85ce. 

Peppermint has moved into firmer position, and while HGH 
is quoted at $3.60 for single cases, holders refuse to part with 
the oil at this figure, and the quotation for round lots on offer- 
ing is $3.75. Bulk is without quotable change at $3.50 to $3.75 
for round lots, though small offerings are made in some quar- 
ters at a shade under this figure. A good many contradictory 
reports are in circulation regarding crop prospects. While it 
is believed in this market that next season’s crop will be a 
large one owing to the rainy weather that has prevailed of 
late, a leading Western distiller says the total yield this year 
will be 20,000 to 50,000 pounds less than last year, owing to the 
unfavorable conditions that prevailed in the early spring. The 
truth probably lies somewhere between the two statements, and 
while the total yield may not exceed that of last year, it is 
generally believed that it will not fall short. 

Sassafras is in demand and firmer, but quotations are nomi- 
nally unchanged at 29¢ to 31c. 

Spearmint is fractionally higher, the quotations at the close 
being $4.50 to $4.75. 

Tansy has advanced in the interval and sales are making 
at $3.75 to $4.25. 


Gums, 


Aloes is selling only in small quantities, but there has been 
no change in the quotations from the hands of the trade, Cur- 
acao being held at 3%c to 4c, and Cape at 10c to 18c. 


Asafoetida is passing out actively into consuming channels, 
and values are maintained steadily at the previous range of 
19¢ to 22c, as to quality and quantity. 

Camphor has not changed in the interval, though there is 
talk of an impending advance. Supplies are overabundant and 
quotations are firmly maintained at 62c to 6214c, for barrels 
and cases. ; 

Kino is held steadily at 17c to 20c in view of the limited 
available supply. 

Myrrh is in light supply and firm with siftings held at 20c 
to 22c and sorts at 23c to 25c. 

Tragacanth is held with more firmness, in view of stronger 
cable advices from abroad, but sales are yet making at 30c to 
65¢ for Aleppo, and 35c to 90c for Turkey. 
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Roots. 

Alkanet has developed increased firmness, and some holders 
decline to shade Gc, though sales are making at 5%4c. 

Althea is held at the range of 12c to 13¢e for whole, and lic 
to 18e for cut, but the demand momentarily is light. 

Berberis aquefolium has advanced, owing to scarcity, and 
12¢ to 12%4c is now named. 

Blood refiects an easier tendency, and local dealers have re- 
duced quotations to 10c to 11c. 

Colchicum bulb is higher, owing to scarcity, 12c to 13c be- 
ing now asked. 

Golden seal, spring dug, is offered on the spot at $1.10, while 
up to $1.50 is paid for prime fall dug. 

Ipecac has eased off a trifle, owing to competition, and sales 
of Rio were at $1.15 to $1.25; Carthagena is maintained at 
$1.10 to $1.15. 

Lady’s Slipper has developed some scarcity, and prices are 
generally higher, 25c to 26c being now asked. 

Sarsaparilla, Mexican, has remained dull; and values show 
no change from 13c to 14c; Honduras held at 2414c to 26c. 

Senega is held at the full price of 68c for Western. 

Serpentaria has shown more activity since our last, and val- 
ues are maintained firmly at an advance to 36c to 37c. 


Seeds. 


We have few new features of interest to report in this de- 
partment. Canary is in limited supply and the market is 
firmer, with Smyrna held at 6c to 64c, and Sicily at 644c to 
6%4c. Coriander has developed increased firmness, owing to 
strong cable advices, and local dealers decline to shade 4%4c to 
4¥,c for natural, and 5e to 5\44c for bleached. Mustard, Califor- 
nia yellow, is firm at the recent advance to 4c to 4c. 


Norwegian Cod Fisheries for 1904. 

United States Consul Cunningham, of Bergen, Norway, 
writes as follows: 

Under date of May 28 the Norwegian cod fisheries have prac- 
tically come to a close with a total catch of 42,774,000 fish from 
all the cod fisheries of Norway. From this catch, about the same 
quantities of klipfish, stockfish and salted and dried fish have 
been prepared as has been for the past two years. The season’s 
eatch has produced to the present about 13,050 barrels (30.8 
gallons per barrel) of codliver oil, or more than five times the 
quantity produced from about the same number of fish in 1903. 

The following table will show the number of codfish caught 
from Norwegian fisheries for the last three years and the pro- 
duction of prepared fish and codliver oil to this date (May 28) 
in each year: 


Codliver 
oil. Train oil. Roe 
Years. Heads. Hung. Salted. Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. 
1904... 42,800,000 14,000,000 28,000,000 392,000 179,000 622,000 
1903... 42,000,000 13,900,000 26,400,000 70,000 165,000 605,000 


1902... 41,200,000 10,800,000 29,500,000 575,000 498,000 841,000 


Stockfish constitute the bulk of hung fish and klipfish the 
salted. This table cannot be of any great assistance in reach- 
ing the quantity of the various kinds of fish prepared from the 
cod, but it will at least show the ratio of the entire catch which 
is salted. 

The famous Lofoten fisheries furnish the bulk of the fish 
caught, it being the largest and most certain of these fisheries. 
However, the Capelan fisheries in Finmarken have been pretty 
good this season, and from these have been caught 5,200,000 
heads of the above, which produced 86.000 gallons of medical 
codliver oil. This, as well as the product of smaller fisheries, is 
included in the above table. The Capelan fisheries are more 
variable and less certain than any other of the periodic fisher- 
ies, because they are more frequently visited by severe storms, 
which prevent the catching of this fish. This year the storms 
have interfered very much, for the fish seemed to be in great 
abundance along this coast. With good weather and plenty of 
bait, which has been scarce, some good fishing could be ex- 
pected from Finmarken still, as there are more than 3,500 boats 
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engaged in these fisheries, and fish apparently abundant this 
last week. 

The only secondary product which concerns the American 
market is that of codliver oil. This important article of com- 
merce, the best of which comes from the Norwegian fish, will 
not be in as great quantities as it was a few years ago, but this 
year’s output is more than five times what it was in 1903. Asa 
result of this increase the price has been gradually declining 
and the sales have not been very great. As yet the market is 
inactive, there being a belief that the quantity of the new oil 
will justify a further decline. Let this be as it may, it must 
be remembered that this is not an average yield and follows im- 
mediately a year of almost a failure. While this is a somewhat 
larger yield than the preceding year, yet the quantity falls far 
below the average of other years. The quotation at this date is 
about $42 per barrel. . 

I have had several inquiries from the United States for the 
names of exporters of stockfish, so, for the benefit of importers, 
I give a list of a few exporters of the principal products of the 
cod fish. 


EXPORTERS OF CODFISH, INCLUDING STOCKFISH, KLIPFISH, ETC. 


Mowinckel & Son, Mowinckel & Co., Wollert Konow, Jo- 
achim Hansen, Jens Gran & Son, J. E. Lehmkuhl, Wm. A. Mohn 
and Albert Mohn, Bergen. 


EXPORTERS OF CODLIVER OIL. 


Isdahl & Co. and Johan Thesen & Co.. Bergen; Peder Devold 
and Otto S. Jervell, Aalesund; Joh. Rye Holmboe, Tromsoe, 
and Christian Johnsen, Christiansund. 


Too Many Drug Clerks in California. 


The San Francisco Drug Clerks’ Association writes us as 
follows: “ We beg through the columns of your valuable paper 
to call the attention of the drug clerks throughout the coun- 
try to the fact that the city of San Francisco and the State of 
California are at the present time, and have been for the past six 
months, a poor and unsatisfactory field for those seeking em- 
jloyment in the drug line, owing to the large influx recently of 
drug clerks to this State. This condition has been brought 
about by misleading advertisements for drug clerks in some of 
the Eastern papers, and also by the fact that there is at pres- 
ent an organization, known as the California Promotion Com- 
mittee, who are actively engaged in spreading literature broad- 
east through the country calling attention to the superior cli- 
matic condition and abundant resources of California. As a 
result of the committee’s thorough work there has been a large 
number of ,visitors and settlers to this coast. Naturally there 
has been a certain proportion of this number that are drug 
clerks, and for the reason given the market is glutted and for 
every vacancy occurring there are several applicants, Add to 
this the rigid examination necessary to pass the State Board 
of Pharmacy, and you can readily see that California is hardly 
a desirable field for the drug clerks at present. Deeming it 
our duty to warn those drug clerks who contemplate coming to 
this State of the existing deplorable conditions, so that they will 
not meet with the disappoinment of others that have preceded 
them, we earnestly request you to publish this communication.” 


We enumerate below a few of the special lines carried by 
the American News Company, 39-41 Chambers street, New 
York: Autograph, Photograph and Postal Card Albums; Collar, 
Necktie, Glove and Handkerchief Boxes; Fancy Box Papers; 
Glass Inkstands; Games of All Kinds and Descriptions; Glass 
Medallions; Smokers’ Sets; Magic Lanterns; Manicure Sets; 
Work Boxes; Photograph Frames; Pocket Books and Wrist 
Bags in the Latest Novelties; Toilet Cases in Celluloid, Ebo- 
noid, Ebony and Metal; Toy Books of All Sizes and Prices; 
Traveling Cases; Christmas Cards, etc. They offer most ad- 
vantageous terms to druggists on the lines mentioned. Write 
them for free copy of most instructive catalogue. 
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Opportunities for Export Trade 





{Written for the American Druggist.) 
THE DRUG TRADE IN MEXICO. 2 
By WALDEMAR HEYERDAHL, 
City of Mexico. 


The trade center of the republic of Mexico constitutes that 
part of it which comprises the middle States on the plateau, 
such as Guanajuato, Hidalgo, Mexico, the Federal District, with 
the City of Mexico (the latter as the heaviest distributing 
point) ‘and thence sloping down toward the Gulf of Mexico to 
the port of Vera Cruz, including the important State of the 
same name. It is in these parts of Mexico where population is 


chemicals and accessories to the drug trade generally find a 
ready market for their goods when properly pushed by active 
and intelligent traveling. salesmen or resident representatives 
acquainted with the language and customs of the people. Such 
representation, however, is absolutely necessary in order to in- 
sure any adequate success. 

MEXICAN MERCHANTS CONSERVATIVE AND FAILURES FEW. 

Mexican merchants as a rule are conservative and quite 
safe to deal with, and failure in business is of very rare oc- 
currence indeed. The manners of the Mexicans are extremely 
courteous and very polite. They take life easily and do noth- 
ing in a hurry. Life among them, after once you become ac- 
quainted with their ways, the conditions and mode of existence 
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the densest and the towns closer together than farther north, 
south or east, where the country is but sparsely settled com- 
paratively, and towns and villages far’apart; and in speaking 
of the Southern States, such as Chiapas and those along the 
Pacific Coast like Sonora, Linaloa, ete, nearly isolated from 
direct communication with the rest of the community. It will 
take some years before the various railroad extensions now 
building will open up these fertile regions which are destined 
at some future day to play an important part in the business 
development of Mexico. Meanwhile the central States first 
spoken of, with their numerous and populous cities connected 
by a net of railroads well equipped for freight and passenger 
traffic, which is constantly on the increase, constitute the busi- 
ness center of the republic and where the bulk of importations 
are received and whence they are distributed. 


IMPORTATION OF AMERICAN PRODUCTS INCREASING. 


The consumption of American products in all lines is stead- 
ily increasing, and the dealers and manufacturers of drugs, 


in a country so different from your own, is very pleasant in- 
deed, and you soon become identified with them, and most 
foreigners, after residence of any duration, always yearn to get 
back to these sunny climes with their grand and lovely scenery 
and kind people. The Mexican merchant prefers to do business 
wita a salesman, representative or firm who has gained his 
confidence, and whom he regards as a friend, and in that case 
wil! often overlook even offers of lower prices of firms un- 
known to him and deal exclusively with his friend. 
SENTIMENT A FACTOR IN BUSINESS. 

Kusiness has an amount of sentiment and sympathy in 
Mexico, which is quite unknown in the North. Hence the great 
importance of salesmen inspiring sympathy and holding the 
intimate friendship of their customers. 

In the City of Mexico many stores present a fine appearance. 
Drvg stores in American style have been opened up lately also, 
within the last two years three first class equipped stores of 
this type. 
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The accompanying illustration represents the exterior of the 
new store of A. Vargas, sucrs. Drogueria del Elefante of Mexico 
City, who do a good business, both wholesale and retail in 
drugs, chemicals, patent medicines and sundries. 

Among the retail stores I will not omit to mention the re- 
liable establishment of Botica de la Palma, owned and run 
by Professor du Forlay G. Lorenz. This gentleman is an Austrian 
and has won the confidence and esteem of many friends and 
customers. The exterior as well as interior view of his store 
is given herewith. 

CARLOS FELIX & CO. 

Carlos Felix & Co. own one of the leading stores of this 
kind in the City of Mexico. They are an old established firm 
and command a large share of the trade in their line. They are 
extremely popular with the American colony and, in fact, with 
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store in the Republic that can surpass the immense establish- 
ment of J. Labadie Sucrs. & Co., of No. 5, calle Profesa. Their 
large and handsome store rooms are fitted up in the most at- 
tractive style, and it is safe to say that the stock is one of the 
largest and finest to be found in any city of the country. The 
firm of J. Labadie Sucrs. & Co. is among the oldest in the city, 
being founded in 1865 by Julio Labadie, and since continued by 
Messrs. Hector and L. H. Labadie. The reputation of the firm 
has always been of the highest, and they stand high in the busi- 
ness circles of Mexico City. Their vast establishment has al- 
ways been favorably known to the general public, not alone on 
account of the superior grade of goods carried, but also for the 
attractive appearance of the store. In this store can be found 
a large and well assorted stock of pure drugs and chemicals, 
exquisite toilet articles, fine perfumes, extracts, soaps, brushes, 








Botiea de la Palma, owned by Guillermo Lorenz, City of Mexico. 


all the people in the city. This is no doubt due to the fact that 
they carry one of the best lines in the city and are known to 
be perfectly reliable and trustworthy in all their dealings. An- 
other thing which has no doubt added to their popularity and 
rapidly growing trade is the great courtesy and obliging spirit 
with which they treat their customers. The firm was originally 
started in about 1870, but it was not until 1882 that the present 
proprietors took charge of the store. Ever since that time 
the business has been rapidly increasing and is continuing to 
do so to-day. This completely stocked store is located on Calle 
3a. San Francisco No. 4, and has in connection an acid factory 
on La Viga Canal. At the factory on the La Viga Canal the 
firm employ nearly 100 hands in the manufacture of acids and 
heavy chemicals of all kinds and sulphate of soda. These goods 
are sold all over the republic in great quantities and are well 
known for their fine quality. Carlos Felix & Co. are constantly 
increasing their already large stock and are more and more 
making a specialty of American goods for the American trade. 


J. LABADIE SUCRS. & CO. 


For elegance of its appointments, completeness of its stock, 
popularity and general reliability, there is no average drug 


sponges and toilet requisites of every description. The most 
noted and reliable brands of patent and proprietary medicines 
are carried. The immense stock of goods is perfectly arranged 
and systematized, and it is with the greatest ease that cus- 
tomers can look over the various departments. One of the de- 
partments is devoted to a stock of the finest wines and brandies, 
another to bottles and druggists’ glassware, another to roots, 
herbs, leaves, &c., used in the making of many medicines; 
another to physical and chemical apparatus, and so on 
throughout the vast building. The wall paper department must 
not be forgotten, for it is, without doubt, among the most com- 
pletely stocked displays in this city. The designs are all of 
the latest and most approved style, and the paper all of the best 
French and American manufacture. Two large rooms are de- 
voted entirely to this stock of wall paper. The camera and pho- 
tographic department, too, may be mentioned. Here will be 
found everything that pertains to photography. There are 
cameras of every make, both for the amateur and professional 
artist. The stock of accessories is complete in every detail and 
embraces every known appliance used in photography. Pictures 
are developed and printed for those who do not care to do this 
work themselves with the greatest care and skill. Another ac- 
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commodation which is provided by this firm is the free use of 
five finely fitted up dark rooms. These are absolutely free to 
patrons. 

The prosperous condition of this great store is, no doubt, due 
in a great measure to the present manager, Mr. E. Zarauz. Mr. 
Zarauz has acted in this capacity for the last four years, and 
his courteous and pleasant disposition and his efforts to do all 
in his power for the comfort and convenience of patrons have, 
no doubt, won many friends and customers for the firm. 


JOSE UIHLEIN SUCRS. 


The old established house of Jose Uihlein Sucrs., calls for 
special recognition, as it is not only one of the pioneer drug 
houses of the city, but one of the largest in the republic. The 
business was organized in 1826 by Jose Uihlein, and this early 
foundation makes it the oldest among such concerns of the 
city. In 1852 the original firm was succeeded by A. Holting & 
Peyersfeld, and this firm in 1865 by Holting & Anderssen, who in 
1889, were followed by Anderssen, Suchy & Zinser. In 1901 
the present proprietors, Messrs. B. Suchy and J. Zinser acquired 
the ownership and have since controlled the affairs of the store. 
These gentlemen have been with the house for a period of 30 
years and are thoroughly familiar with all its workings, and 
this they have shown in the capable way they have managed 
its business since acquiring possession. The firm occupy three 
floors of the building at No. 3 Colisco Nuevo, with an immense 
stock of drugs, chemicals, chemical glassware, &c. They do both a 
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wholesale and retail business and have a force of traveling 
men on the road continually. Their goods are well known all 
over the country and bear an excellent reputation for their 
high grade qualities and superior points. Some idea of the 
huge business transacted by this firm may be gathered from 
the fact that they employ over 40 men in the store and use 
1000 square meters of floor space on each floor with their 
big stock. A very complete and varied stock of drugs, patent, 
proprietary medicines and chemicals is carried, and a fine as- 
sortment of chemical glassware for use in the druggist trade. 
THE AMERICAN DRUG STORE. 

The American Drug Store, of Mexico City, can lay claim to 
having one of the most attractive and best stocked establish- 
ments of its kind in the city. This store is located on Puente de 
San Francisco street, No. 13, near the east end of the Alameda, 
in the heart of the city and within easy reaching distance of all 
residents. It was opened two fears ago by Messrs. Schmitz and 
Sanborn, but the latter gentleman has recently disposed of his 
interest to Mr. Schmitz, who will continue to conduct the busi- 
ness under his own name, in connection with his old place, the 
well-known Botica del Hospital Real. The prescription depart- 
ment of the American Drug Store is in charge of skilled and 
competent clerks, and the public may be assured of absolute 
accuracy in the filling of physician’s precriptions and family 
receipts. The force of men employed will soon be completed by 
the addition of a graduate from one of the leading pharmaceu- 
tical schools in Germany, a gentleman who has besides prac- 
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tised his profession for many years in England, France and 
other European countries. The department will then be in 
charge of three graduate pharmacists, representing a thorough 
and cosmopolitan experience, thus making this store convenient 
and reliable for all nationalities. While the American Drug 
Store does essentially a prescription business, there will be 
found a complete stock of fresh drugs of every description, 
patent and proprietary medicines, toilet and fancy articles, per- 
fumeries, ete. The line of foreign drugs and accessories, espe- 
cially American goods, is certainly as complete in its scope as 
that of any other drug store in the city. 


CARELESS PACKING. 


One drawback I have found which has impeded a still larger 
trade development with Mexico is the poor way of packing 
goods by American manufacturers and their stubborn opposition 
in some cases to conform to requirements so totally different 
from those prevailing in their own country. Another factor 
which retards the increase of ‘consumption of foreign products 
generally, and American goods particularly, has been the rate 
of exchange, which of late years was very high, due to the 
heavy decline in value of silver, which is the money standard 
in Mexico. 

E VARIABLE RATE OF EXCHANGE. 

About 14 years ago, when I first set foot on Mexican soil, the 
exchange was 32 per cent. to 40 per cent., which means $1.32 to 
$1.40 Mexican currency for each American dollar, and during 
the following years this rose slowly but steadily, till reaching 
about the middle of last year its maximum of 179 per cent., or 
$2.79 for each American dollar, attended by constant fluctua- 
tions, but since then declining a little, and actually at present 
writing fluctuating between 115 per cent. and 130 per cent. By 
the figures it can be easily seen to what extent silver has de- 
clined in value since 1890. The high rate of exchange in itself 
does not constitute the real danger and trouble, which really 
isto befound in the uncertainty of values due to constant changes 
of rates, thus making business rather guess work or a game of 
chance. Of late there is talk of fixing the exchange of the Mexi- 
can peso at approximately 100 per cent., meaning that a 
Mexican dollar will be guaranteed to be worth 50 cents United 
States gold, the Government acquiring for that purpose a cer- 
tain gold reserve and prohibiting the free coinage of silver, etc., 
ete. Still it may take some time before the reforms come into 
operation. -Meanwhile and spite of all these drawbacks, Mexico 
is progressing steadily, if not rapidly, and on a solid basis. 

All told, Mexico’s future is very bright and well worth the 
best efforts of American manufacturers to cater to in the man- 
ner already described by studying the wishes of their Mexican 
customers, and thus securing a steady and increasing market 
for their products. 


Pharmaceutical Note of the Far East. 


Eugene Ross, foreign traveler of Johnson & Johnson, of New 
Brunswick, N. J., made an address at the pharmaceutical meet- 
ing of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy on May 16, in 
which he presented the results of his observations during twu 
years of travel in the far East, paying particular attention to 
China and Japan. 

The first Japanese Pharmacopeceia was issued about 19 years 
ago, and modeled closely after that of the German, the German 
influence being paramount throughout in medicine and phar- 
macy. Under the old dispensation in Japan there were no 
pharmacists proper, since it was the universal custom for the 
physician to furnish his own medicines. After the adoption 
of Western methods, however, the government established phar- 
maceutical preparatory schools throughout Japan, but these 
were so thoroughly under German influence, that all text-books, 
both of medicine and pharmacy, were printed in German. One 
result of this has been the preference given to pharmaceuticals 
and chemicals of German origin. There are 

TWO CLASSES OF PHARMACISTS IN JAPAN. 
one of whom receives the title Yakuzai Shi, or Master of Medi- 


cine, while the other is known as Baiyuka, or dealer in patent 
medicines or proprietary remedies. The Yakuzai Shi is per- 
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mitted to open a pharmacy and dispense prescriptions, and is 
likewise licensed to make examination as an analyst chemist, 
and as such can charge a fee for analytical work. The Baiyuka 
is forbidden to prepare prescriptions, and is not permitted to 
handle anything but original packages of remedies, such as 
proprietary medicines, or medicines in packages bearing the 
seal of a Yakuzai Shi or of a government chemist. 

The regulations regarding the admission of drugs and 
chemicals into Japan are very rigid, and as a result chemicals, 


at least imported chemicals, are of a very high standard of © 


excellence and purity.’ 


ALL DRUGS PAY STAMP TAX. 

Everything in the way of drugs and chemicals sold in Japa 
bears an internal revenue stamp equal to 10 per cent. of the 
selling price. For instance, an article retailing at 20 sen, 
would bear a stamp of 2 sen. 

Mr. Ross said that Japan is a very fertile field for the sale 
of patent medicines, but the native proprietary preparations 
are sold at a very low price, it being not unusual to find on 
the market a package containing from 500 to 1,000 little pills 
(made by hand) retailing at 10 sen, equivalent to 5 cents, and 
the majority of patent medicines sell from 2 sen to 10 sen (1 to 
5 cents) per package. This fact combined with the very low 
rate of wages prevalent in Japan, militate against the intro- 
duction of American patent medicines. 


GOVERNMENTAL REGULATION OF PROPRIETARY REMEDIES. 

Each of these proprietary medicines must be passed upon by 
the government chemist of the Kencho or hygienic laboratory 
of the district. Before he is permitted to place his remedy on 
sale the proprietor is obliged to provide this laboratory with 
the formula of the remedy, together with a sample, and if the 
government chemist finds that the formula and the sample do 
not agree, or that the remedy contains deleterious drugs, the 
application for the privilege to sell is denied. 

Since the government has taken up pharmaceutical educa- 
tion, there are a number of pharmaceutical preparatory schools 
throughout the country, the higher branches being taught at 
the University at Tokio, which university has one of the most 
complete chemical and _ bacteriological laboratories in the 
world. 

All medicinal chemicals and drugs imported into Japan pass 
through the Imperial Hygienic Laboratories, but these are 
sometimes passed in packages of considerable size, and should 
it be desired to sell these packages in divided portions, they 
would be examined by a qualified Yakuzai Shi, whose certificate 
of purity would be accepted all over the empire. Any chemist 
who makes false declarations regarding the purity of an 
article, certified to by him, is liable to a heavy fine, and upon 
commission of a second or third offence, is disqualified for the 
practice of his profession. 


FOREIGN PHARMACIES IN JAPAN. 

There are only a few foreign drug stores in Japan, and these 
are located in the foreign concessions of treaty ports. They 
are all thoroughly modern and up to date, and carry a large 
stock, which is rendered necessary by their great distance from 
the source of supplies. 

CRUDE CONDITIONS IN CHINA. 

Mr. Ross said that in China the native practice in both 
medicine and pharmacy is in a very crude and primitive state. 
Superstition is an important factor in the Chinese practice, 
and this is noticeable in the matter of colors for wrappers. 
The Chinese have a marked antipathy to certain colors, and a 
marked preference for red, which is a “ happy joss.” Blue and 
black are debarred, and drugs wrapped in white paper with 
black lettering will never become popular. 

The Chinese are excellent merchants, and in the city of 
Shanghai there are three up-to-date drug stores owned by 
Chinese, which have numerous branches throughout the empire. 

The Chinese are honorable in their dealings and have earned 
the respect and confidence of the foreigners with whom they 





1For details regeraing the examination of dru; 


by the examining 
authorities prior to adm 


ssion, our readers are referred to the article 


by Charles Goehrig, which was published in our issue of January 11, 
1904, page 7. 
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have come in contact. The wealthy Chinese will pay fabulous 
prices for drugs which claim to restore youthful vigor, but the 
great mass of the Chinese want a great deal of drugs for very 
little money: 

There are now in operation two up-to-date pharmaceutical 
schools in China, and there are several medical colleges con- 
ducted along modern lines. In Hong Kong, which is an English 
colony built on a Chinese island, the house of A. S. Watson & 
Co., Ltd., has its headquarters. This house is known througlh)- 
out the East, carries a very large stock, and operates a number 
of branches. 

In closing, Mr. Ross referred briefly to the condition in 
the Strait Settlements, India, Siam, and South Africa, in all 
of which English influence is dominant. 


Our Small South American Trade. 


Wm. W. Handley, U. S. Vice-Consul at Trinidad, in the 
British West Indies, in a recent consular report says that one 
of the most potable features of our trade with South America 
is its comparative fixity. During the last 30 years there has 
been an increase of only 5 per cent. in our trade therewith, and 
the sales of 1890 were about the same as those of 1902. Com- 
pared with the trade of 1873, our 1902 trade with the world 
outside of South America has more than doubled. To the 40,- 
000,000 people in South America our yearly sales amount to less 
than $40,000,000. This seems inexplicable, and is most inade- 
quate and unsatisfactory. To Mexico, with her 13,500,000 peo- 
ple, we sell a little more than to all the South American coun- 
tries. Our share'is a fraction more than 10 per cent. of their 
business, and this small proportion cannot be ascribed to any- 
thing other than the lack of well directed trade energy. We 
buy from them three times as much as we sell to them. We 
pay them about $120,000,000 a year for their products, and they 
use the difference of $80,000,000 in purchasing from our foreign 
competitors the goods with which we ought to balance our ac- 
counts with them. In other words, we supply them with funds 
which enables them to buy from other people things which we 
grow and manufacture. From 1878 to 1902 our trade with 
Asia rose from $19,000,000 to $64,000,000; with Oceania, from 
$4,677,000 to $34,350,000; with Africa it increased from $3,500,- 
000 to $33,500,000, and with our neighbors on the North Ameri- 
can continent it has grown from $82,000,000 to $204,000,000. 
During those 30 years our vast trade with Europe has doubled, 
and our sales in that continent now exceed $1,000,000,000 a 
year. Of all of the world’s divisions, our trade with South 
America drags the most. 

There are numerous explanations and reasons for our fail- 
ure to secure more of this trade. There will first be urged the 
lack of shipping facilities. Canada has established a line to 
South Africa, and it would seem. that the United States could 
find sufficient business for a line to the east coast of South 
America. A closer study of the people and their wants is most 
important. The German, French, and, in fact, nearly all the 
European houses make it a point to thoroughly study the wants 
of the people in the country to which they assign their agents. 
They do not endeavor to force on the South Americans an arti- 
cle which they desire to dispose of simply because they manu- 
facture it and it can be sold at a large profit. On the con- 
trary, these European houses often send their agents to the 
South American republics to make a thorough study of what 
they use mostly, no matter if it is an article locally made and 
has never been seen outside of that particular country. They 
make a collection of samples of these articles, taking into ac- 
count their local cost and selling price, and send them on to 
Germany, France, Italy, or wherever their headquarters may 
be, to ascertain if they can be made cheaper and as good. It 
often proves they can be manufactured for much less and better 
and sold in the very country in which they originated at a lower 
price than the local article. 

The lack of sufficient knowledge of foreign languages is 
another disadvantage to our trade. 

The German, French or Italian agent in South America 
generally speaks at least three languages, whereas the Ameri- 
can seems content with his own language and a “ smattering ” 
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of one other. This may seem a 
minor detail in the building up of 
this trade, but the South American 
feels far better satisfied if his busi- 
ness is transacted in his native 
language. 

Lack of American banking facili- 
ties forms another argument. Our 
trade with South America undoubt- 
edly suffers for lack of American 
banks and large trading concerns. 
The two go together, for banking 
facilities are indispensable to for- 
eign trade. An English or a Ger- 
man bank seeking foreign business 
can establish foreign branches 
wherever it seees fit. An American 
national bank not being allowed to 
have a branch anywhere, our na- 
tional banking system is unable to 
extend the facilities required by in- 
ternational commerce. The English 
and German trade in South America 
has the advantage of being sus- 
tained by banks whose branches 
cover the field. Credit at any point 








where the bank has a branch is 
available at any other point. Prac- 
tically our American commerce de- 
pends upon English and German banking facilities, and London 
is growing to be the financial center for American as well as 
British foreign trade. If there were banking facilities for the 
present import and export commerce, it is probable that an 
increase in banking business would lead to an improvement in 
banking faciiities. 

Long credits are customary and are generally granted by 
European firms. The Americans object to this, and rightly 
so, in some of the turbulent republics, where the stability of the 
Government is a question. However, if our foreign competitor 
can prosper on such terms, I Gannot see the wisdom of adhering 
so closely to our short credit system. Better good accounts on 
the books than idle goods on the shelf. 

LACK OF TRADE ENERGY. 

Our limited trade with South America cannot be based on 
anything but the lack of trade energy. We may boast of our 
American goods in all corners of the earth, and the “ hustling ” 
qualities of our commercial men, but the fact remains that 
foreign trade is as yet only a small part in the commercial and 
industrial life of the American people. We sell $900,000,000 worth 
of food products annually, and principally for the reason that 
other people come to us to buy them because of their need of 
them. A large share of our $500,000,000 sales of manufactured 
articles may be laid to the same cause—the need of others for 
that which they know we have and which they need and can 
use. Notwithstanding the large volume of our exports, we are 
not yet a trade hunting nation in fact—at least in South Amer- 
ica. A due amount of well directed and intelligent canvassing 
by men who speak the language would double our trade with 
South America in a very few years. 


Visitors from the Far East. 

Tue AMERICAN Druceatst had an interesting caller this week 
in the person of Leonard R. Douse, head of the London, Hastern 
& American Trading Company, with offices in Calcutta and 
Bombay, India; London, England, and New York. With him 
was Mr. Hopkinson, who is connected with their London office. 
Although an Englishman, Mr. Douse has made his home in 
India during the past 11 years and has an excellent local stand- 
ing in business circles there. Unlike most English merchants 
or manufacturers’ agents residing in the British possessions, he 
realizes the already good demand for certain articles of Ameri- 
can manufacture, and for several years past has been exclusive 
agent for a number of our best selling lines. He is not a 
stranger in New York by any means, since this is his fourth 
pilgrimage here at intervals of about two years. On this trip 


Ann Arbor Students at Stearns Laboratory. 


he somewhat overstayed his time in order to visit the St. Louis 
Fair, which, by the way, he thinks might with equal propriety 
be designated as an American Exposition of European Indus- 
tries, in which characterization there is more truth than fiction. 
Mr. Douse left for India on August 6, Mr. Hopkinson returning 
with him as far as London. Any American manufacturer seek- 
ing suitable trade connections with India would find it to his 
advantage to negotiate with this company. 


Ann Arbor Students at Stearns Laboratory. 

On May 24 the students of the School of Pharmacy of the 
University of Michigan were the guests of Frederick Stearns & 
Co., of Detroit, and were handsomely entertained. Following a 
luncheon at the Fellowcraft Club the students were taken out 
for a trolley ride of two bours, after which they put in the 
afternoon viewing the Stearns’ laboratories, both pharmaceutic 
and biologic. 'The accompanying illustration shows the party 
assembled in front of the general offices of the company. The 
two young men standing on the extreme left are natives of 
Porto Rico, as are also the four seated in the front row at the 
extreme right. Cuba is represented by the young sefior seated 
in the front row at the right, holding his Panama in both hands. 
Most of these seven young men could speak English but little 
when they reached Ann Arbor last year, but now they can all 
tell you just about anything you want to know about pharmacy, 
chemistry and pharmacognosy now, and in excellent English at 
that. 


An Immense Foreign Business. 

A recent issue of the Chicago Daily News contained a report 
of the State Board of Equalization, which is charged with the 
adjustment of the taxes on corporations in the State of Illinois. 
One interesting feature of the work of the board, set forth in 
the News report, is that the largest assessment made was 
given Bauer & Black, manufacturers of surgical dressings and 
supplies, plasters, absorbent cotton, ete. 

The company was capitalized for $150,000, and Mr. Bauer 
said he had in addition issued $100,000 in bonds. He estimated 
that the company’s annual business amounted to $750,000. 
After deducting the amount of property taxed in New York, 
Sydney, London, and Buenos Ayres the reviewers decided upon 
$100,000 as a basis for taxing the capital stock. 

Many of our readers will be surprised to learn of the large 
interest which this firm appear to have in Sydney, London, and 
Buenos Ayres, and it looks as though they must have been 
very successful in introducing their goods in foreign countries 
to build up such a large export trade. 
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(CHEMICALLY “PURE MAGNESIUM suUL- 
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REFRIGERANT, A ~FERMENT 


LAKAT? CATHARTIC 
ACCORDING TC GOSE AND CONOITION — 


IT NEVER GRIPES || | 


, PRANMVFACTURED GY 
THE ABBOTT ALKALOIDAL CO . 
CHICAGO . re 
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IT DOES THE 
BUSINESS AND| !housands 


NEVER ga| of Druggists 


are dispensing ABBOTT’S SALINE 
LAXATIVE at a big profit. 


It is advertised constantly in over 


sixty of the best medical journals and 
is being prescribed literally by the ton. No effervescent laxative preparation 


begins to have the confidence of the medical profession as does - 
ABBOTT’S SALINE LAXATIVE 
(C. P. EFFERVESCENT MAGNESIUM SULPHATE.) 


WHY? Because it’s right and gives good satisfaction at a reasonable 
price. It is being more widely exploited this summer than ever, and you'll 
need it. Take our advice: “KEEP IT ON HAND.” There’s big money in it. 


RETAIL PRICE: 25c, 50c and $1.00, with 334% to 50% discount to you according to the quantities you use 






































OTHER WINNERS: Salis, ALL PRINCIPAL JOBBERS ARE SUPPLIED. 
WA intetinad Antiseptic, | THE ABBOTT ALKALOIDAL CO. 


ee EE Manches: $ Micien Bldgs San ramiéce, Ravenswood Station, CHICAGO. 


a@ WE ARE HEADQUARTERS FOR ALKALOIDAL PREPARATIONS OF ALL KINDS. “6 
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